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Amid contrasting claims, J&K 1held for grenade attack
Governor dissolves Assembly

Move follows PDP and PC seeking to form the government in the State

BJP wants to eliminate
Kejriwal, says Sisodia
NEW DELHI

A day after Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal was
attacked by a man as he
walked out of his office in the
Delhi Secretariat, Deputy
Chief Minister and Aam
Aadmi Party leader Manish
Sisodia alleged on
Wednesday that the
leadership of the BJP had
planned the incident.
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PEERZADA ASHIQ
SRINAGAR

Jammu and Kashmir Gover-
nor Satya Pal Malik on Wed-
nesday dissolved the State
Assembly, as the Peoples De-
mocratic Party (PDP) and
the Peoples Conference (PC)
separately staked claim to
form a government after a
day-long political drama.
“Governor Malik has
passed an order in exercise
of the powers conferred
upon him by clause (b) of
subsection (2) of Section 53
of the Constitution of Jammu
and Kashmir to dissolve the
Legislative Assembly,” read a
Raj Bhavan communique.
Earlier, two parties, the
PDP and the PC, after day-
long political wrangling,
wrote to the Raj Bhavan on

U.S. citizen killed by
Andaman tribals

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PORT BLAIR/NEW DELHI

An American national was
killed by members of a pro-
tected and reclusive tribe in
the Andamans, possibly
with arrows, when he tried
to enter the North Sentinel
Island, the police said on
Wednesday.

In a press release, Depen-
dra Pathak, DGP, Andaman
and Nicobar Police, said
John Allen Chau, 27, had en-
listed the help of local elec-
tronics engineer Alexander
and a water sports service
provider and hired five fish-
ermen to evade the patroll-
ing teams of the police, the

John Allen Chau

Coast Guard and the Navy to
reach the island. For this,
the fishermen were paid
325,000 by Mr. Chau.

NO-ENTRY ZONE » PAGE 7
AN ENDANGERED TRIBE » PAGE 7

Precipitative action

On June 20, Jammu and Kashmir

came under Governor's rule for
a period of six months after the
BJP pulled out of the PDP- led
coalition government on June 19.
The Governor has now dissolved
the Assembly

email and WhatsApp to stake
claim to form the govern-
ment, as they were unable to
reach the Governor over fax.

Former Chief Minister and
PDP president Mehbooba
Mulfti, in the letter, claimed
that she had the support of
15 MLAs from the National
Conference and 12 MLAs of
the Congress, in addition to
her 29 MLAs, putting the to-
tal number at 56. The As-
sembly has 87 members and

the basis of the Constitution of
Jammu and Kashmir

= Section 92 has
provisions in case of
failure of
constitutional
machinery in the State

of the

any party would require 44
MLAs’ support to form a go-
vernment. On the other
hand, PC chief Sajad Lone,
who has two MLAs, claimed
the support of 25 MLAs of
the BJP and of 18 more MLAs.

Mr. Malik is learnt to have
conveyed to the Centre that
the claims of the two groups
were not convincing enough
and could have led to
instability.

A senior Home Ministry

Powers invoked by the Governor on

= Section 53(2)

SATYAPAL MALIK. Governor. Jammu and Kashmir

(b) provides for
the dissolution

Assembly

official said the Centre
planned to hold a fresh elec-
tion in the State post the
panchayat polls, which will
end in December. However,
the current developments
expedited the move to dis-
solve the Assembly. Home
Minister ~Rajnath  Singh
spoke to Mr. Malik and also
apprised the PM of the
developments.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

on Amritsar prayer meet

- Accused are cadre of Khalistan Liberation Force: Punjab CM

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab police on Wed-
nesday said they have arrest-
ed one of the two perpetra-

tors of the grenade attack on
Nirankari Satsang Bhawan in
Amritsar’s Adliwal.

Three persons were killed
in the incident.

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh said the
suspect, Bikramyjit Singh, 26,
aresident of Dhariwal village
in Rajasansi, was arrested on
Wednesday from near Lo-
harka village in Amritsar.

“Bikramyjit, an operative
of the Khalistan Liberation
Force (KLF), has given infor-
mation indicating that the
grenade was provided to the
assailants by one Happy in
Pakistan.

“Happy is suspected to be

Birds flee devastated Pt. Calimere

After Cyclone Gaja struck, the wildlife sanctuary looks like a deserted war zone

B. KOLAPPAN
NAGAPATTINAM

Point Calimere, the re-
nowned wildlife and bird
sanctuary on the seashore in
Nagapattinam district of Ta-
mil Nadu, resembles a forest
in Vietnam laid waste by
Agent Orange.

In the devastation caused
by Cyclone Gaja, hundreds
of birds that once made the
sanctuary their home have
died, trees have been
uprooted or their branches
broken or defoliated. Car-
casses of birds are found in
some places.

Another bird sanctuary in
Muthupet in Tiruvarur dis-

Lost habitat: Dead birds at the Point Calimere Wildlife and

Bird Sanctuary in Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu.

trict has also borne the brunt
of the cyclone.

“There is widespread
damage and 90% of the birds
have deserted the sanctuar-
ies. They could have migrat-
ed locally and will hopefully
return. The trees have lost

Marching again

Fighting for their rights: Farmers and tribals participating in a march from Thane to Mumbai on Wednesday, demanding
compensation for drought and transfer of forest rights to tribals. A similar protest was held in Nashik eight months ago. =pmi

=M. MOORTHY

their crown and it will take
six months for them to re-
vive themselves,” said C. Ra-
masubramaniam, Conserva-
tor of Forest, Nagapattinam
district, under whose juris-
diction the sanctuary in
Point Calimere falls.

‘Govt. trying

“to weaken
~democracy’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEWDELHI

i The Narendra Modi go-
¢ vernment is trying to wea-
¢ ken democracy, his prede-
: cessor, Manmohan Singh,
. said in Indore on Wednes-
¢ day.

“The country has wit-

¢ nessed the credibility of in-
¢ stitutions like Parliament
¢ and CBI being systemati-
: cally denigrated. There is a
. careful,
: and calibrated effort to
: weaken democracy,” he
¢ said, reading out from a
: written statement.

well-thought-out
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A miracle cure for Karnataka’s ‘unwell’ policemen

Medical problems cited by police personnel to seek plum postings vanish after threat of ‘golden handshake’

IMRAN GOWHAR
BENGALURU

It is not unusual for junior
police personnel working
with the Karnataka State
Reserve Police (KSRP) to
seek transfers to plum
postings, citing health
reasons. These requests are
usually to units attached to
Bengaluru’s Central
Business District (CBD),
Things, however, came to a
head when senior officials
realised that 70% of the
personnel who had sought
transfers in recent months
had given reasons ranging
from diabetes and back pain
to sinus problems and high

blood pressure.

Taking serious note of
the spurt in applications,
Bhaskar Rao, Additional
Director General of
Police, KSRP, issued a
circular on November
19, stating that
personnel applying for
transfers without valid
reasons would be forced to
take compulsory retirement.
This was enforceable under
Rule 285 of the KSRP.

“Backaches are
something that most of us
suffer from. Also, diabetes
cannot be a reason for
seeking a transfer. Such
transfer requests are

wyww:dailyreader24icom

ILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN

considered only if the
person is suffering from a
serious health problem and
after he can show how the
new posting would help

address his problem,” Mr.
Rao said. “The reserve
police force is a highly
disciplined outfit, on a par
with the Army. I cannot
run it with sick people.
We need to be fit and fine
to defend the State, and
candidates here are not
recruited on
compassionate grounds.”
Though it’s early days,
senior officials said they had
received a flurry of requests
from junior personnel
seeking to withdraw their
transfer applications.
A majority of the recruits
are eyeing postings in the
CBD area for purely

monetary reasons, said a
senior official on the
condition of anonymity. As
the city police force is facing
shortage of manpower, the
Home Department had
decided to use the KSRP to
fill vacant posts.

While the circular has
caused much consternation,
Mr. Rao defended his
decision. “We are not
penalising anyone. It’s like a
‘golden handshake’ to
relieve sick personnel who
cannot perform their duties
for which they had received
training. We can fill those
posts with deserving
candidates,” he said.

“Around 2,000 birds were
killed and the damage is also
widespread in Muthupet,”
said K. Arivoli, District For-
est Officer, Tiruvarur.

Mr. Ramasubramaniam
said 10 blackbuck and one
spotted deer also died in the
sanctuary after sea water en-
tered it. It was closed as
there is waist-deep water.

The Point Calimere sanc-
tuary, covering 1728.81 hec-
tares, is home to 564 flower-
ing plants, 198 medicinal
plants, 14 types of mammals,
18 reptiles and nine amphi-
bians.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10

Probe on: Capt. Amarinder Singh showing photos of the
attack suspects in Chandigarh on Wednesday. = AkHILESH KUMAR

the KLF chief who had ear-
lier masterminded the con-
spiracy to carry out targeted
killings of RSS and Shiv Sena
leaders and also a Christian
pastor in Ludhiana and Ja-
landhar in 2016-2017 in ac-
tive collaboration with the
Pakistani establishment and

the ISI,” the Chief Minister
said. Capt. Singh said the lat-
est attack was an attempt by
Pakistan’s ISI to disturb
peace in the State.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10
UNDER ISI TUTELAGE, KLF WANTS
TO REVIVE MOVEMENT » PAGE 10

Communal clashes rock
U.P. ahead of VHP meet

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCKNOW

The festival of Milad-un-Nabi
on Wednesday was marked
by communal clashes in two
districts of Uttar Pradesh,
Mirzapur and Kanpur, as
tension soared in these parts
of the state ahead of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s
meeting in Ayodhya for con-
struction of a Ram temple.

Prohibitory orders have
been imposed in Mirzapur
for over 24 hours. No serious
injuries were, however,
reported.

In Mirzapur, trouble start-
ed on Tuesday as members
of two communities en-
gaged in stone-pelting after a

minor dispute during a Ram-
Janaki bike yatra taken out
by the VHP through minori-
ty-populated areas.

Mirzapur District Magis-
trate Anurag Patel told The
Hindu that the VHP did not
have permission to hold the
bike rally. The local SHO and
two constables had been
suspended for negligence,
he said. No action has been
taken against the VHP
activists.

Additional SP Mirzapur
Prakash Swaroop Pandey
said five persons were ar-
rested on the complaint of
the VHP. Clashes were re-
ported in Kanpur’s Kalyan-
pur area too.

‘No bias in probe into FCRA cases

{ STAFF REPORTER

{ NEW DELHI

: The Union Home Ministry
¢ has told the Delhi High
¢ Court that the government is

probing without any bias all
allegations of violation of the
foreign contribution regula-
tion law, including a com-
plaint of alleged contraven-

tion of FCRA against Union
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari.
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Odisha CM urges PM to halt
‘Polavaram project construction

Seeks resolution of all pending issues; third letter to Centre in three years

Assam BJP releases its
rural poll manifesto
GUWAHATI

The Assam BJP on Wednesday
released its manifesto for the
coming rural polls in the
State, promising development
schemes for families living in
rurla areas. The manifesto was
released in the presence of
Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal and State BJP
president Ranjeet Dass. pTi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Na-
veen Patnaik has urged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to cancel an order gi-
ven the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change for Polavaram pro-
ject in July this year and stop
construction of the project
until all the pending issues
are resolved.

suggested that the Polava-
ram project in Andhra Pra-
desh can be reformulated as
per Godavari Water Dispute
Tribunal, without causing
large-scale submergence in
the States of Odisha, Telan-
gana and Chhattisgarh.
Mentioning that public
hearing in Odisha has not
been carried out till date, Mr.
Patnaik said that a detailed

Truck set afire, driver run
over in Kokrajhar

Naveen Patnaik has suggested that the Polavaram project in
Andhra Pradesh be reformulated without causing large-scale
=FILE PHOTO

KOKRAJHAR

A flour-laden truck from U.P.
was set on fire by miscreants
in Assam's Kokrajhar district
and its driver knocked down
by a passing vehicle as he
attempted to flee, a police
officer said. The incident
happened on Tuesday night
during the observation of a
48-hour Assam bandh. e

‘Injury to Odisha interest’
“If the project is allowed to
be completed before the re-
solution of all the pending is-
sues, it will cause permanent
injury to the interest of the
State of Odisha and its peo-
ple,” Mr. Patnaik wrote in a
two-page letter sent to Mr.
Modi on Wednesday.

“I.am constrained to write

submergence in other States.

this letter to draw your per-
sonal attention and interven-
tion on the magnitude of the
consequences that the peo-
ple of Odisha will have to
face viz. the submergence of
tribal villages resulting in
mass displacement of tri-
bals, the flooding of fertile

agricultural lands and sub-
mergence of large forest
area, all of which can be
avoided if only an opportun-
ity is given for a final resolu-
tion of the disputes pending
before the Supreme Court,”
Mr. Patnaik said in his letter.

The Chief Minister has

study of design, flood and
the studies related to back-
water extent during floods
will allow to make an assess-
ment about the exact sub-
mergence in Odisha.

In his letter, Mr. Patnaik
also mentioned that he has
written three letters to the
Prime Minister on the issue
in the past — September 16,
2015, November 28, 2017,
and July 12, 2018.
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Government of Jammu and Kashmir
Sher-I-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura, Srinagar (J&K-190011)

Department of Materials Management (Imports Section)
E-mail: ammoimports@skims.ac.in Fax No: 0194-2403403
Corrigendum
Subject: - Corrigendum to the eNIT No.SIMS -324-NIT 18 (Imports) of 2018 dated
10-10-2018 (High End Linear Accelerator at SKIMS on Turnkey basis.
Annexure " B"
Clause No. 1shallberead as :-
Linear Accelerator (High End Dual Energy Linear Accelerator with IGRT and
electrons & SRS/SRT/SBRT + VMAT/ Rapid ARC):
An Advanced, new generation of Dual Energy 6 MV with FFF & 10 MV with FFF (as
standard) mode Linac medical linear accelerator should be equipped with a multileaf
collimator (MLC) and an electronic portal imaging device (EPID) and kV-conebeam
CT (CBCT) to perform conformal treatment techniques such as three dimensional
conformal radiotherapy (3D-CRT), intensity modulated radiation therapy (IMRT) and
image guided radiotherapy (IGRT) volumetric Modulated Arc Therapy (VMAT),
stereotactic treatments with Flattening Filter Free technology based linear
accelerator. The Linear Accelerator shall have latest digital controlled technology to
avoid frequent beam hold offs and to overcome slow speed of collimator leaf and dose
mismatch.
Clause 5.9-1 shall be read as :- Indexed carbon fiber tabletop shall be provided with
robotic controlled couch with six dimensions movement.
Clause No.5.13.2 shall be read as :- An optical distance indicator (ODI) of SSD from
alteast 80cm to 130cm with accuracy of +1mm
atiso centre should be provided. Front and side pointers
Clause No. 7.2 shall be read as :- A3D volume CT image data is reconstructed from
a series of 2D projection images acquired as the linear accelerator gantry is rotated
(4D CBCT mode is optional). This image data can be used for verification of patient
position and target motion. This shall have flexibility in providing full or partial gantry
rotations, with the opportunity to select a choice of gantry rotation speeds. The cone-
beam CT technology should be of amorphous silicon (a-Si) based flat panel detector
technology. The system should be able to acquire and display on-board 2D and 3D
volume images of the patientimmediately prior to treatment. The images should be in
DICOM 3 and DICOM RT format. The network provided should be able to transfer
images to (from) EPID/CBCT from (to) TPS and simulator and additional
workstations.
Clause No.8.1shallberead as :-
Dose Calculation Algorithms TPS should include 3-D Pencil Beam, Convolution
and Superposition algorithms, AAA & Acuros, for dose calculations in 2-D and 3-D
external beam applications with electron and photon beams. Monte Carlo algorithms
or alternative to Monte Carlo algorithms should be quoted.
Besides the following General terms and conditions has been also modified as
per following:-
Clause No.6(d). Stands deleted.
Clause 22 is modified to the extent that :- The Guarantee /Warranty shall also
include software / Hardware mandatory updates /upgrades during warranty /CMC.
Clause No.29 shall be read as :- In order to ensure full &optimum utilization of the
equipment, the successful tenderer(s) shall have to impart free on site training to one
Radiation Oncologist, one Physicist & one Technologist, of the Sher-i-Kashmir
Institute of Medical Sciences Soura Srinagar Kashmir, J&K India. However in case
explicittraning clause is mentioned in the technical specifications, same shall prevail
Rest of the NIT/ technical specification & other terms and conditions shall
remain unchanged.

No: SIMS 325 - nit 18 (Imports) 2018-4669-75-2259-2262

Dated: 16/11/2018 Sd/-
Asstt. Materials Management Officer
No: SIMS - 2261,Dated:- 20.11.2018 (Imports)

Cuttack accident: doctors, staff
lauded for arresting death toll

10 passengers died, 42 were hurt when bus skidded off bridge

CORRESPONDENT
CUTTACK

Gloom and sorrow engulfed
the campus of Sriram Chan-
dra Bhanj Medical College
and Hospital here on Wed-
nesday morning  with
crowds of grieving friends
and relatives waiting to eith-
er take the bodies of their
near and dear ones home or
to be with them as they bat-
tled for their life following
the deadly bus accident in
the city on Tuesday evening.
At least 10 passengers
died and 42 others were in-
jured when the bus they
were travelling in fell onto
the Mahanadi riverbed after
skidding off a bridge. The
hospital provided free am-
bulances to carry the bodies
to their respective villages.
“There has not been any
increase in the death toll af-

DELHI
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Delhi Weather max min
Delhi City 28 12
Safdarjang 28 12
Palam 28 14

Delhi Palam Today

28°C A bright sunny sky will
prevail over the city. A damp
afternoon lies ahead. Night is
likely to be cozy and starry.

Delhi Palam Tomorrow
27°C The sky will remain
sunny over the area. A
pleasant day lies ahead. A
cozy and starry night is likely.
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Mangled remains of the bus that fell onto the Mahanadi
riverbed, in Cuttack on Wednesday. =pmi

ter the injured were given
treatment here by a team of
doctors drawn from 10 de-
partments,” informed SCB
Hospital emergency officer
B.N. Moharana on Wednes-
day evening.

Odisha Governor Ganeshi
Lal, Health Minister Pratap
Jena and Transport Minister
Nrushingha Sahu visited the
hospital and expressed satis-

faction over the manner in
which the doctors and para-
medics acted during the in-
itial crucial hours to arrest
the death toll.

“We cannot bring back
those who have left us but
we will not allow anyone of
the remaining to leave us,"
the Governor said, lauding
the efforts of the volunteers
and the rescue workers.

3 held for abduction,
rape of 8-year-old girl

STAFF REPORTER
BERHAMPUR

Three burglars involved in
kidnap and rape of an eight-
year-old girl after commit-
ting theft at her house were
arrested in Odisha’s Ganjam
district.

The accused — Kalia Pa-
tra, Mohan Topakul and Siba
Kanmur, all from the same
district — were tracked down
and arrested on Tuesday
night. According to police of-
ficers, they have confessed
to committing the crime.

Ganjam Superintendent
of Police Brijesh Kumar Ray
said the trio had allegedly
broken into the victim's
house in Dhoyakana village
around 2 a.m. on October 31
and stolen 320,000 cash as

well as gold and silver orna-
ments. On their way out,
they took the girl, sleeping
in her bedroom, with them
and sexually assaulted her in
a nearby paddy field.

Two special police teams
had been formed to investi-
gate the case. Later, a Spe-
cial Investigation Team had
been formed to monitor the
developments in the investi-
gation, the officer said.

Initial investigation sug-
gests the three accused were
involved in at least 11 inci-
dents of burglary and theft
in Ganjam district. Instru-
ments used to break into
houses and some stolen or-
naments were seized from
their possession, the police
said.

Law may be amended to
appoint Kolkata Mayor: official

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KOLKATA

The West Bengal govern-
ment is mulling an amend-
ment in the Kolkata Munici-
pal Corporation Act, 1980,
to facilitate the appoint-
ment of a city mayor, a day
after Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee asked senior Tri-
namool Congress leader So-
van Chatterjee to step down
from the post, an official
said Wednesday.

Mr. Chatterjee, who was
the Housing and Fire Servic-
es Minister, resigned from
the Cabinet on Tuesday.

for the following works:

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL,
Tel: 0194-2403679,2401618-ext.No.2159, email:mechanicalskims@gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER, RE-01 Gist of e-NIT NO.62 OF 2018-19 Dated.19.11.2018
For and on behalf of Governor of Jammu & Kashmir State, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar, invites online
e-bids in two (02) cover system from Manufacturer’s/Authorized Dealers/Firms having expertise as detailed in the tender document

S.No.| Name of the Work :-

Estimated Cost (Rs. in Lacs)

plant for pump House at SKIMS, Soura.

1 Supply, Installation, testing and commissioning of De-mineralized water treatment

18.50

details.

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. bidders/tenderers may view, download the e-bid
document, seek clarifications and submit their bids online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender Document
contains qualifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of Quantities, &Terms and conditions of the contract and other relevant

i) Date and time of downloading/Sale of tender documents (Starting Date)

22.11.2018 from (11:00 Hrs)

i) | Date & Time of Bidding Queries/clarification/Pre-bid meet

26-11-2018 upto 14:00 Hours.

ii) | Last Date & Time of Bid Uploading

28.11.2018 upto 11:00 Hours

iv) | Date of Submission of hard copies (only original EMD/DD for document fee) | 29.11.2018 upto 14:00 Hours

v) | Date & Time of Commercial/technical Bid (Cover-I) opening

30-11-2018 11:00 Hours ( or next
convenient day) .

vi) | Date & Time of Financial Bid(Cover-lind) Opening of the qualifying Bidders

01-12-2018 11:30 Hours or next
Convenient Day).

vii) | Cost of e-bid Document

Rs.100/=( Rupees One Hundred only).

viii) | Amount of Earnest Money Deposit(CDR/FDR)

Hundred only)

Rs.2800 (Rupees Two thousand Eight

ix) | Completion Time

Forty-Five (45) days

x) | Budget Head

M&R (Non-Plan) for the year 2018-19

No:-SIMS 2269, Dated:- 20.11.2018

No:-SIMS 139 EX. 432/18-2092-2100-2267-2270, Dated:- 19.11.2018

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,
Mechanical, SKIMS

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR,
SHER-I-KASHMIR INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SOURA

Tel: 0194-2403679,2401618-ext.No.2159, email:mechanicalskims@gmail.com
NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
Gist of e-NIT NO.63 OF 2018-19 Dated.19.11.2018

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, MECHANICAL, SKIMS MC&H, BEMINA & SKIMS ,SOURA, SRINAGAR.

For and on behalf of Governor of Jammu & Kashmir State, Executive Engineer, Mechanical, SKIMS, Soura, Srinagar, invites online
e-bids in two (02) cover system from Original Lift Manufactures or their Authorized Dealers/Representatives/Registered firms
having experience in installation of lifts in Govt. institutions/ departments, detailed in the tender document for the following works:

S.No.| Name of the Work :-

Estimated Cost (Rs. in Lacs)

1 Design, Supply, Installation, Testing, Inspection and Commissioning of Sixteen (16)
Passenger capsule type Elevators for Nursing College at SKIMS, Soura.

35.90

details.

The complete tender document is available at website http://jktenders.gov.in. bidders/tenderers may view, download the e-bid
document, seek clarifications and submit their bids online up to the date and time mentioned in the table below. Tender Document
contains qualifying criteria for bidders. Specifications, Bills of Quantities, &Terms and conditions of the contract and other relevant

i) Date and time of downloading/Sale of tender documents (Starting Date)

22.11.2018 from (11:00 Hrs)

i) | Date & Time of Bidding Queries/clarification/Pre-bid meet

26-11-2018 upto 14:00 Hours.

ii) | Last Date & Time of Bid Uploading

29.11.2018 upto 11:00 Hours

iv) | Date of Submission of hard copies (only original EMD/DD for document fee) | 01.12.2018 upto 14:00 Hours

v) | Date & Time of Commercial/technical Bid (Cover-l) opening

03-12-2018 11:30 Hours ( or next
convenient day) .

vi) | Date & Time of Financial Bid(Cover-lInd) Opening of the qualifying Bidders

04-12-2018 11:30 Hours or next
Convenient Day).

vii) | Cost of e-bid Document

Eight hundred only).

Rs.1800/=( Rupees One Thousand &

viii) | Amount of Earnest Money Deposit(CDR/FDR)

Thousand & Eight hundred only)

Rs.71800 Lacs (Rupees Seventy One

ix) | Completion Time

LOI of Allotment Order.

Six (06) months from the date of issue of

x) | Budget Head

Ongoing Plan works for the year 2018-19

No:-SIMS 2265,Dated:- 20.11.2018

No:-SIMS 139 EX. 439/18-2101-11-2263-2266, Dated:- 19.11.2018

Sd/-

Executive Engineer,

Mechanical, SKIMS
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'Akshay appears betore SIT
‘in Kotkapura firing cases

Denies alleged role in arranging meeting between Dera chief and Sukhbir Badal

Make Swachhta Abhiyan
a success: Khattar
CHANDIGARH

Haryana CM Manohar Lal
Khattar on Wednesday urged
officers to make ‘Swachhta
Abhiyan' a success through
public participation and
contribute in making the
State clean. He asked officers
to ensure participation of
schoolchildren for awareness
about cleanliness. pti

Two tiger cubs found
dead in M.P.

MANDLA

Two tiger cubs were found
dead in Kanha Tiger Reserve
in Madhya Pradesh on
Wednesday, an official said.
The carcasses of the cubs that
were just over two-months-
old, were found by a
patrolling party in Mukki
forest range, KTR's field
director L. Krishnamurthy
said. p1i

12-year-old dies after
gate falls on him

KOTA (RAJASTHAN)

A 12-year-old boy died after
an iron gate of a temple
apparently fell on him while
he was playing near it in
Rajasthan’s Jhalawar district,
police said on Wednesday.
Harish Dangi was rushed to a
hospital, but was declared
brought dead, the police said,
adding that a case had been
registered. p1i

IED recovered in
Jharkhand

MEDININAGAR

A powerful improvised
explosive device (IED) was
recovered by security
personnel from naxalism-
affected Palamau district on
Wednesday. The recovery was
made during anti-naxalism
operation launched in the
area, located about 60 km
from here. p1i

Haryana enhances DA
for govt. employees
CHANDIGARH

The Haryana government has
enhanced dearness allowance
by 6% for the State
government employees, who
were drawing their pay in the
pre-revised pay scale or grade
as per the 6th Pay
Commission. pti

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHANDIGARH

The Special Investigation
Team of Punjab police, prob-
ing the 2015 police firing in-
cidents in Kotkapura, on
Wednesday questioned ac-
tor Akshay Kumar over his
alleged role in arranging
meeting between Dera Sa-
cha Sauda chief Gurmeet
Ram Rahim and former Pun-
jab Deputy Chief minister
Sukhbir Singh Badal.

Quizzed for 40 minutes
The Bollywood actor ap-
peared before the SIT here
and was questioned for over
40 minutes at the Police
headquarters.

Mr. Kumar was accompa-
nied with his counsel Sant
Pal Singh Sidhu, who later
talking to journalists said
“Akshay informed the SIT

Akshay Kumar returning to Mumbai after appearing before
the SIT in Chandigarh on Wednesday. =AKHILESH KUMAR

that he has never met Gur-
meet Ram Rahim and there-
fore the question of arrang-
ing any meeting between Mr.
Sukhbir Badal and Gurmeet
Ram Rahim at his residence

in Mumbai does not even ar-
ise,” said Mr. Sidhu.

‘Never met Sukhbir’
Mr. Sidhu added that Mr.
Akshay also told the SIT

Two aides of prime accused
remanded in CBI custody

Over sexual abuse of shelter home girls in Muzaffarpur

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUZAFFARPUR (BIHAR)

Two close aides of Brajesh
Thakur, the prime accused
in the Muzaffarpur shelter
home case in which the girl
inmates of the home were
sexually abused, were re-
manded in a five-day CBI
custody by a court here on
Wednesday.

The special court hearing
cases filed under the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual
Offences  (POCSO)  Act
passed the order, declining
the Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation’s (CBI) request for a
seven-day custody of Madhu
and Ashwani Kumar - who
allegedly posed as a doctor -
and posted the matter to No-
vember 26 for further
hearing.

Madhu, who was grilled
by the police on Tuesday af-
ternoon, was arrested on

Wednesday morning and
made to undergo medical
tests at the Sadar hospital,
before being produced be-
fore the court, along with
Ashwani, who was arrested
the previous night.

Madhu, who handled ma-
ny businesses of Thakur, had
told reporters that she was
not hiding but did not ap-
pear before the probe agen-
cy as she was never named
as an accused nor was a war-
rant issued against her.

‘Privy to no secrets’

She had also claimed that
she knew nothing about the
goings on at the Balika Grih
(shelter home for girls), was
“privy to no secrets” and re-
futed the media reports that
she used to liaison with in-
fluential people to promote
Thakur’s NGOs, newspapers
and other businesses.

Home dept. to examine
Punjab train tragedy report

Probe panel submits findings to State Home Secretary

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
CHANDIGARH

A 300-page magisterial
probe report on the Amrit-
sar train accident in which
about 60 people died last
month was submitted to the
Punjab Home Secretary on
Wednesday.

Jalandhar Divisional Com-
missioner B. Purushartha,
who was appointed special
executive magistrate by the
government to probe the Oc-
tober 19 accident, said the
report was submitted to
Punjab Home Secretary N. S.
Kalsi.

The report had state-
ments of over 150 people.
They included railway offi-
cials and Punjab Minister
Navjot Singh Sidhu’s wife
Navjot Kaur Sidhu, who was
the chief guest at the Dus-
sehra event, held close to
the railway tracks in
Amritsar.

The report would now be
examined by the Home De-

Sixty people, who had spilled onto the tracks while watching
burning of Ravan effigy on Dussehra, were mowed down by a

train in Amritsar. =riLE PHOTO PTI

partment, a senior official
said.

Minister Navjot Singh Sid-
hu, who had questioned the
Railways for giving a clean
chit to the train driver, too
had submitted his statement
in writing.

Opposition Akali Dal had
rejected the institution of a
magisterial probe and
sought registration of a cri-
minal case against Navjot
Kaur Sidhu and the event

organisers.

About sixty people were
mowed down by a train that
hurtled through a crowd,
which had spilled onto the
railways tracks while watch-
ing the burning of a Ravana
effigy on Dussehra this year.

The railways had initially
refused to order a probeBut
two weeks after the acci-
dent, it said the chief com-
missioner of Railway safety
would probe the tragedy.

jected to sexual

Kumar, who was arrested
from his in-laws place in Fa-
tehpur village under the Kur-
hani police station in the dis-
trict, did not have any
medical background.

He learnt how to adminis-
ter injections while sitting in
the clinic of his father, a doc-
tor, at Kurhani, about 30 km
from Muzaffarpur town.

He was associated with
Thakur’s NGO “Sewa San-
kalp Aur Vikas Samiti” and
allegedly used to administer
injections laced with seda-
tives to the shelter home in-
mates before they were sub-
abuse,
sources close to Kumar said.

A number of people have
so far been arrested in con-
nection with the high-profile
scandal, which came to light
following a social audit of Bi-
har shelter homes by Tata
Institute of Social Sciences.

members that he had never
met Mr. Sukhbir Badal out-
side Punjab.

Meanwhile,  Shiromani
Akali Dal termed the Akhay
Kumar’s interrogation by the
SIT as a “photo session”.

‘Sensationalising case’
Mahesh Inder Singh Grewal,
senior vice-president and
spokesperson of Akali Dal,
said that Mr. Kumar was
summoned only to “sensa-
tionalise” the case rather
than finding any substantive
evidence said.

“Mr. Akshay kumar does
not have any direct connec-
tion with the case but was
dragged in by the ruling Con-
gress government to drama-
tise and to make the case
sensational by summoning a
top actor of Bollywood,” he
alleged.

After Tejashwi’s protest, CCTV
removed from CM’s residence

RJD leader had claimed it was installed to snoop on him

AMARNATH TEWARY
PATNA

After Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Bihar Assembly Te-
jashwi Yadav’s furious prot-
est against being snooped
upon, the CCTV camera in
question — installed on the
rear boundary wall of Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s resi-
dence — was removed on
Wednesday. The high-reso-
lution CCTV camera, over-
looking the adjoining official
residence of Mr. Yadav, was

placed on November 15.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal
leader’s 5, Deshratna Marg
bungalow shares its boun-
dary with the Chief Minis-
ter’s 1, Anne Marg residence

on one side.

Mr. Yadav had expressed
outrage on social media over
the mounting of the CCTV
camera. The Bihar CM’s resi-
dence is surrounded by arte-
rial roads on three sides and

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav. =

the Leader of the Opposi-
tion’s residence on the
fourth side, he said, but the
CM felt the need for a CCTV
camera “only on the wall
bordering his political ad-
versary’s residence”. Mr. Ya-
dav had also used the inci-
dent to take a dig at Mr.
Kumar’s “obsession with
luxury and grandeur” given
his “self-proclaimed” auster-
ity. “While Nitish Kumar and
the police were well within
their rights to ensure the se-
curity of the CM, they had

no right to peep into our be-
drooms, the main entrance
of the house, kitchen and re-
sidential office of my resi-
dence,” he had added.

Later, the police said that
the camera was installed in
view of the “yearly security
audit” of the Chief Minister’s
residence.

The ruling NDA leaders
had slammed Mr. Yadav for
raising objections to the in-
stallation of the camera. “He
should not worry about the
CCTV camera as it has not
been put in his bedroom. He
seems worried that crimi-
nals coming to meet him
may get caught on the CCTV
camera,” Janata Dal (United)
spokesperson Sanjay Singh
had said. Sources close to
the Chief Minister told The
Hindu that he was not happy
with the CCTV camera in-
stallation and had expressed
his displeasure over it.

Fazr fun

Balancing act: Tourists take part in a ‘matka race’ at the Pushkar Camel Fair in Rajasthan on Wednesday. =e1i

BJP wins 5 mayoral seats in Uttarakhand

Civic polls in the State sprang a surprise with Independents grabbing 23 posts

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DEHRADUN

The BJP has won five of the
seven mayoral seats and 34
of the 84 chairman and pre-
sident posts in the Uttarak-
hand civic polls, while Inde-
pendents sprang a surprise
by grabbing 23 posts.

The Congress won 25 of
the chairman and president
posts in the State’s civic bo-
dies and the BSP won one
post, according to informa-
tion released by the State
Election Commission here
on Wednesday morning.

Results for one post is yet
to be declared, it said.

The civic body poll was a
high-stake battle for the rul-
ing BJP that was looking to
match its own impressive
showing in the Uttarakhand
elections last year when it
had won 57 out of 70 as-
sembly seats.

It was also significant for
the Congress that has been
struggling to stage a come-
back after its defeat in the
Assembly polls.

The BJP won five of the se-

CM Trivendra Rawat offers sweets to newly-elected Mayor of
Rishikesh, Anita Mamgai, in Dehradun on Wednesday. =pmi

ven mayoral seats, including  and went on till late in the af-

Dehradun, Rishikesh, Kashi-
pur, Rudrapur and Haldwa-
ni, while the Congress won
Haridwar and Kotdwar, the
commission said.

84 urban local bodies
Voting was held for 84 urban
local bodies, including se-
ven municipal corporations,
39 municipal councils and
38 Nagar Panchayats in Utta-
rakhand on Nov 18.
Counting for the polls be-
gan on Tuesday morning

Desperately seeking Netaji ahead of LS polls

Mulayam’s son Akhilesh, brother Shivpal gear up to celebrate his 8Oth birthday, seek blessings

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party founder
Mulayam Singh could find
himself in a dilemma of
choosing between son Akhi-
lesh and brother Shivpal,
both of whom will be cele-
brating his 80th birthday
separately on Thursday and
seek his “blessings” ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls.

The uncle and nephew
parted ways in 2016 after Ak-
hilesh removed Shivpal as
the SP’s State president and
last year, a national conven-

tion nominated the former
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
as party head replacing
Mulayam.

Shivpal Yadav’s Pragatish-
eel Samajwadi Party-Lohia
(PSPL) has planned State-
wide celebrations, including
events at the party’s office at
6, Lal Bahadur Shastri Marg,
here and Saifai, the native
place of the Yadav clan, in
Etawah.

The Akhilesh Yadav-led
Samajwadi Party (SP), which
has also planned to celebrate
Mulayam’s birthday across

wyww:dailyreader24:com

Mulayam Singh =

the State, will have an event
at its office in the Uttar Pra-
desh capital.

The PSPL has decided to
celebrate his birthday as
“Dharm Nirpekshta Diwas”

and organise a ‘dangal’
(wrestling event) in Saifai as
Mulayam was a wrestler
once and known for his skills
in the ring.

“We will be celebrating
the day as Dharm Nirpekshta
Diwas (secularism day) as
‘netaji’ (as Mulayam is fondly
called) is the one who stood
against communal forces
with full force.

“The objective of the day
will be to strengthen social
amity and ideology of secula-
rism,” Shivpal’s son and
PSPL general secretary Adi-

tya Yadav said.

The Samajwadi Party is
not far behind as it has also
announced State-wide cele-
brations like those of pre-
vious years and asked its dis-
trict officials and workers to
organise events.

“The SP has asked its dis-
trict and city cadre to cele-
brate Mulayam Singh Yadav’s
birthday. We have been orga-
nising his birthday earlier al-
so. He is not only our party’s
founder but also a samajwadi
icon,” SP spokesperson Ra-
jendra Chaudhary said.

ternoon on Wednesday.
Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat termed the re-
sult “historic” and said the
people had reposed their
faith in the saffron party.
BJP’s mayoral candidate
for Dehradun, Sunil Uniyal
Gama, who is said to be very
close to the Chief Minister
defeated his nearest rival Di-
nesh Aggarwal of the Con-
gress by over 35000 votes.
Other victorious BJP
mayoral candidates includ-

ed Anita Mamgai (Rishi-
kesh), Usha Chaudhry (Ka-
shipur), Rampal Singh
(Rudrapur) and Jogendra
Rautela (Haldwani).

Congress’s Anita Sharma
won in Haridwar and Hem-
lata Negi in Kotdwar.

Out of a total of 84 posts
of municipal council chair-
men and panchayat presi-
dents, results of 83 have
been declared. The BJP won
34, Congress 25, Indepen-
dents 23 and BSP one posts.

‘Historic results’

Mr. Rawat expressed his sa-
tisfaction at the results and
termed them “encouraging”
and “historic”, but said the
party will review the loss of
some key seats, including
Doiwala, his own
constituency.

“Apparently it seems the
equations went wrong in
Doiwala. But we will defi-
nitely introspect and identi-
fy the factors which led to
our defeat there,” Mr. Rawat
told reporters on the side-
lines of the celebrations.

Five mowed
down by car

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HISAR (HARYANA)

Five labourers were killed
and nine injured after a car
ran over them on an over-
bridge near Jindal steel plant
here, police said on Wednes-
day. The deceased were resi-
dents of Bihar’s Saharsa and
Khagaria districts.

The incident took place at
about 2 a.m. on Wednesday,
they said.

The car, which was head-
ed to Hansi, dashed against
the divider of the overbridge
and ran over the labourers
who were sleeping on a foot-
path, the police said.
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Opposition raises questions over
success of Jalyukta Shivar scheme

Congress calls the scheme a failure for using more tankers despite more rainfall; check facts, says BJP

STAFF REPORTER
MUMBAI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)-led State government
has come under the scanner
for the efficiency of its flag-
ship Jalyukta Shivar scheme
with the Opposition claim-
ing that despite higher per-
centage of rainfall in 2018, in
comparison with the pre-
vious years, the number of
water tankers currently de-
ployed has increased.

In 2014, Maharashtra re-
ceived 70.2% rainfall and to-
tal number of tankers de-
ployed in the week
beginning November 17,
2014, was 71. In 2015, the
state received 59.4% rainfall
and as per the data from Wa-
ter Supplies and Sanitation
department the number of

SUCCEeSS. =FILE PHOTO

NIA court
refuses to
share names

Precious commodity: The government has spent over 7,000
crore on the Jalyukta Shivar, which it has claimed as a grand

tankers deployed in the cor-
responding week was 693.
The implementation of the
Jalyukta Shivar gained mo-
mentum after that. In 2018,

“These numbers raise a
serious question over theJa-
lyukta Shivar scheme, for
which the government has
been claiming a grand suc-
cess. The scheme is aimed at
storing water at the village
level and increasing ground
water content. If those aims
are fulfilled, why is the num-
ber of tankers being de-
ployed in the state is increas-
ing?”  asked  Congress
spokesperson Sachin Sa-
want. He said that the go-
vernment has spent over
%7,000 crore on the scheme.

“If the scheme is not turn-
ing out to be useful then in-
quiry must be held on the
quality of work. Where has
the money gone? There
should be a judicial inquiry
into this scam,” he said.

the State has received total
rainfall of 74.4% but as of No-
vember 17, 2018 the total
number of tankers used
stands at 715.

Complaint against Raj Bhavan for
delay in reply to RTI application

Activist had sought details of Goa Governor’s tours

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

A National Investigation PANAJI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

has not furnished the infor-
mation sought by him nor

seas by the Governor and her
family from the day she as-

Replying to the allega-
tions, BJP said that the Con-
gress is misleading the peo-
ple and should instead look
at the number of tankers
from May, as it is the month
with the highest scarcity of
water. Party spokesperson
Keshav Upadhye said the
number of tankers used in
October-November can vary
as many places in the State
get retreating monsoon
showers.

“During Congress rule in
2013, a total of 2,322 tankers
were used in May despite
109% rainfall. On the con-
trary in 2017, despite 84%
rainfall only 1,047 tankers
were deployed. Congress
leaders should check their
facts instead of making base-
less allegations,” he said.

12 die in two
road accidents

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PUNE

At least 12 people from
Maharashtra were killed
and two seriously injured
in two separate road acci-

Agency (NIA) court on Wed-
nesday rejected a plea by
Lieutenant Colonel Prasad
Purohit, an accused in the
Malegaon 2008 blasts, seek-
ing names of witnesses in
the trial.

On November 12, Mr. Pu-
rohit had filed two applica-
tions — one stating that the
NIA has not submitted
names of all witnesses in
the trial, and that truncated
information was shared
with him. However, the NIA
counsel Avinash Rasal ob-
jected to it and said since
the matter is sensitive,
names cannot be shared.

Right to Information (RTT)
activist Advocate Aires Ro-
drigues on Wednesday filed
a complaint with the Goa
State Information Commis-
sion (GSIC) against Goa Raj
Bhavan for not furnishing in-
formation sought by him.

The Public Information
Officer (PIO) and the Secre-
tary to the Goa Governor
have been named respon-
dents in the complaint.

In his October 19 applica-
tion to the PIO at Raj Bhavan,
Mr. Rodrigues had sought in-
formation on details of offi-
cial and unofficial tours and
trips within India and over-

sumed office on August 31,
2014, and the total expendi-
ture incurred on each visit.

Mr. Rodrigues had further
sought details of guests in-
cluding VIPs, VVIPs and oth-
ers who stayed at Raj Bhavan
since August 31, 2014 and the
expenditure incurred on
each guest. He also sought
details of vehicles purchased
for Raj Bhavan since August
31, 2014.

In his complaint filed on
Wednesday, Mr. Rodrigues
has pointed out that though
the mandated time of 30
days, as specified in the RTI
Act, has elapsed Raj Bhavan

has responded to his
application.

He has sought that Raj
Bhavan be directed to fur-
nish the information imme-
diately and penalty be im-
posed on Raj Bhavan under
Section 20 of the RTI Act.

Earlier, while disposing
another petition filed by Mr.
Rodrigues, The Goa Chief In-
formation = Commissioner
had on October 15 upheld
the orders of the Commis-
sion that the Governor’s se-
cretariat of Goa Raj Bhavan is
a public authority and comes
within the purview of the
RTI Act.

dents, one in Nashik dis-
trict, and the other on the
Pune-Solapur highway in
neighbouring Karnataka
on Wednesday morning.

According to the police,
six members of a family re-
turning from Indore, in-
cluding three women and a
minor, were killed on the
spot following a collision
between a private vehicle
and a tempo truck in Nash-
ik’s Yeola taluk.

In another incident, six
labourers from Pune, lost
their lives when their vehi-
cle hit a truck in Vijayapura
district.

Pune residents oppose
compulsory helmet rule

Attempts to implement this have failed at least thrice before

SHOUMOJIT BANERJEE
PUNE

The Pune City police’s
much-publicised directive
making helmets compulso-
ry from January 1 next year
has met with opposition
from citizens, activists and
politicians cutting across
party lines who have joined
hands to form the ‘anti-hel-
met compulsion action
committee’.

Members of this commit-
tee vehemently opposed
Pune Police Commissioner
K. Venkatesham’s recent
decision to enact the provi-
sions of Sections 128 and
129 of the Motor Vehicles
(MV) Act, 1988 that make
wearing of helmets by two-
wheeler users mandatory.

Rising deaths

Mr. Venkatesham said the
decision follows increasing
number of fatalities among
two-wheeler riders — 211 so
far this year, and 195 in
2017.

“This compulsory enfor-
cement of the helmet rule,
attempted a number times
before in Pune — in Decem-
ber 2001, 2004, and again
in 2011-12 — ended in failure
each time. One reason is
that for every new police
chief taking charge, the hel-
met rule is often the easiest
to implement, like a show-
piece achievement,” noted
RTI activist Vivek Velankar,
told The Hindu.

Mr. Velankar, founder of
the ‘Sajag Nagrik Manch’,
called the move “thought-
less” and “absurd” as it did
not take into account the
appalling condition of the
city’s roads and the place-
ment of arbitrary speed-
breakers which aggravate
road accidents.

“The authorities are
completely apathetic about

Safety matters: The reason, according to Pune Police
Commissioner K. Venkatesham, to enforce the helmet rule is
the rising deaths of two-wheeler riders. Activists dismiss this
as 'thoughtless’ and 'absurd". =FiLe PHOTO

the state of the roads, yet
they are hell-bent on impos-
ing this rule. Instead of ad-
dressing ‘category A’ traffic
offences like lane-cutting,
overspeeding, or driving
from the wrong side, they
are focusing on helmets,”
he said.

Maximum two-wheelers
With more than 24 lakh
two-wheelers, the city
boasts the maximum num-
bers in the country.

A deplorable transport
system has ensured the pre-
sence of more two-wheel-
ers in the ever-burgeoning
city which is continually in
the throes of traffic snarls.

“Given Pune’s traffic con-
gestion, one cannot exceed
speeds of 25 km/hr on any
of the main roads. Plus,
there is the question of
physical ailments like spon-
dylitis occurring as a result
of driving with helmets for
a long time in a city where
traffic jams have become
the norm,” said Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) lead-
er Ankush Kakade.

Those opposing the
move have also questioned
the quality of helmets being

manufactured.

“There is bound to be a
scramble for helmets be-
fore January 1. There aren’t
enough ISI-certified hel-
mets being manufactured
in the country to satisfy
Pune’s requirements. The
police commissioner’s rash
decision will only spawn an
entire market of spurious
helmets,” Mr. Velankar ob-
served.

Meanwhile, in the first
phase, the police began
cracking the whip on go-
vernment officials found
driving without helmets.

‘Not for revenue’

Joint Commissioner of Pol-
ice, Shivaji Bodkhe, clari-
fied that the intent of the ci-
ty police is not revenue
garnering, as alleged by
those opposing the compul-
sory helmet rule.

“It is natural that there
will be some opposition.
But we are organising sensi-
tisation drives, not only in
government offices, but al-
so in private companies to
urge employers to convince
their staff of the benefits of
using a helmet,” Mr.
Bodkhe told The Hindu.
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GS - Modules (Paper-l & Ill)

Fresh Batch from 23" Nov.

Online/Offline Classes

Admissions

Open:
At Bliss Point Studies, 57/17, st Floor, Above Keventer

Near HDFC Bank, Old Rajender Nagar, New Delhi-110060
Contact : +918929714255 | email : researcherias@gmail.com

com | Website : lgeog.in

WORK OF G.I / SGI CASTINGS
Expressions of interest are invited
from suitable parties for: Fettling and
finishing work of grey Iron/ S.G Iron
foundry castings of monthly quantity of
250t0 500MT

Interested parties can visit the site
from 15-11-18 to 30-11-18 during
office hours for making a study for the
work and quote.

14-11-2018

d/-
Managingdirector

{82 KERALA BOOKS AND
PUBLICATIONS SOCIETY

(An undertaking of the
Government of Kerala)

No. P2-3176/LT/2018/4662  Dated: 19.11.2018
RE-E-TENDER NOTICE

Re-e-tenders are invited through www.
etenders.kerala.gov.in for the supply
of various varieties of maplitho reel
papers. The last date for submitting
e-tender along with 1% EMD, Tender
Form and agreement is 29.11.2018. For
more details and further information
please contact over phone 0484-
2422343 or visit our web site www.
keralabooks.org.

Sd/-

Managing Director i/c

LOOKING FOR permanent faculty for
History and Polity for an IAS
coaching for our Gwalior Centre.
Interested persons can send their
resume at info@gtalearnings.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
CENTRAL ARCADE CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION
CENTRAL ARCADE, DLF PHASE - Il

GURGAON (ADHOC BODY)
NOTICE

To,

All Members/Shop Owners of Central
Arcade Condominium Association, 'DLF
Phase-Il, Gurugram.

Sub: Elections of Governing Body of
Central Arcade Condominium Association
tobe held on 9" DECEMBER 2018.

Dear Members,

As per the order Dt. 23.10.2018 of District
Registrar of Firms & Societies, we have
been authorized to conduct the Elections of
the Central Arcade Condominium
Association. We are pleased to announce
the Elections to be held (as per the process
laid down under HRRS Act-2012) on
Sunday, the 9th December 2018 at Central
Arcade in Basement: of Central Arcade DLF
Phase-Il, Gurugram between 11.00 AM to
1.30 PM. The Results will be declared at
2.00 PM on the same day. All Eligible
members can participate and choose the 10
(Ten) Members of the Governing Body of
Central Arcade Condominium Association
of their choice. The nominations filed in ten
no.s or less will automatically be declared
elected unopposed. The nomination forms
are available with the Returning Officer Mr.
Vinod Kumar Kundra and with Mr. Deepak
Sachdeva. The list of Members will be
displayed at notice board of the association.
As repeated requests made and also by
speed post dt.30.10.2018 to the previous
President/previous Secretary cum
treasurer to provide us the list of eligible
members but they did not responded to us
in any way. Against our request to the
District Registrar dt.08.11.2018 to give us
the list of eligible members, the District
Registrar provided us the list as per record
of his office vide letter no. GGM/DIC/
DR/6152 DT. 19.11.2018. As no record has
been provided to us by the previous
management after repeated requests, we
request the members whose names
appears in the list displayed on the notice
board in Central Arcade and fulfill. the
criteria with clause 3 of by laws of the
Central Arcade Condominium Association
read with section 20(2) of Haryana
registration and regulation of societies act
2012, will be allowed only to participate for
voting and can contest the elections of the
Governing Body. Every eligible member has
to give a proof of his / her payments made to
participate in the Election process.The
nominations can be filed by 7th December
2018 and the withdrawals can be done latest
by 5.00 PM on 8th December 2018. The
contact details of :

Mr. Vinod Kumar Kundra (9953906332) are
given below. The duly filled nomination
forms should be submitted to Mr. Vinod
Kumar Kundra (The Returning Officer)
between 1.30PM to 4.00 PM on 4" Dec
2018, 5" Dec 2018, 6" Dec. 2018 & up to
5.00PMon 7" Dec 2018,

YOUR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION WILL BE
HIGHLY APPRECIATED. SIGNED

Dated: 22.11.2018 (ADHOC BODY)

TENDERS

WA faaTuee urfiresror
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
(TENDER ID: 2018_ AAI_17912_1)

ltem rate tenders are invited
through  CPP  e-tendering  portal
[https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app]
by Asst. General Manager (Engg-Civil),
Airports Authority of India, RHQ SR,
Operational Offices Complex , Chennai
— 600 027 on behalf of Chairman, AAl
from the eligible contractors for the
composite work of “Construction of

Hostel Accommodation in AAIl
(NAD) Residential colony at
Chennai Airport, Chennai . SH :

Civil and Electrical Works” for an
estimated cost of Rs.99868267/- with a
period of completion 12 (Twelve) months
[including 60 days ed for rain
period]. Last date and time of submission
of bid document is 30.11.2018 up to 1800
hrs.For detailed information, log on to
CPP e-Procurement portal reference:
https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app
Further clarification/corrigendum, if any, will
be notified through e-Procurement Portal at
https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app

wyww:dailyreader24icom

Dr. UPSC Android App

BEFORE MR SAURAV AGRAWAL
SOLE ARBITRATOR
IN THEARBITRATION BETWEEN

M/s Shasvat Advertising Pvt. Ltd (D - 182,

2nd Floor, Lajpat Nagar — |, New Delhi —

110024) ...Claimant
AND

1. M/S BYRS INTERNATIONAL PVT. LTD

305, Arunachal Building, 19,Barakhamba
Road, Connaught Place, New Delhi- 110001

2. Rahul Gaur

R/o B-191 Sector 44, Noida U.P - 201301
Also at,

L-501, Le Lagune Society, Behind
Ambience mall, Gurgaon, Haryana - 122011
3. Mrs. Navneet Gaur
R/o B-191,Sector 44, Noida U.P - 201301

Also at,
L - 501, Le Lagune Society, Behind
Ambience mall, Gurgaon, Haryana -122011
....Respondents
NOTICE OF PROCEEDING
Take Notice that M/s Shasvat Advertising Pvt.
Ltd the Claimant has/have instituted the|
aforementioned arbitration proceedings|
against the Respondents before me as the
Sole Arbitrator. Several attempts had been
made to serve the above Respondents. In
some cases, the postal envelopes were)
delivered or refused, butin some cases, it was
retumed unserved. The Arbitrator vide order|
dated 16.10.2018 has directed the Claimant of]
the Notice of the present proceedings be also
affected by publication. Hence, this|
proclamation under Order 5 Rule 20 CPC is|
hereby issued for the Respondentsto appear|
personally or through their counsels on the|
next date of hearing i.e. 23.11.2018 at 5:00|
PM atFlatNo. 3D, White House Apartment, 10|
Bhagwan Das Road, New Delhi — 110001.
Take notice that, in default of appearance on.
the day before mentioned, the above said
case will be heard and determined ex-
parte.The contact details of the advocate of]
the Claimant i.e. Anand Mishra, Advocate,6/3|
Kalkaji Extension, Opposite Nehru Place,
New Delhi, (Mobile) 9810123420.
Given under my hand, this the 12th day,

November, 0f2018 Saurav Agrawal

(Sole Arbitrator)

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby notified that my
clientis intending to Purchase Basement
Floor (area about 1574 sq. ft.) & Ground
Floor (area about 1976 sq. ft) in
property bearing Pvt. No. G-4, being
part of property No.31/77, West Punjabi
Bagh, New Delhi-26 with undivided,
indivisible and impartial proportionate
share in land beneath & other amenities
from (1) M/s Barkat Raj Infra Pvt. Ltd.
having registered office at 416, Ground
Floor, Bhera Enclave, Paschim Vihar,
New Delhi (2) Lavlish Chawla S/o Sh.
K.R. Chawla R/o G-80, Mansarover
Garden, New Delhi-15 and (3) Sh.
Navnish Chawla S/o Sh. K.R. Chawla R/o
G-80, Mansarover Garden, New Delhi-
15. However, before purchasing the
aforesaid property my client hereby
gives instant notice to the public at large
and calls upon all or any person(s) who
may have any right, title or interest in the
aforesaid property andfor who have
either already filed or intend to file any
claim, dispute, petition, appeal or other
like proceeding or had obtained any
decree, award or other award
concerning the said property to submit
all their objections & claims in writing
together with supporting documents /
proofs thereof, to the undersigned
within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice failing which my
client shall presume that no adverse
claims or objections concerning the
property in question exists or if the same
do exist, they stand waived hereinafter;
and such event my client shall proceed
to purchase the aforesaid property by
way of registered Sale Deed.
Manjeet Singh Bhamra Advocate
Office : 2/1 (2nd Floor) Furniture Block,
Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-110015

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

REPAIR LAPTOP/DESKTOP at your
doorstep(affordable price).
Ph:8860890477, https:/urmishan.com
[contact-us

A ND-NDE
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Cabinet expansion may
be put off in Karnataka
BENGALURU

The much-awaited expansion
of the Karnataka Cabinet is
likely to be put off yet again
as Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and senior Central
leaders of the party are busy
in campaigning for the
Assembly elections. During
an interaction with The Hindu
on Wednesday, Deputy Chief
Minister G. Parameshwara
said the central leaders had
not yet given any specific
dates for holding talks with
State leaders on Cabinet
expansion.

Vishweshwar Reddy to
join Congress tomorrow
HYDERABAD

After submitting his
resignation to the Telangana
Rashtra Samiti on Tuesday, its
Chevalla MP Konda
Vishweshwar Reddy met
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi in New Delhi on
Wednesday and conveyed his
wish to join the party. Mr.
Reddy will join the Congress
in the presence of UPA
chairperson Sonia Gandhi who
will be felicitated at a public
meeting to be held in
Medchal on Friday.

in Sabarimala, HC tells police

‘Prohibitory orders
do not apply to
mantra chanting’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A Division Bench of the Kera-
la High Court directed the
police not to prevent ge-
nuine pilgrims, individually
or in groups, from proceed-
ing to Sabarimala and chant-
ing Sarana mantras.

The Bench comprising
Justice P.R. Ramachandra
Menon and Justice N. Anil
Kumar made it clear that the
prohibitory orders issued
under Section 144 of the Cri-
minal Procedure Code
would not stand in the way
of the genuine pilgrims pro-
ceeding to Sabarimala and
also chanting of Sarana
mantras.

The court, however, ad-
ded that if anybody
breached peace, it was up to
the police to identify the vio-
lators and take appropriate
action against them. The
court directed the State go-
vernment to produce the
files, including police re-

Minister Pon. Radhakrishnan arrives at Sannidanam in
Sabarimala on Wednesday. =H.visHu

ports, leading to the issue of
prohibitory orders.

The Bench passed the or-
der on two writ petitions
challenging the validity of
the prohibitory orders is-
sued by the Pathanamthitta
and Kottayam district collec-
tors at Sabarimala and its ad-
joining areas.

When the petitions were
taken up for hearing, the
court orally observed that
the fact that a group of 110
pilgrims, including 33 chil-
dren, from Mumbai had to
return without having dar-

shan pointed to the sad state
of affairs at Sabarimala. This
was perhaps because the ex-
cessive restrictions had
created fear in their minds.

The court orally observed
that it had occasion to see
that the police was waking
up sleeping pilgrims and
sending them out at Sabari-
mala.

The court said that the
police were not abiding by
the oral directives of the
High Court not to prevent
pilgrims from using the ‘Na-
dappanthal’.

Pon. Radhakrishnan flays
police, administration
PATHANAMTHITTA

Union Minister of State for
Finance and Shipping Pon.
Radhakrishnan, who was on
his annual pilgrimage to the
Ayyappa temple on
Wednesday, came down
heavily on the “unnecessary
and avoidable restrictions
imposed on the pilgrims" by
the police and the
administration at Sabarimala.
Mr. Radhakrishnan alleged
“arrogance” by a police
official who had an argument
with him over movement of
vehicles to Pampa.

BJP leader K. Surendran,
71 others granted bail
PATHNAMTHITTA

A court here on Wednesday
granted conditional bail to 72
people, including BJP general
secretary K. Surendran, who
were arrested in connection
with the Sabarimala temple
row. Mr. Surendran, along
with two others, had been
arrested on November 18
from Nilackal as he tried to
proceed to the temple
despite being advised by the
police against visiting it due
to law and order issues. pTi

First photo’ of Ortolan Bunting in India is out

The bird was
photographed
near Mangaluru

RAVIPRASAD KAMILA
MANGALURU
In a rare sighting that has
been photographed, birder
K. Vivek Nayak from Manga-
luru captured through his
lens the ‘Ortolan Bunting’,
which breeds from Mongolia
to Europe and migrates to
Africa via the Middle East.
Mr. Nayak, from Coastal

Karnataka  Birdwatchers’
Network, told The Hindu
that he spotted the bird at
Kenjar, on the outskirts of
the city, on Sunday (Novem-
ber 18) at about 4.15 p.m.

‘First photo in India’

“The bird was drinking wa-
ter in a marshy field,” he
said. After Mr. Nayak shared
the spotting of the bird and
its photograph on social me-
dia, some birders comment-
ed that it is the first photo-
graphic record of an Ortolan

bunting in India.

Praveen J. from Bird Count
India, a consortium of sever-
al groups of birders across
India, told The Hindu: “It is
the definitive photograph
from India.”

Mr. Praveen said that the
bird appears to be ‘disorient-
ed’, and it is a young one.
While migrating, if an Orto-
lan bunting loses its way, it
may land anywhere, he said.

The International Union
for Conservation of Nature’s
(IUCN) red list of threatened

species has placed Ortolan
bunting in the “Least Con-
cern” category.

‘Wonderful sighting’
Shivashankar, a birder and
the co-author of the book,
‘Birds of Southern Coastal
Karnataka’, wrote: “Wonder-
ful sighting of Ortolan bunt-
ing at Mangaluru by Vivek.”
Another birder Prashantha
Krishna M.C. wrote: “This
one is the first confirmed
photographic record for In-
dia”

'‘Ortolan Bunting'
photographed by K. Vivek

Nayak. =sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Narrow escape: A trainer aircraft of the Rajiv Gandhi Aviation Academy that crash-landed on a
field in Ranga Reddy district of Telangana. The pilot escaped with minor injuries. =NAGaRA GoPAL

‘Will not bow come what may’

A.P. CM takes to Twitter to tear into BJP, Jagan and Pawan

STAFF REPORTER
VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu said he would
not keep quiet if the Central
government tries to dictate
things to the State and as-
serted that the rapid deve-
lopment achieved by And-
hra Pradesh (A.P.) was
unpalatable to the BJP lead-
ers.

Mr. Naidu stated on Twit-
ter that the BJP was throwing
a spanner in the develop-
ment of A.P. and people
would teach it a lesson for
doing ‘politics of vengeance.
He alleged that YSR Con-
gress president Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy feared that he
would be sent to jail if he
criticised the Modi govern-
ment. It was due to the same
compulsion that Mr. Jagan
compromised the interests
of A.P. instead of confront-
ing the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment on the injustices met-
ed out by it.

Taking a similar line, Jana
Sena Party president Pawan

N. Chandrababu Naidu
unveiling the Telugu Talli
statue. =cH. VIJAYA BHASKAR

Kalyan washed his hands of
the joint fact-finding com-
mittee report which stated
that 375,000 crore was due
to A.P. from the Central go-
vernment, and started criti-
cising the State government
for no reason.

The CM reiterated that he

Naidu will not
share stage
with Sonia

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
HYDERABAD

TDP leader N. Chandrababu
Naidu will not share the
stage with the Congress
leader Sonia Gandhi at her
November 23 election rally
in Telangana, State AICC
in-charge R.C. Khuntia said.
This ends the speculation
over whether the Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
would join Ms. Gandhi at
her public meeting.

was trying to bring the anti-
BJP parties on to a single
platform to save the country
and its democratic fabric.
“Let any attempt be made
to intimidate us, our morale
will be intact. We will save
the country by putting up a
collective fight,” he said.
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‘Debtridden farmer found

Himachal CM to launch
schemes in Palampur
DHARAMSHALA

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur will
visit Palampur on November
23 to launch different
developmental schemes
worth crores of rupees, a
spokesman said on
Wednesday. i

J&K civil secretariat to be
made plastic-free soon
JAMMU

The civil secretariat, the seat
of power in Jammu and
Kashmir, will be made free of
plastic soon, an official said
on Wednesday. The
government will also issue a
notification in this regard,
Chief Secretary B.V.R.
Subrahmanyam said during an
event here to mark World
Toilet Day. p1i

One killed, 7 injured as
buses collide in U.P.
GORAKHPUR

One person was killed and
seven were injured when two
buses collided on the
Lucknow-Gorakhpur highway
here due to dense fog, the
police said on Wednesday.
The accident took place at
about 2 a.m .in the Khorbar
area. p1i

Youth gets 7 years in jail
for raping minor
MUZAFFARNAGAR

A special POCSO court here
has sentenced a 26-year-old
man to seven years in prison
for abducting and raping a
15-year-old girl in 2014. pmi

Special LHB rake for
Buddhist circuit

KAPURTHALA

The Rail Coach Factory here
on Wednesday rolled out the
first rake of 12 special Linke-
Hofmann-Busch coaches for
its Buddhist circuit, an official
said. The important places
associated with Buddha's life
are covered in the circuit. . p1i

ASHOK KUMAR
JHAJJAR

Prakash Punia, 50, had a
two-acre plot and sown
another six acres on con-
tract, but the land was inun-
dated with rainwater in mid-
September damaging the
entire crop. He had an un-
paid loan of %3 lakh, includ-
ing over 1 lakh interest for
non-payment.

Prakash had borrowed
around ¥90,000 for a trol-
ley and 1 lakh through Ki-
san Credit Card for crops
from Sarva Haryana Gramin
Bank's Silani Branch nine
years ago. He had taken six
acres on contract for
390,000 this season hoping
to make some profit to pre-
pare for his daughter's
wedding.

But destiny had a diffe-
rent plan for him.

On November 15, he left
home after a morning meal.
The next evening, he was
found dead, having taken
his own life.

“He was perturbed for
the past few days. Both our
children are of marriageable
age, but we are reeling un-
der financial crisis due to
crop failure. He had also got
several notices from the
bank recently to repay the

to his anxiety,” recalled Pra-
kash’s wife Suresh, their
daughter Preeti, a Hindi
postgraduate, beside her.
They also have a son,
Sachin.

Prakash’s nephew Satbir
said that several hundred
acres in Khudan and neigh-
bouring villages, including
Haryana Agriculture Minis-
ter O.P. Dhankar’s native vil-
lage Dhakla, were inundat-
ed due to heavy rains in
September causing massive
damage to crops in the re-
gion. “Despite the Haryana

‘dead in Jhajjar district

District administration orders probe into November 16 death

Farmers a worried lot

ASHOK KUMAR
JHAJJAR

Forty-year-old Jaibir and his
brothers at Khudan village
here had together bor-
rowed %5 lakh through the
Kisan Credit Cards for the
kharif crop this year. But
they lost around 70% of the
crop, mostly paddy and baj-
ra, due to waterlogging in
their farms after heavy rain
in September.

Mr. Jaibir is worried as to
how he would repay the
loan, the first instalment of
which is due in December.
“If 1 fail to pay the instal-
ment, the interest rate
would increase from 6% to
16%. But I have no choice.
Of the around 12-acre land,
we brothers have lost 70%
crop in seven acres,” he
said.

Most of the farmers in his
village and the neighbour-
ing villages met the same
fate.

Nau Ratan Pradhan,72,
chipped in saying that al-
most 80% land in their vil-
lage was inundated with
rainwater and more than
100 acres could not be pre-

government announcing to
pump out water by October
27, nothing happened. The
prospects of many farmers
in this region to sow rabi
crop are also bleak,” he said.

‘Waive off loan’

Farmers' leader Shamsher
Singh demanded that Ha-
ryana government waive off
the outstanding loan to the
deceased, provide financial
help to his family, and give a
government job to the son.
He also sought registration

A farmer points towards his inundated field in Khudan

village. =AsHOK KUMAR

pared even for the rabi
crop.

“Another 200 acres
would also get considerably
delayed for the sowing of
rabi crop,” he lamented.

The rain came at a time
when the crop was just a
few weeks away from being
harvested.

Mr. Pradhan said after re-
peated requests, the dis-
trict administration ar-
ranged for a pump set to
drain out the water, but the
pipes were found leaking.
“It has been more than two
months, but still the fields
are inundated,” he said.

“No one wants to take his

of an abetment-to-suicide
case against the officials
concerned responsible for
pumping out the water. Mr.
Singh sought making public
the figures on the farmers’
deaths in Haryana since
2016. He claimed that
another farmer owning ten
acres had died by suicide
the previous month in the
district.

Deputy Commissioner,
Jhajjar, Sonal Goel, told The
Hindu that a probe by Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (Jhaj-

life, but Prakash took the
extreme step forced by fi-
nancial crisis,” said 73-year-
old ex-serviceman Krishan
Singh.

None of the villagers, ho-
wever, has taken the crop
insurance under the Prad-
han Mantri Fasal Bima Yoja-
na. “We are an illiterate pe-
ople. We don't know the
procedure to take crop in-
surance,” he said.

Prakash's brother Pra-
deep Kumar said that Pras-
san, a fellow villager, had
taken crop insurance last
year, but did not get claim
for the failure of his nine-
acre crop.

jar) had been ordered. She
claimed that Jhajjar was one
of the best performing dis-
tricts in dealing with the cri-
sis arising out of heavy rains
and only a few low-lying
areas remained
waterlogged.

Superintending Engineer,
Irrigation, Ramesh Kumar
said most of the water in
Khudan was pumped out,
but the farmers were not
willing to give passage to
drain out the remaining wa-
ter causing an impasse.

Nothing new
in youngsters
joining
ULFA-I: Sarma

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI

Assam Finance Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said
on Wednesday that there
was nothing new in young-
sters from the State joining
the proscribed ULFA (In-
dependent) and sought to
underplay the outfit’s
“commander-in-chief” Pa-
resh Baruah’s nephew
joining it.

He attacked former
Chief Minister Tarun Go-
goi for saying that many
youngsters from Assam
had joined the ULFA(I)
during the present Bhara-
tiya Janata Party govern-
ment’s rule in the State
and wondered whether
those arrested for being
members of the outfit dur-
ing the Congress regime
were “fake”.

Nothing new

“There is nothing new in
youngsters joining the UL-
FA(I). Every year, 150-200
youngsters join the outfit.
If a journalist joins the in-
surgent group, it can be
considered as a new infor-
mation,” Mr. Sarma said
on the sidelines of a BJP
meeting.

On the issue of Mr. Ba-
ruah’s nephew Munna
joining the outfit, he said:
“There is nothing surpris-
ing about ULFA(I) chief’s
nephew joining the outfit.
If he (Munna) does not join
the ULFA(I), then who
will? Is that news?”

Taking a swipe at the
Congress to which Mr. Go-
goi belongs, Mr. Sarma,
who is also the convener
of the North East Demo-
cratic Alliance consisting
of the BJP and regional
parties, said: “Like the
Congress, the ageing Pa-
resh Baruah too chose his
own blood as his heir to
take forward his mission.”

 WEATHER WATCH

: RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/IMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) :

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy/very heavy rain is likely at isolated
. places over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Kerala :
MAX  MIN :

DaTty RAIN MAX  MIN cITy RAIN
: Agartala —....28.2....15.1 Kozhikode ............. 0.4...34.2...26.0 :
¢ Ahmedabad ....34.8...16.6  Kurnool.. ..34.4..22.0 :
© Aizwal ....... ...30.2....12.6 Lucknow. ...28.6....12.5
: Allahabad .. ...32.3....148 Madurai.. 3.4..34.1...23.2 :
* Bengaluru.. ....26.6....20.0 Mangaluru. ...34.6...240 :
: Bhopal... ...31.1....18.0 Mumbai.. .34.8...23.4 :
: Bhubanes ....32.7...189 Mysuru... .30.0....15.9 :
: Chandigarh .- 27.2...116 New Delhi . .28.2...12.4
: Chennai..... .22.6....24.2...23.6 Patna..... ..288....14.6 :
: Coimbatore ...32.6....22.4 .30.8....24.0 :
¢ Dehradun... ....26.8....10.5 28.2...20.3 :
© Gangtok. ....16.8......8.5 .31.7....18.1 :
: Goa....... ...34.4..237 i .32.5...193 ¢
: Guwahat .. 27.1....15.0 Ranchi ..30.2....146 :
¢ Hubballi. ....31.0...21.0 Shillong.. .18.4..... :

Hyderabal ...31.9...19.8 Shimla....

Imphal ...243.....55 Srinagar .

Jaipur .—..29.2....15.7 Trivandrum

Kochi .37.8....31.0....23.2 Tiruchi ......

Kohima.. ....22.0......8.6 Vijayawada .

Kolkata —....31.1....20.1 Visakhapatnam ......... -

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius)
. Pollutants in the air you are breathing

CITIES S0 NO: CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE
: Ahmedabad ...... 56 .80 59 ..178 ... - .

Yesterday

: Bengaluru........ .9 .17 78 ... - .110 ... In observation m;de at

: f _ 4.00 p.m., Muzaffarpur,

: CheqnaL 17 .16 63 ...50 ... Bihar recorded an overall
¢ Delhi..... 35 323 56 ..403 .397 ... air quality index (AQl)

: Hyderabad. 4 73 41 ..148 132 .. score of 445 indicating an

unhealthy level of
pollution. In contrast,
Tirupati recorded a
healthy AQI score of 56

! Kolkata..... 20 .68 28 .354 245 ..
: 21 107 71 404 ...m ..

 Pune.. 78 20 66 .122 .93 ..
: Vishakhapatnam ..— ..— .— .. — s - =

¢ Air Quality Code: Ml Poor I Moderate Ml Good (Readings indicate average AQl) :
: S02: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, :
: making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

: particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

: and monuments.

: NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

: reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

¢ CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

¢ critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

: dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

: PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

: nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

¢ lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

: premature death in people with heart or lung disease
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Best View Infracon Ltd. Auction) T 3@l ST Fe & T T8 Ase X fereha a 2018-19 % R 3o &/ =t
Corporate Office: 201-212, 2nd Floor, Splendor Forum, Frrertfa dofra 1o TR 1,000/- (Teh X EUL) ST HIATHT, TSI HLATHT AT &
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Notice is hereby given that the Company’s proposed Commercial q&?;%%?}é%;%igoggg}ﬁw FT T & ST (ATTe-1e)
Complex at Malviya Nagar Metro Station Complex, New Delhi

has been accorded Environment Clearance by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF & CC), New Delhi.
A copy of the Environment Clearance letter is available in the

G [ ] S e
office of MoEF & CC at Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road,

(G EOGbRAPHY) New Delhi, and Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC) at

Y 4" Floor, ISBT Building, Kashmere Gate, Delhi.

301.307 3¢ Floor Satija House Dr. Mukherjee Nagar Delhi-09
011-42244443, 9643480019, 9818193030

HIMACHAL PRADESH
I1&PH DEPARTMENT
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

For Best View Infracon Ltd. Sealed item rates short terms tender is hereby invited on Form No. IPH 6 & 8 by the
AJAY RAJ SINGH & Place: New Delhi Sd/- Executive Engineer, I&PH Division, Dharamshala on behalf of Governor of Himachal
SATYA PRAKASH Dated: 22-11-2018 Company Secretary Pradesh from approved eligible contractors / Firms enlisted in the appropriate class with

HP IPH Department for the following work through offline tendering process, so as to
reach in the office of the Executive Engineer, I&PH Division, Dharamshala on or
before 30.11.2018 up to 11.00 A.M. The tenders will be opened on the same day at 11.30
A.M. in the presence of intending contractors/ firms or their authorized representatives,
who may wish to be presented at the time of opening the tenders. The application (s) for
issue of tender (s) form (s) shall be received on or before 29.11.2018 up to 3-00 P.M. and
form/ forms shall be issued up to 29.11.2018 from 10.00 A.M. to 4.00 P.M. against cash
payment (Non refundable). The rates in tender form (s) will be filled in words and figures,
otherwise, the tender will be rejected. The earnest money in the shape of FDR/ National
Saving Certificate duly pledged in favour of Executive Engineer, 1&PH Division,
Dharamshala. Conditional tender or tender (s) received without earnest money will be
similarly rejected. The Executive Engineer, I&PH Division, Dharamshala reserves right to
reject the tender(s) without assigning any reason. The option of the tender will be kept

Batch Begins

from 26.11.18.

Time: 2PM to 4PM
GEOGRAPHIA IAS

INSTITUTE

92, 1st Floor, Old Rajendra Nagar,

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

CHENNAI - 600 003
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
E-TENDER NOTICE FOR THE SUPPLY OF STORES

Principal Chief Medical Director, Headquarters, Southern Railway, for
and on behalf of the president of India, invites ONLINE tender for the
following supply contract as per Tender Notice given in IREPS website.
Firms are requested to login to http://www.ireps.gov.in->E-Tender->

. . Goods & Services (New) and quote against this tender. Manual opened for 120 days.
Main Mkt., Near Kotak Mahindra Bank. quotations will not be entertained for this tender. Closing time for the P Y
(M): 8882452505 tenderis 11:00 hours on the date noted below. Sr. Name of work Estimated |Earnest| Time |Cost of | Remarks
No. Cost Money | Limit |Tender
SI.No Tender No. Description Due Date Form
1. |SR1805312310612 | DAPTOMYCIN INJ 350 MG VIAL | 19.12.2018 1. | Construction of FIS Fatt & Dhani | 427750/- |8555/- |3 250/-
Di Kuhl in GP Paddar in Tehsil months

Principal Chief Medical Director Dharamshala Distt. Kangra(HP)

(SH:- Construction of RCC
lining in main Kuhl from RD 400-
550 mtr = 150 mtr)

Terms and Conditions:-

by : Surendra Raut
UPSC / BPSC
5 Days Free Workshop

57/11, Old Rajendra Ngr., Delhi

JHARKHAND BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LTD
(CIN: U40108JH2013SGC001702)
24 nov.

Regd. Office: Engineering Building, H.E.C., Dhurwa, Ranchi-4 1:- The application (s) for issue of tender(s) shall be received on or before
206, 2nd Floor, Jaina House, fax # 0651-2400483 e-mail : cesp.jseb({gredifﬁnail.eom 29.11.2018 up to 3-00 P.M. and form (s) shall be issued on 29.11.2018
Dr. Mukherjee Nagar TO ADVERTISE from 10-00 A.M. to 4.00 P.M. against cash payment (Non refundable)
. 1* Time Extension Notice 2:- The earnest money in the shape of FDR/ National Saving Certificate duly
. L R .. . ledged in favour of Executive Engineer, I&PH Division, Dharamshala/
2 4 Nov. m PLEASE CONTACT Last date of uploading of bid documents, last date of physical submission of tender fee and bid gertg’icate for exemption of earnest mc?ney.
vaterns | 9015271823 opening date of following short e-procurement notice no. is hereby extended as below :- 3e Conditional tender or tender (s) received without earnest money will be
Mr. N SELVA KUMAR . . Extended online bid | Last date of physical Technical bid summarily rejected.
Sl. | Tender notice no. and description . . R . . .
PUBLIC NOTICE PH: 98203 50726 No of item uploading/ submission of tender | opening date and 4:- The contractor must give the copy of enlistment/ renewal and photocopy of
PUBLIC NOTICE selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in ) submission end date fee and EMD time indivigiual PAN No. /GST No/EPF No with the applic_atior_1 at the time of
General public is hereby informed that my clients 174/PR/JBVNL/ 2018-19 26.11.2018 upt 2711.2018 upto 13:00 27 11.2018 upt applying the tender(s) documents or must be attached with his tender form.
Shri Udit Khattri, Shri Adit Khattri both Sons of 1. | Copper Control Cables of different ol upto B upto 15: ol upto 5:- The tender form (s) will be issued to only those contractors who are found
Late Devendra Singh Khattri and Smt. Purnima Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL size 18:00 Hrs Hrs. 18:00 Hrs. eligible/suitable and competent
Khattri W/o Late Devendra Singh Khattri all R " : )
D(;a.||?250.l|)3, e\‘/iiasf)‘i:i',] @W'B%w.fo&g_ ThZ PH 98110 06590 175/PR/JBVNL/ 2018-19 26.11.2018 upto 27.11.2018 upto 13:00 27.11.2018 upto 6:- The Securlty, Income tax, G.S.T., education cess and labour cess etc. shall be
above mertined Fatbeongs o Devender Singh gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in 2| MS Nuts & bolts of different size 18:00 Hrs Hrs 18:00 Hrs deducted according to instructions of the Govt. time to time.
atlr who expired on 16-09-; . Now above . - . . . . ; }
mentioned persons are absoluts and legal heirs of . Further details against the above NIT No. can be seen on website http:jharkhandtenders.gov.in and may £ If holldtay fa‘l(l's oré the td1a1te3%f: R/tlanlng the tender(s), the same will be opened
DDAFlatNo.250.0,in pocket DG, Thid Flor, THE:={ s HINDU be contacted on Mobile No. 09431135523 / 0651-2400151/ NIC helpline No. 0651-2400178. Submission on nextworking day at 11.30 A.M.
aﬁyﬁi‘g%as énylcﬁ:&a7igh ;vavectﬁer givoand of tender fee/EMD will not be accepted by courier/Regd. Post. Further details. Sd/-
take for this flat may contact at above address wWied vg Irefed § Soll 9919 | g ) n q Executive Engineer,
fom the date o publcaton ofthis roce witinf0 R T e o el T B WA g s o - 181 [ I&PH Division,
gﬁﬁﬁm@’gﬁcﬁdalm il beenterned uncer PR 196008 (Jharkhand Bijlee Vitran Nigam Ltd) 18-19 (D) ESE (Purchase) HP/3287/18-19 HIM SUCHANA AVAM JAN SAMPARK Dharamshala.

Sd/- SUBHASH CHANDER RAWAT, ADVOCATE]
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Navy makes formal request
for multi-role U.S. copters

IN BRIEF

Javadekar launches
innovation cell at AICTE
NEW DELHI

Union HRD Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Wednesday
launched through video
conference an innovation cell
at the All India Council of
Technical Education (AICTE)
to promote innovation in all
higher education institutions
across the country.

Aadhaar cards dumped;
postman faces action
KKADAPA

Hussain, a postman in
Yerraguntla post office,
allegedly left behind a bundle
of Aadhaar cards in a
restaurant, instead of
delivering them. On finding
no takers after some days,
the hotel staff dumped the
bundle on the road. The
postman, however, claimed
that he had forgotten it at the
hotel. The postman will be
quizzed on Thursday.

H1NT1 cases on

therise in Kerala
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Health Department
has issued an alert on HINT,
which has been showing a
spike in the State since
September. There have been
494 confirmed cases of HIN1
this year till date, including 24
deaths. Cases are spread
throughout districts, with 175
cases and nine deaths being
reported in November alone.

Police register rape case
against actor Alok Nath
MUMBAI

The Oshiwara police on
Wednesday registered a rape
case against actor Alok Nath
on a complaint filed by a
prominent film-maker. Last
month, she had alleged that
following a party 19 years
ago, Mr. Nath had sexually
assaulted her. Additional
Commissioner of Police (West
region) Manoj Kumar Sharma
confirmed that an FIR had
been registered.

Naidu’s
grandson
richer than
him by 15 cr.

Chandrababu Naidu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AMARAVATI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du has net assets worth
32.99 crore while his three-
year-old grandson Nara De-
vaansh is richer with assets
worth 18.71 crore in his
name.

Mr. Naidu’s son and In-
formation Technology Mi-
nister Nara Lokesh de-
clared the family’s assets at
a press conference on
Wednesday.

Mr. Lokesh’s assets shot
up to 321.40 crore from
15.21 crore last year.

The value of Mr. Naidu’s
assets rose by just 346 lakh
compared to last year while
his debt burden reduced
from %5.64 crore to 35.31
crore on a housing loan.

The new house he built
in Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad,
has been valued at ¥8.96
crore against 37.75 crore
last year.

Mr. Naidu’s wife Bhuva-
neswari is the richest mem-
ber of the family with net
assets worth ¥31.01 crore,
which rose from 325.41
crore last year. Her “liabili-
ties” too increased from
320.90 crore to 322.35
crore during the year.

Mr. Lokesh’s wife Brah-
mani saw her assets decline
by half to %7.72 crore from
%15.01 crore last year. Her
liabilities shot up from
%36.14 lakh to 35.66 crore.
Their son Devaansh grew
richer by over X7 crore this
year with his assets touch-
ing 18.71 crore compared
to T11.54 crore last year.

The deal is
estimated to be
worth $2 billion

DINAKAR PERI
NEW DELHI

India made a formal request
to the U.S. for the purchase
of 24 MH-60R Multi-Role
Helicopters (MRH) for the
Navy in a deal estimated at
$2bn. This is among a series
of defence procurements
and inductions from the U.S.
and Russia in the last two
months.

“The Government issued
the Letter of Request (LoR)
on November 15 for procure-
ment of 24 MRH from the
U.S. government under the
Foreign Military Sales (FMS)

route,” a defence official
said.
The Navy is presently fac-

ing a critical shortage of hel-
icopters and several fron-
tline warships are plying
with empty helicopter
decks. These helicopters are

No bias in probe into FCRA cases, Centre tells HC

In demand

= |ndia issued
Letter of
Request (LoR)
on November 15
for purchase of
24 Multi-Role
helicopters
from the U.S.
government

being procured as replace-
ment for 15 Sea King ASW
helicopters de-inducted
from service in 1991 and one
Sea King 42B MRH lost in ac-
cident. The current MRHSs in
service, Sea King 42Bs, were
inducted in the 1980s.

In August, ahead of the in-
augural India-US 2+2 dia-
logue, the Defence Acquisi-
tion Council (DAC) accorded
the Acceptance of Necessity
(AoN) for the procurement.

m Deal through
the Foreign
Military Sales
(FMS) route of
the U.S. Esti-
mated to cost
around $2 billion

The LoR was signed and
sent after the Navy received
the pricing and availability
details from the U.S. Now the
U.S. will get back with the
price quote, following which
contract negotiations would
begin to conclude the final
deal. As the deal is through
the FMS route, the process is
expected to be completed in
a short time-frame.

Given the urgency for hel-
icopters, the U.S. is likely to

= MH-60R is the mainstay of the
U.S. Navy's Anti-Submarine
Warfare (ASW) capability
= Over 300 MH-60R helicopters
in use worldwide with over
60,000 flight hours accumulated

u It is capable of
carrying out anti-ship,
anti-submarine,

electronic warfare
and net-centric over-
the-horizon offensive
and defensive
roles

= |n service with
the U.S. Navy, the
Royal Danish Navy,
the Royal
Australian Navy
and the Royal
Saudi Naval Forces

take some MH-60R helicop-
ters off the flight deck of
their newest aircraft carrier
USS Gerald Ford. In July, the
USS Gerald Ford went for
year-long upgrades and fix-
es. “We will likely get about
4-5 MH-60s from the Gerald
Ford immediately once the
deal is signed,” the official
said. All the helicopters
would be delivered in a
phased manner from 2020-
24.

12 children’s books
shortlisted for 2019
Goodbooks Awards

Winners will be announced in January

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI

Twelve books have been
shortlisted for The Hindu
Young World-Goodbooks
Awards. The 2019 awards
recognise children’s books
published in India. Three
books each have been shor-
tlisted in four categories.
The winners will be an-
nounced at The Hindu Lit

for Life in January 2019.

Best Picture Book: Story
1) Rinchin for I Will Save My
Land (Tulika Publishers); 2)
Vinayak Varma for Angry
Akku (Pratham Books); 3)
Lavanya Karthik for A Walk

with Thambi  (Tulika
Publishers)

Best Picture Book:
Ilustration

1) Rajiv Eipe for Ammachi’s
Amazing Machines (Prath-

Complaint against Nitin Gadkari also under investigation, says MHA; seeks substantial evidence, if any

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The Ministry of Home Affairs
has told the Delhi High Court
that the government is prob-
ing without any bias all alle-
gations of violation of the fo-
reign contribution regulation
law, including a complaint of
alleged contravention of
FCRA against Union Tran-
sport Minister Nitin Gadkari.
The Ministry’s affidavit
filed before a Bench of Chief
Justice Rajendra Menon and
Justice V.K. Rao came on a
public interest litigation peti-
tion seeking setting up of a
body or tribunal indepen-

A fatal entry into no-entry zone

dent of political executive for
enforcement of the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA), 2010.

NGO’s claim

An NGO, Association of De-
mocratic Reforms (ADR), in
its petition filed in 2015 men-
tioned that one of its mem-
bers had made a complaint
of FCRA violation against Mr.
Gadkari on February 27,
2015, and no action had been
taken.

The Ministry, in its res-
ponse, said, “In the case of
complaint against Nitin Gad-
kari, the same is under inves-

tigation and the petitioner
[ADR] has also been request-
ed to provide substantial evi-
dence, if any.”

The Ministry said the pre-
sent system of administering
the FCRA was “efficient, just
and fair and there is no need
for establishing any indepen-
dent body or tribunal for en-
forcing it.”

It said the setting up a bo-
dy or tribunal for enforce-
ment of FCRA would require
an amendment of the sta-
tute, which was in the do-
main of the legislature and
not the judiciary.

The Ministry further said

the NGO had not mentioned
any instances of abuse of the
foreign contribution regula-
tion law in its petition. Term-
ing the petition “motivated,”
the Ministry had sought dis-
missal of the plea.

The Ministry said that so
far it had cancelled the FCRA
registration of 18,867 NGOs
for violating provisions of the
Act.

‘Misuse of Act’

Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
who is representing the NGO,
has contended that the FCRA
was misused in several cases.
He argued that the executive

Fishermen saw a body being buried on the shore, it looked like Chaus: police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PORT BLAIR/NEW DELHI

John Allen Chau, the Ameri-
can national allegedly killed
by people belonging to the
protected Sentinelese tribe
in the North Sentinel Island,
had hired fishermen to take
him there clandestinely, De-
pendra Pathak, DGP, Anda-
man and Nicobar Police said
on Wednesday.

“They started on Novem-
ber 14 around 8 p.m. and
reached by midnight. The
next day, Mr. Chau moved to
shore using his kayak which
he got towed with the fishing
boat. After dropping him,
the fishermen fixed their
timings and place to meet
each other.

“In the morning of No-
vember 17, they saw a dead
person being buried at the
shore which from the sil-
houette of the body, clothing
and circumstances appeared
to be the body of Mr. Chau,”
a press release said.

They returned to Port
Blair and narrated the inci-
dent to local electronics en-
gineer Alexander, who had
arranged for the transport,
and handed him the 13 pages
of the journal written by Mr.
Chau.

Mr. Alexander informed
Bobby Parks, a friend of Mr.
Chau in the U.S., who in-
formed his mother. His
mother informed the U.S.
Consulate, which alerted the
police on November 19.

The DGP said access to
North Sentinel Island and its
buffer zone is strictly res-
tricted under the Protection
of Aboriginal Tribe (Regula-
tion), 1956 and Regulations
under Indian Forest Act,
1927. All the seven people
who helped Mr. Chau were,
therefore, booked and ar-
rested in a case for violating
the provisions of the PAT
Regulations, the release said.
A case of murder has also
been registered against ano-
nymous persons, it said.

In an interview to the blog
‘The Outbound Collective’ in
November 2015, Mr. Chau,
when asked about his desti-
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Out of bounds: A Sentinel tribal aiming an arrow at a Coast Guard helicopter as it flies over the
island on December 28, 2004, after the Indian Ocean tsunami. =ReuTERS

An endangered tribe

G. ANANTHAKRISHNAN
CHENNAI

Who are they?

The Sentinelese, a negrito
tribe who live on the North
Sentinel Island of the
Andamans, have not faced
incursions and remain
hostile to outsiders.

The inhabitants are
connected to the Jarawa on
the basis of physical, as well
as linguistic similarities,
researchers say. Based on
carbon dating of kitchen
middens by the
Anthropological Survey of
India, Sentinelese presence
was confirmed in the
islands to 2,000 years ago.
Genome studies indicate
that the Andaman tribes
could have been on the
islands even 30,000 years
ago.

How are they protected?
The Govt. of India issued
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (Protection of
Aboriginal Tribes)
Regulation, 1956 to declare
the traditional areas
occupied by the tribes as

BACKGROUNDER

reserves, and prohibited
entry of all persons except
those with authorisation.
Photographing or filming
the tribe members is also an
offence. The rules were
amended later to enhance
penalties. But restricted
area permits were relaxed
for some islands recently.

Have they made contact?
The Sentinelese have been
fiercely hostile to outside

contact. But in 1991 they
accepted some coconuts
from a team of Indian
anthropologists and
administrators.

Some researchers argue
that the Sentinelese have
been mostly left alone even
from colonial times, unlike
other tribes such as the
Onges, Jarawas and Great
Andamanese, because the
land they occupy has little
commercial attraction.

How many are there?
From 1901 to 1921 they were
estimated to be 117 people.
In 1931, the number
dropped to 50, a figure used
for the 1961 Census too. In
1991 their head count was
put at 23.

Census 2001 counted 39
inhabitants.

nations for adventure travel,
said South Africa and India
were on the top of the list,
though the North Cascades
in the U.S. were also close.
To another question on
his must-do adventure list,
he said, “Going back to the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands in India is on the top -
there’s so much to see and

do there!” Survival Interna-
tional, a global movement
for tribal peoples’ rights has
expressed concern over the
incident.

Authorities blamed

In a statement on Wednes-
day, Survival International’s
director Stephen Corry
blamed the Indian authori-

ties for the tragedy.

He criticised the govern-
ment for excluding the
North Sentinel Island and 28
others in the Union Territory
from the Restricted Area Per-
mit (RAP) regime.

Instead it should have en-
forced the curb, both for the
safety of the tribe and
outsiders.

is tasked with effective enfor-
cement even against the pol-
itical parties, politicians,
quasi-political  institutions
with strong political affinity
and NGOs.

“However, legislators be-
ing the political master of the
executive and with capability
to influence the executive,
enforcement against them
and quasi-political institu-
tions may not be effective in
view of the conflict of inter-
est,” Mr. Bhushan said, ad-
ding that there was need for
constituting an independent
quasi-judicial tribunal to
oversee FCRA enforcement.

SC to review
death
penalty in
2009 case

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has de-
cided to review a 2013 judg-
ment by which a Tamil Na-
du man was condemned to
death for the kidnap and
murder of a seven-year-old
boy.

The boy was the only
brother to three sisters.

The February 2013 judg-
ment had reasoned that
the boy’s death caused
“unfathomable grief” to
the parents. The boy would
have carried further the fa-
mily lineage and seen his
parents through their old
age, the court had ob-
served, justifying the death
penalty.

Last week, on November
12, a Bench of Justices Kur-
ian Joseph, A.M. Khanwil-
kar and D.Y. Chandrachud
decided to review the 2013
verdict against the convict,
Sundararajan, represented
by advocate Ranjith Marar.
The review petition would
be heard afresh in open
court. The three-judge
Bench has called for the re-
cords of the case. The
court said his execution
would be stayed till further
orders.

The crime dates back to
2009 when the victim on
his way to school was ac-
costed by the convict. The
prosecution version is that
the convict told the boy
that his mother and grand-
mother were unwell. Wit-
nesses said the boy was last
seen alive getting on to the
motorbike of the convict.

On the basis of a com-
plaint filed by the boy’s
mother, an FIR was regis-
tered by the police. The
same day, the mother re-
ceived a call for a ransom
of %5 lakh. The mother
rushed to the police. Its
team apprehended the
convict and another per-
son from his house. The
convict admitted that the
boy was strangulated when
ransom was not paid.

am Books); 2) Niloufer Wa-
dia for Sadiq Wants to Stitch
(Karadi Tales); 3) Rupal Vai-
dya for Ambadas’s Dancing
Brush (Artlst Publications)

Best Book: Fiction

1) Venita Coelho for Boy No
32 (Scholastic India); 2) Ste-
phen Alter for The Cloud-
farers (Penguin India); 3)
Christopher C. Doyle for
The Pataala Prophecy: Son
of Bhrigu (Westland)

Best Book:

Non-Fiction

1) Anita Vachharajani for
Amvrita Sher-Gil: Rebel with
a Paintbrush (HarperCol-
lins India); 2) Rohan Chakra-
varty and Bijal Vachharajani
for The Great Indian Nature
Trail with Uncle Bikky
(WWF India); 3) Mamta Nai-
ny for A Brush with Indian
Art (Penguin India)

Creating safeguards

Passport holders with the 'Emigration Check

= The objective is to
protect workers with
higher educational
qualification from
landing blue collar jobs
= The rule will take
effect on Jan. 1, 2019
= Candidates will have
to register via
www.emigrate.gov.in

= Those failing to
register at least 24
hours prior to actual
departure will be off-
loaded at airports

- Temporary
- staff can’'t be
paid less: SC

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court has
reiterated that temporary
employees are entitled to
draw wages at the mini-
mum of pay scales applica-
ble to regular employees
holding the same post.
The judgment by a
Bench of Justices S.A.
Bobde and L. Nageswara
Rao concerned appeals
filed by daily rated workers
employed in Group ‘D’
posts in the forest depart-
ment in Uttar Pradesh.
Disagreeing with the Al-
lahabad High Court deci-
sion denying them wages
at the minimum of pay
scales, the Supreme Court,
in a recent judgment, or-
dered the State to pay the
same to the appellants with
effect from December 1,
2018. The Supreme Court
based its decision on past
rulings that held that an
“employee engaged for the
same work cannot be paid
less than another who per-
forms the same duties”.

PASSPORT

®

Not Required' status will have to get registered =

Rule applies to jobs in: Bahrain,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates,
Afghanistan, Indonesia, Iraq,
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya,
Malaysia, Sudan, South Sudan,
Syria, Thailand and Yemen

Indians working abroad:

UAE (1.5 lakh), Saudi Arabia
(78,611), Kuwait (56,380), Oman
(43,332) and Qatar (24,759)

Jobs taken: Mason (52,833),
labourer (49,490), carpenter
(41,588), helper (23,670) and
electrician (17,703)

e-registration must for

jobs in 18 countries

Rule now applies to non-ECR category

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOZHIKODE

Passport holders with “non-
Emigration Check Required
(non-ECR)” status will soon
have to get themselves regis-
tered with the Ministry of
External Affairs before tak-
ing up jobs abroad.

The rule, which takes ef-
fect on January 1, is said to
be aimed at the welfare of In-
dians going abroad. It ap-
plies to jobs in 18 countries,
including the six Gulf Coop-
eration Council nations,
which have the largest num-
ber of expats.

Category of passengers

The non-ECR category of
passengers include Indians
paying income tax and those
with educational qualifica-
tion above matriculation. As
of now only ECR category
passport holders were re-
quired to get emigration
clearance from the office of

the Protector of Emigrants
to seek employment abroad.
All those seeking employ-
ment will have to register
online via the website
www.emigrate.gov.in. Those
failing to register at least 24
hours prior to actual depar-
ture will be off-loaded at the
airports.

For all other visa catego-
ries, there is no change in ex-
isting procedures.

Officials say the objective
of the directive is to protect
workers with higher educa-
tional qualification from not
getting into blue collar jobs.
Previously only  ECR
stamped passport holders
had to go through the man-
datory e-migrate registration
since 2015.

Job seekers could also
contact Pravasi Bharatiya Sa-
hayata Kendra in India on
toll free number 1800113090
or by email at hel
pline@mea.gov.in

VAIKUNTH MEHTA NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
CO-OPERATIVE MANAGEMENT
(Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of India)
Savitribai Phule Pune University Road, Chatursingi, Pune 411007
Tel. 020-25701000/311/507/25537974 Telefax: 25537735 Email: cme@vamnicom.gov.in
ADMISSION NOTICE
Applications are invited for two year full time residential Programme
POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT-
AGRI BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT PGDM- ABM (2019-21) 27th BATCH
(Approved by All India Council of Technical Education & Recognized as equivalent to
MBA degree by Association of Indian Universities)

CAT/MAT/XAT/ATMA/CMAT score are accepted
Application are accepted from 11th January 2019 to 31st March 2019. Candidates
can submit their applications by post or online along with demand draft of Rs. 500/- in
favour of "The Director, VAMNICOM, Pune”. For further details visit our website

www.vamnicom.gov.in

Dr. K.K. Tripathy, IES - Director

ADMISSION - 2019
PGDMA@ICAR-NAARM
ICAR-National Academy of Agricultural Research Management

(Constituent Institute of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research,
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India.)

The ICAR-NAARM, established in 1976, is steering the National Agricultural Research and
Education System through capacity building and research policy visioning.

POST GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN MANAGEMENT- AGRICULTURE
(11t Batch of PGDMA)

ICAR-NAARM Advantage :

ELIGIBILITY : The minimum qualification
for admission is a four (4) year
Bachelor’s degree with 60% marks from
any Agricultural University or Institution
recognized by the ICAR / UGC in
agriculture and allied sciences, detailed
eligibility, selection criteria, reservation,
application form and  application
procedure are placed on our website :
https://naarm.org.in/pgdma/

+ AICTE approved / NBA Accredited

+ Strength of in-house core faculty

+ Focus on experiential learning

+ Skilling in IT/IOT, GIS, ERP, SAS, SATA, efc.

+ Govtof India Awarded Best Emerging
Technology Business Incubator to
NAARM agribusiness incubator

+ Excellent placement record since inception

APPLICATION PROCEDURE :

The candidate must have a valid score
of CAT-2018 or Score of CMAT-2019.
The CAT/CMAT score may be submitted
after the results declaration.

Online application Opens

on 1¢ December 2018 & Closes

on 28" February 2019.

CONTACT :

JD(A) & Registrar
ICAR-National Academy of Agricultural
Research Management (ICAR-NAARM)
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad-500030, Telangana|
Visit us at : https://naarm.org.in/pgdma/
Ph : (040) 24581372/555/200/379
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Justice, 34 years on

The conviction of two men offers a glimmer of
hope to other victims of the anti-Sikh pogrom

he conviction of two rioters for their role in the
T1984 anti-Sikh violence in Delhi marks a rare suc-
cess in the long struggle to bring the perpetrators
to justice. Of particular significance is that this case, re-
lating to a mob attack on shop-keepers in Mahipalpur,
was resurrected after being closed as ‘untraced’ in
1994. The attack with deadly weapons left two Sikhs
dead and three wounded. The Central government’s
decision in 2015 to form a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to reopen serious cases related to the 1984 riots
has yielded results. Yashpal Singh, a goods transporter,
has now been sentenced to death, and Naresh Sehra-
wat, the local postman when the mob attack took place,
to life. The trial court has rightly brushed aside minor
discrepancies in evidence and technical objections to
the fresh investigation being taken up, and concluded
that the testimony of key witnesses, who were them-
selves injured, was cogent and reliable. It is possible to
argue that there is little justice, or even meaning, in se-
curing the conviction of those who may have been
sucked into the mob frenzy that followed Indira Gand-
hi’s assassination. However, it cannot be forgotten that
obtaining a conviction in instances of communal and
sectarian riots is quite rare. Investigators and prosecu-
tors seldom succeed in nailing political leaders and
their key henchmen. Impunity for participants in po-
groms has been the norm, and successful prosecution
the rare exception. The last time a person involved in
the anti-Sikh riots was sentenced to death was in 1996.
But Kishori Lal, known as ‘the butcher of Trilokpuri’,
managed to get his death sentence commuted to life.
Investigation into the 1984 riot cases has been severe-
ly hampered by the fact that large sections of the police
connived with the rioters, who included Congress func-
tionaries and supporters. The slow judicial process was
made even more excruciating by manipulated investi-
gation and shoddy prosecution. In this very case, a
long-time Congress functionary, Jai Pal Singh, had been
tried and acquitted by a magistrate’s court as early as in
1986. However, the witnesses who identified Naresh
and Yashpal among the 800-odd rioters at Mahipalpur,
had once again said Jai Pal Singh was a prominent parti-
cipant in the attack. This is just one instance of how in-
fluential men have managed to evade the law. An ap-
peal challenging the acquittal of Congress leader Sajjan
Kumar is in the Delhi High Court. Apart from the cases
that have been reopened by the government-appointed
SIT, the Supreme Court constituted a team to investi-
gate 186 cases. The latest verdict demonstrates that the
efflux of years need not be an impediment to the pro-
ject of securing justice. It offers a glimmer of hope for
substantial justice despite the passage of 34 years.

War without end?

The horrific attack in Kabul must prompt
greater momentum in peace talks

he attack on a religious gathering in Kabul that
killed 55 people, including several scholars and

clerics, is another signal of Afghanistan’s descent
into chaos. The clerics had gathered to mark the birth
anniversary of Prophet Mohammed when the suicide
bomber blew himself up. The Taliban denied responsi-
bility and blamed the attack on “seditious circles”, al-
luding to the Islamic State. Given the manner of the at-
tack, it could well be responsible. In June, the IS had
claimed an attack on another gathering of clerics. In Af-
ghanistan the group has carried out a series of attacks
on Shia religious gatherings and mosques. Hardline
Sunnis consider venerating the Prophet’s birthday sa-
crilegious, making the clerical gathering a target for ex-
tremists such as the IS. But beyond the specific reasons
behind the attack, the fact that a major religious gather-
ing in the Afghan capital can be so easily assaulted by
terrorists is worrying. Despite repeated promises by the
government, the security situation has deteriorated,
and markedly. Afghan forces face a war on two fronts.
One is with the Taliban, which is mostly attacking go-
vernment offices and soldiers. The other is with the IS,
which is targeting civilians, minorities and clerics. It is
almost certain, after 17 years of war, that the govern-
ment cannot stabilise the country using force.

This stalemate has prompted the Afghan government
and its international backers to look for ways other than
war to find a solution to the conflict. The U.S. has alrea-
dy appointed a special envoy to Afghanistan, Zalmay
Khalilzad. He has held talks with Taliban representa-
tives in Doha. Russia has also stepped into the peace
process by hosting an international conference in Mos-
cow, in which both Taliban and Afghan representatives
participated. These attempts are actually exploring the
possibility of a peace deal between the Taliban and the
Afghan government to end the insurgency. It is not go-
ing to be easy. The Taliban insists on international
troops being withdrawn from Afghanistan as a precon-
dition and wants changes in the Afghan Constitution.
The government wants the Taliban to accept the Consti-
tution, while the Americans say a troops pullout is not a
matter of discussion with the Taliban. Still, the Taliban
has made it clear that it is ready for talks, which is in it-
self a change given the group’s approach towards the
conflict. It had, for the first time, agreed to a brief cease-
fire with government forces around Id earlier this year.
The reason is that the Taliban realises that it cannot win
the war, at least not as long as the U.S. supports the go-
vernment. It is also facing heat from the IS. The ques-
tion is whether the government can seize the moment,
strengthen its own counter-insurgency measures and
negotiate from a position of strength, with backing
from international actors. It’s indeed a tall ask.
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The RBI concedes a vital principle

Its openness to the board discussing all policy decisions may well be a paradigm shift

T.T. RAM MOHAN

he angel was in the detail of
Tthe terse press note that the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
issued after the meeting of its
board of directors on November
19. Every one of the four decisions
taken, including three decisions
related to regulation, was ascribed
to the board. The note also men-
tions that the constitution of a
committee to examine the eco-
nomic capital framework of the
RBI, which was one of the deci-
sions taken, will be jointly deter-
mined by the RBI and the Govern-
ment of India.

These announcements consti-
tute a significant departure from
what has appeared to be the posi-
tion of the RBI thus far: policy de-
cisions, especially those relating to
regulation, are the exclusive pro-
vince of RBI management. Any de-

parture from this position
amounts to an infringement of the
RBI’s autonomy.

The government and some of
the current nominee directors on
the RBI board have contended that
all policy decisions must be delib-
erated by the board. The out-
comes of the November 19 meet-
ing suggest that the RBI has
conceded this vital principle. This
augurs well for the relationship
between the government and the
RBI management hereafter. In-
deed, it may well constitute a para-
digm shift in the functioning of the
RBI.

A grey area
The precise relationship between
the RBI board and the RBI man-

agement is something of a grey
area. Various experts have made
the point that the RBI Act vests all
powers in the board and, concur-
rently, it vests those very powers
in the RBI Governor. Whether the
board can issue directions to the
RBI Governor in the event of a dif-
ference of opinion between the
two is not clear; some experts re-
ject the suggestion outright.

Many contend that the RBI
board has played an advisory role
in the past and should continue to
do so. Well, corporate boards too
play an advisory role for the most
part even though they enjoy full
powers in the running of the cor-
poration. They tend to leave most
decisions to management. Howev-
er, corporate boards do step in
and play a more active role where
management is found wanting.

Surely, this applies to the RBI
board as well? It can be nobody’s
case that the statute has conferred
powers on the RBI board that were
never meant to be exercised. Let
us accept that these powers
should be exercised rarely. Let us
grant that the RBI board must play
a largely advisory role. Even so, it
is legitimate to expect that all poli-
cy matters would be deliberated
by the board. The RBI manage-
ment may or may not accept the
inputs of the board. But the board
must have its say. This is elemen-
tary corporate governance. In ac-
cepting this principle, the Novem-
ber 19 meeting of the RBI board
marks a big step forward.

Raiding the reserves?

Let us turn now to the decisions ta-
ken at the meeting. How much
capital the RBI needs has been
hotly contested in recent years.
The government’s position is that
the RBI’s reserves are in excess of
reserves typically held by central
banks elsewhere. Some commen-

V.V. KRISHNAN

tators have described the govern-
ment’s position as an attempt to
‘raid the reserves’ of the RBI to
fund its fiscal deficit. The sugges-
tion seems to be that the RBI has
cash which the government wants
to steal for its own purposes.

This is a crude mis-characterisa-
tion of the position. The RBI’s re-
serves fall into two categories: re-
valuation reserves (which have
mostly to do with the change in
the rupee value of the RBI’s hold-
ings of gold and foreign curren-
cies) and contingent reserves
(which represent plough back of a
portion of the surplus earned by
the RBI every year, the remaining
portion being transferred to go-
vernment as dividend).

Contingent reserves are intend-
ed for risks related to the RBI’s ba-
lance sheet. Let us suppose that
these should not be touched. Re-
valuation reserves are an account-
ing entry. The RBI can reduce
some of the revaluation reserves
on the liability side and extinguish
an equivalent value of government
securities on the asset side. The
latter step would lower the stock
of debt owed by the government.
This would provide headroom for
the government to raise debt for
meeting its future expenditure (in-
cluding recapitalisation of public
sector banks).

So, yes, reducing reserves ena-
bles the government to spend —
but not by stealing the RBI’s cash!
It’s an idea that merits considera-
tion. Whether reducing reserves
from their current level via the ac-
counting entries indicated above
is appropriate for the RBI is for the
proposed committee to judge.

Flow of bank credit

The other outcomes at the RBI
board meeting have to do with in-
creasing the flow of bank credit
and easing the problems of bor-
rowers, especially small and medi-
um enterprises (SMEs).

Banks are subject to capital ade-
quacy requirements — that is, they
have to hold a minimum of capital
against every rupee of loans they
make. The RBI’s requirement of
capital adequacy is one percen-
tage point higher than that of the
internationally accepted Basel
norms laid down by the Bank for
International Settlements. The go-
vernment would like to align In-
dian banks’ requirements with the
Basel norms as that would reduce
the demands for capital made on it
by public sector banks (PSBs).

The RBI did not yield on this
point at the recent meeting. Ho-
wever, it has agreed to defer an in-
crease in the capital requirement
of banks of 0.625% under another
head by one year. This does give
the government some breathing
space in respect of additional infu-
sion of capital into PSBs.

The RBI has also agreed to con-
sider the government’s suggestion
for easing the norms for Prompt
Corrective Action (PCA) for banks.
The PCA imposes restrictions of
various kinds on banks, including
restrictions on lending for the
weakest banks. The idea is that
banks that are very weak should
not create problems for them-
selves by making more loans. They

Retweeting brahminical patriarchy

It is either mischievous or ignorant to claim that ‘brahminical’ only refers to brahmins

G. SAMPATH

going to the United States and

having himself photographed
with women of colour while hold-
ing a poster that said, “Smash ra-
cist patriarchy”. And then, ima-
gine white Americans coming
down on him like a tonne of
bricks, accusing him of inciting
hatred and violence against white
Americans. Sounds absurd? Good.
Now imagine him actually apolo-
gising to the American public for
wanting to end racist patriarchy.
Sounds even more absurd? Well,
this, or at least a version of this,
has actually happened. Not in the
la-la land of Donald Trump, but
right here, in the world’s largest
democracy.

Imagine a celebrity Indian CEO

The act and reaction

Recently, the Twitter CEO, Jack
Dorsey, on a visit to India, had an
informal discussion with a group
of Indian women journalists, acti-
vists and writers about their expe-
rience on Twitter. In the course of
the meeting, he was gifted a poster
by one of the participants. It said,

‘Smash Brahminical Patriarchy’.
When a group photograph of Mr.
Dorsey posing with that poster
surfaced on Twitter, it became an
immediate target of outraged troll-
ing. Both Mr. Dorsey and the or-
ganisation he heads were angrily
accused of inciting hatred and vio-
lence against a “minority”, name-
ly, brahmins.

The furious tweets spanned the
whole gamut of indignation from
A to B. Mr. Dorsey was accused of
being a “brahmin-hating, racist bi-
got”. He was accused of propagat-
ing hatred towards “people who
constitute 5% or less” of India’s
population. Many compared the
sentiment expressed in the poster
to antisemitism, asking if he would
dare pose in the U.S. with a pla-
card advocating hatred of Jews. A
serving civil servant even deemed
it “a fit case for registration of a cri-
minal case for attempt to destabil-
ize (sic) the nation”. Mr. Dorsey’s
apoplectic critics wanted an im-
mediate apology. And they got it,
too.

While Twitter clarified that the
content of the poster was “not a
statement from Twitter or our
CEO”, the company’s legal and
policy head put out a tweet saying,
“I'm very sorry for this. It’s not re-
lective (sic) of our views. We took a
private photo with a gift just given
to us — we should have been more
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thoughtful. Twitter strives to be an
impartial platform for all. We
failed to do that here & we must do
better to serve our customers in
India.” This public apology was
tweeted out in its wordy entirety
not once, not twice, not three
times, but eight times. The whole
episode raises two simple ques-
tions: What was wrong with that
poster? And what is wrong with
Twitter?

Social order of caste
The first is disposed of easily
enough: nothing. Someone pa-
tient enough to carefully poke
through the mass of outrage piled
up against Mr. Dorsey and his pos-
ter might discern the vague out-
lines of an argument, which essen-
tially boils down to brahminical
patriarchy coming to the defence
of brahminical patriarchy.

First of all, it is a truth universal-
ly acknowledged (except in the pa-

rallel universe inhabited by cer-
tain species of trolls) that
‘Brahminism’ refers not to mem-
bers of the brahmin community
but to the oppressive social order
of caste. This social order, as has
been well established by feminist
historians such as Uma Chakravar-
ti, is premised on two hierarchies
that are inter-connected: gender
hierarchy and caste hierarchy. The
former accords women an inferior
social status vis-a-vis men, while
the latter accords brahmins a su-
perior social status vis-a-vis all oth-
er varnas, or caste groups. Also, it
is through male control of female
sexuality that what Ms. Chakravar-
ti calls “caste purity, the institu-
tion unique to Hindu society”, is
preserved and reproduced over
time. Hence, in the Indian context,
it makes little sense to issue a call
to arms against patriarchy without
also referencing the brahminical
roots of this patriarchy, which is
precisely what that poster did.

As for the usage of the term
‘brahminical’, it is either mischie-
vous or ignorant to claim that it
only refers to brahmins, and there-
fore, the poster constituted hate
speech. The father of the Indian
Constitution and icon of anti-caste
politics, B.R. Ambedkar, defined
the term thus: “By Brahmanism I
do not mean the power, privileges
and interests of the Brahmans as a

should focus on getting their ba-
lance sheet right by reducing
costs, selling some of their non-
core assets and the like.

This is fine in principle. Howev-
er, if many banks face lending res-
trictions for a prolonged period, it
could create serious problems for
the economy. Large corporates
could get into distress because of
their linkages with distressed
SMEs. So can the healthier banks
that are exposed to these corpo-
rates. To use the jargon, a PCA re-
gime has significant negative ex-
ternalities. A relaxation in PCA
norms, by translating into higher
credit flows, could relieve stress in
the broader economy. This also
applies to the decision, approved
at the meeting, to allow restructur-
ing of SME assets of up to 325
crore.

The strident demand to en-
hance flows to non-banking finan-
cial companies (NBFCs), which
was heard ahead of the meeting,
finds no mention in the press note.
It appears that the difficulties in
rolling over NBFC debt that fol-
lowed the collapse of Infrastruc-
ture Leasing and Financial Servic-
es (IL&FS), a leading NBFC, have
abated somewhat. Evidently, the
RBI was able to make a persuasive
case on this point at the meeting.

It is the broader message of the
November 19 meeting that is reas-
suring. As a public institution
whose actions have enormous
welfare implications, the RBI man-
agement cannot rule by fiat. Its ac-
tions must flow from a consulta-
tive process. It must explain and
justify its actions. It must be seen
to be accountable. The RBI board
could be an important mechanism
for ensuring that these conditions
are met.

T.T. Ram Mohan is a Professor at IIM
Ahmedabad. E-mail: ttr@iima.ac.in

community. By Brahmanism I
mean the negation of the spirit of
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.
In that sense it is rampant in all
classes and is not confined to the
Brahmans alone, though they
have been the originators of it.”

The term (spelled as ‘brahman-
ism’ or ‘brahminism’), then, has
been in currency for a long time as
a descriptor of a social order
marked by the graded inequality
of caste. Therefore, this sudden
eruption against it makes no sense
except as a reactionary backlash
against the steady mainstreaming
of anti-caste politics on social me-
dia. Given that caste remains a po-
werful determinant of status and
life chances in Indian society, such
a backlash is perhaps not entirely
surprising.

But what is, is the alacrity with
which a powerful multinational
firm, with pretensions to liberal
values, chose to pander to feudal
sentiment. It makes one wonder
what, if anything, Mr. Dorsey and
his organisation learned from
their closed door interaction with
Indian women journalists about
their experiences on Twitter. Wha-
tever it was, the need to support
Indian women against caste op-
pression and patriarchy wasn’t a
part of it.

sampath.g@thehindu.co.in
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Belated justice

Decades after the anti-Sikh
riots shook Delhi in the
aftermath of the
assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi,
there seems to be some
justice, but delayed (Page 1,
“34 years after anti-Sikh
riots, man sentenced to
death”, November 21). The
court’s verdict will be of
some consolation to those
who lost their loved ones in
brutal acts committed by
misguided elements. The
wheels of justice have been
turning at a snail’s pace
which has also enabled
some of the accused to stay
out of reach of the long arm
of the law. One of the most
shameful and infamous
episodes in the history of
free India, the riots were a
blot on the country.

C.V. ARAVIND,
Bengaluru

Going the 3D way

An amalgam of an
Industrial Revolution 4.0
and sunrise additive
manufacturing

technologies presents a
pathway for India to
achieve rapid growth.

Such a thrust towards the
manufacturing sector was
long overdue and is what is
essential to maintain the
viability of India’s rising
ambitions. India needs to
be receptive towards such
disruptive technologies
(Editorial page, “Make it the
Indian way”, November 21).
There is a need to rectify
the flaws in our skill
development regime so that
we are able to reap the
dividends of our
demographic abundance.
High-tech manufacturing
offers twin benefits: it will
consolidate our already
robust software ecosystem
as well as create net value
addition in the languishing
manufacturing sector.

ATIN SHARMA,
Jammu, Jammu and Kashmir

= The technology has great
potential in the field of
health services, where
organs can be created and
transplanted quickly. Given

the poor condition of organ
transplants in the country,
3D bioprinting can also help
reduce costs.

SIMRAN SINGH,
Lucknow

= Merely emulating a
particular technological
set-up such as 3D printing
from the West and
portraying it as an industrial
revolution that is the long-
lost solution is not the
answer. Other factors such as
power, labour and
transportation costs and
bureaucratic hurdles are still
obstacles that need to be
overcome before we can
pave the way for a
transformative industrial
revolution in India.

MANAK SONI,
Bikaner, Rajasthan

A dishonest system

The thought-provoking
reflections on the
‘systematic’ collapse of
‘institutions’ are sure to find
an echo across the country
(Editorial page, “Amid
institutional decline”,

November 21). The series of
attacks by the powers-that-be
on established institutions
with a view to render them
pliable and subservient to
petty political interests
amount to a weakening of
democracy itself. The
collateral damage, especially
on the body politic of the
nation as such, is beyond
description. The solution lies
in overhauling the system to
usher us into ‘that heaven of
freedom’.

S.V. VENUGOPALAN,
Chennai

= The malaise currently
afflicting the body politic is
fast spreading. It is easy to
guess who the writer was
referring to when he says an
“honest’ Prime Minister
who tolerated dishonesty
under him”. Not only did the
leader tolerate dishonesty,
he also tried to justify it by
calling it “coalition dharma”.
Integrity is not only not
taking bribes but also being
intellectually honest.

K. NEELAKANTAN,
Bengaluru

= General moral decline will
lead to institutional decline.
Success at any cost has
become the new mantra. The
only far and few exceptions
are individuals. The truth is
that those who uphold
honesty and rectitude have
become ‘misfits’. They have
no godfathers and their only
source of inspiration and
strength is their own
conscience. People get the
leaders and governments
they deserve. Who is to be
blamed when dishonest and
corrupt politicians register
handsome victories in
elections and occupy seats of
power? Individuals have to
change themselves before
they set out to change
society.

C.G. KURIAKOSE,
Kothamangalam, Kerala

= Institutional health may
not be very robust in India
when compared to the West
but it seems premature to set
alarm bells ringing. One
institution conspicuous by its
absence in the list of affected
institutions mentioned in the
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article is Parliament. The
symbiotic relationship
between the integrity and
rigour of the political system,
in particular the party
system, and institutional
independence is too
important to be ignored.
Political parties have
colluded to perpetuate the
ruling party’s control over
the CBI and State police.
What prevented the
Opposition from moving a
Bill in Parliament to insulate
the CBI from political
interference? Why is it that
no State government,
irrespective of the party
ruling it, has implemented
police reforms mandated by
the Supreme Court in 2006?
Parties have collaborated to
preserve the opaqueness in
political funding which is a
major contributor to
corruption. The delay in the
implementation of the
Lokpal Act is inexplicable
and inexcusable.

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN,
Thiruvananthapuram
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Getting justice for Asia Bibi

How Pakistan must win the battle of narratives to counter Islamist sectarians

A. FAIZUR RAHMAN

Last month, the Pakistan Supreme
Court acquitted Asia Bibi, a Christian
woman accused of blasphemy, citing
lack of evidence. The verdict must
rank as the boldest in the chequered
history of Pakistan. The judges
showed remarkable courage in going
against the far-right ideology respon-
sible for the extralegal lynching of an
estimated 60 persons accused of
blasphemy since 1990.

Indeed, in 1997, a judge of the La-
hore High Court, Arif Igbal Bhatti,
who had dismissed a blasphemy case
against two Christians, was killed. So
were Salman Taseer, the outspoken
Governor of Punjab, and Shahbaz
Bhatti, Pakistan’s Federal Minister
for Minority Affairs, in January and
March of 2011, respectively. Both of
them were critical of the blasphemy
laws and had defended Ms. Bibi.

Surrender of the Pakistani state

True to form, the Pakistani clerics’
reaction to Ms. Bibi’s acquittal was
brutal. Thousands of their weapon-
wielding henchmen blocked roads
and burnt vehicles shouting “Hang
Asia” slogans. Pir Muhammad Afzal
Qadri, senior leader of the radical
outfit Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP), not only incited an insurrec-
tion against Pakistan Army Chief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, but also
openly called for the assassination of
the Supreme Court judges who dis-
charged Ms. Bibi. If that was not hor-
rific enough, he hurled an antisemit-
ic slur at Prime Minister Imran Khan
and sought the dismissal of his go-
vernment. All this in the name of the
Prophet whom the Quran calls Rah-
mat al lil aalameen (Mercy unto
humanity)!

Such was the savageness of the
clerical backlash that the govern-
ment capitulated within two days of
the verdict. This resulted in Pakis-
tan’s Religious Affairs Minister and
the Law Minister of Punjab signing
an agreement with the TLP. One of
the two TLP signatories was Mr.
Qadri.

Under the deal, the government
agreed to take immediate steps to
prevent Ms. Bibi from leaving the

"The savageness of the clerical backlash to the Asia Bibi judgment was such
that the government capitulated within two days of the verdict." Ms. Bibi's
daughters pose with an image of their mother outside their residence in
Sheikhupura in Pakistan's Punjab Province in 2010. =reuTeRrs

country and promised not to contest
the review petition filed against the
verdict. Also, the arrested protesters
would be released without delay and
violence against them investigated.
The only concession that could be ex-
tracted from the TLP was a deceitful
ma’azarat (apology) to those who
feel its activities had hurt them. The
surrender of the Pakistani state could
not have been more abject.

One fails to understand why Pakis-
tan is constrained to pander to every
whim of the extremists, especially
when they do not enjoy popular sup-
port. The TLP, which has been con-
sistently holding the state to ransom,
did not win a single seat this year in
the National Assembly despite field-
ing more than 170 candidates. The
only inference that could be drawn
from this is that an overwhelming
majority of the Pakistani electorate
does not subscribe to the medieval-
ism of religious parties. Yet, the radi-
cals can be seen dictating terms to
even the powerful Pakistani military.

Some commentators attribute this
to the belief that Pakistani citizens
are not moderate. The argument is, if
the extremists are not winning seats,
it is because the mainstream parties
have appropriated the discourse of
the religious right on issues like blas-
phemy and women’s rights. This rea-
soning is too simplistic. If, as alleged,
the people of Pakistan had really
been comfortable with radicalism,
they would have backed authentic re-
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The notion of purity

The law alone cannot shatter a myth
that has been built upon and
aggrandised with every generation

ANJALI THOMAS

ligious groups which hope to desecu-
larise Pakistan. They would not have
voted to power a mainstream party
which only opportunistically resorts
to the language of political Islam.

A conundrum explained

What explains this conundrum? The
answer could lie in the Constitution
which declared Pakistan to be an “Is-
lamic Republic” perhaps without ful-
ly ascertaining if that was really “the
will of the people of Pakistan” as the
Preamble claims. The fact is, even
Mohammad Ali Jinnah did not envi-
sion the state he was creating as a
theodemocracy although he wanted
Pakistan’s Constitution to embody
the “essential principles of Islam”
such as equality, justice and fair play,
which is totally different from mak-
ing Islam the state religion.

In Creating a New Medina, Venkat
Dhulipala points out that Jinnah con-
sidered Muslims in the “majority
provinces” a nation only because
they constituted a numerical majori-
ty in a contiguous piece of territory.
On the other hand, he refused to ac-
cord the status of a “national group”
to Muslims in the United Provinces
because they were “scattered”. In
other words, there is no evidence to
claim that Jinnah’s definition of a na-
tion was based on religion.

Yet, soon after his death, the Ob-
jectives Resolution (adopted in
March 1949 and now part of the Pa-
kistan Constitution) proclaimed inter

alia that “sovereignty over the entire
universe belongs to Allah Almighty
alone and the authority which He
has delegated to the State of Pakis-
tan, through its people for being ex-
ercised within the limits prescribed
by Him is a sacred trust.” Several pro-
visions of the Constitution echo
these views. Article 31, for instance,
expects the state to take steps to ena-
ble Pakistani Muslims to live in accor-
dance with the basic concepts of Is-
lam and help them understand “the
meaning of life according to the Holy
Quran and Sunnah.” From a Muslim
point of view these assertions are jus-
tified. But the question is, on whose
interpretation of the Quran and the
Sunnah would “the limits” pre-
scribed by Allah be determined and
enforced? Who has authorised Pakis-
tani theologians to hang a person for
a crime she has not committed, espe-
cially when that crime does not carry
the death penalty in Islam?

With fatwas of kufr (apostasy) and
threats of assassination hanging over
them like a sword of Damocles, the
people and secular politicians of Pa-
kistan cannot be expected to boldly
speak out against the views of the
rampaging clerics. Even the Supreme
Court judges who acquitted Ms. Bibi
thoughtfully began their ruling with
the Kalima-e-shahaadat (the testi-
mony of faith). But it was of no avail.
The fatwa of apostasy was neverthe-
less issued against them.

The only way to reclaim Islam
from the radicals is to dismantle their
blinkered narrative by questioning
the juristic devices of abrogation,
sectarian consensus, exegetic ration-
ales, and eisegesis. Through these in-
struments, Quranic verses and Pro-
phetic hadeeses are either arrogantly
repealed, semantically stifled, or gra-
tuitously expanded to rationalise
narrow sectarianism in the name of
preserving the Shariah.

Simultaneously, a massive intellec-
tual effort must be mounted to main-
stream a concept of Quranic herme-
neutics that is consistent with the
core values of Islam: justice, fairness,
equality, freedom of religion, moder-
ation, kindness and mercy. The sub-
jugation of the medievalists is almost
entirely dependent on winning this
battle of narratives.

A. Faizur Rahman is the Secretary-General of
the Islamic Forum for the Promotion of
Moderate Thought.
Email:a.faizur.rahman@gmail.com

The post and the person

Safeguards are needed to ensure that institutions like the
Election Commission are headed by capable people

RASHMI SHARMA

The Constitution Bench of the Supreme
Court is examining a public interest litigation
(PIL) that could be critical for Indian democ-
racy. The PIL, which seeks the strengthening
of the Election Commission of India (ECI), in-
cludes a proposal to create an independent
mechanism to appoint the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commis-
sioners (ECs) who are, at present, simply ap-
pointed by the government of the day, with-
out any defined criteria or processes.

Three critical decisions

That electoral democracy became a reality
in India owes a great deal to the foresight of
the Constituent Assembly. However, the As-
sembly could not have anticipated the extent
to which the very political class that framed
the Constitution would later attempt to sub-
vert it. As this political dynamic unfolded, at
certain crucial junctures, the judiciary and
the leadership of the ECI saved democracy.

When the Constituent Assembly debated
how free and fair elections should be en-
sured, three important questions arose. The
first was whether free and fair elections
should be made a part of fundamental rights
or an independent institution, outside the
executive, should be established to conduct
the elections. The Assembly opted for the
latter and created the ECI. With legal back up
and the resources to develop and enforce a
transparent electoral system, the ECI made
free and fair elections a reality.

The second critical decision was to have a
single, centralised body for elections to the
Lok Sabha and State legislatures. One propo-
sal was that the ECI be confined to federal
elections, and separate institutions be set up
to conduct elections to State legislatures. Ho-
wever, with increasing tension among com-
munities, the Assembly feared partisan ac-
tion in the States and opted for a single
national institution, the ECI. The implica-
tions of this decision were complex. On the
one hand, Central institutions have generally
been more robust than State institutions. For
example, State Election Commissions lack
autonomy, are short on manpower and
funds, and are frequently subject to attempts
by State governments to manipulate elec-
tions. On the other, this decision could have
led to an autocratic institution being esta-
blished and possibly manipulated by power-
ful national actors. But this possibility was
contained because elections became subject

;ROM @he:

to judicial review. Originally, the Constitu-
tion had provided for tribunals set up by the
ECI to hear election petitions. But aggrieved
parties approached the courts, and the
courts decided to hear election petitions.
Then the ECI itself recommended that elec-
tion petitions be heard by the judiciary, and
in 1966, the law was changed accordingly.

The third question concerned ensuring
the independence of the ECI. As the manner
of appointment of the CEC and ECs was de-
bated, Shibban Lal Saxena presciently ar-
gued that while the then Prime Minister was
a man of independence, this may not always
be the case, and proposed ratification of the
CEC’s appointment by the legislature. But
the Assembly disagreed, and provided simp-
ly for the CEC to be appointed by the Presi-
dent, leaving it to the legislature to enact a
suitable law, which never happened. The
Constituent Assembly did provide, though,
that the CEC could only be removed through
impeachment. For the ECs, even this safe-
guard was not provided, which is also a sub-
ject of the above-mentioned PIL.

A major shortcoming

The history of elections shows that this re-
mains a major shortcoming of the ECI. From
1967 to 1991, the election process deteriorat-
ed as the Congress lost its dominance, polit-
ical competition intensified, and political ac-
tors stepped up violence and electoral
malpractices. The ECI could not arrest this
deterioration. Several State governments
made large-scale transfers on the eve of elec-
tions and posted pliable officials in key posi-
tions, who sometimes flouted the ECI’s or-
ders. This deterioration could have
continued. Instead, during the 1996 general
election, the ECI restored the credibility of
the election process. The CEC, T.N. Seshan,
reinterpreted the ECI’s role and powers, and
provided combative, forceful leadership. He
publicly reprimanded politicians for violat-
ing the Model Code of Conduct, postponed/
cancelled elections if their credibility was
compromised, intensified supervision of
elections, and insisted on action against er-
rant officials. Because of constitutional safe-
guards, he could not be removed. But the
ECI got the right leadership accidentally, not
by design. Though the ECI has since become
an institution of some authority, there have
been controversies over appointments of
ECs, allegations of partisanship, and new
problems such as of voter bribery and paid
news, which the ECI has not been able to ad-
dress so far.

As history shows, inadequate leadership
is the bane of our public institutions. Safe-
guards to ensure that ethical and capable pe-
ople head them are crucial.

Rashmi Sharma is a former IAS officer
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World monetary crisis: ‘Group of Ten’ meet

West German Economics Minister Karl Schiller said to-day
[November 21, Bonn] that financial leaders of the 10 major
non-Communist industrial countries were facing very difficult
problems in their efforts to solve the current international mo-
netary crisis. He told reporters after a three-hour session on

The focus on female bodily functions
has never been more critical or as in-
tense than it is now. The Sabarimala
judgment has sparked a clash bet-
ween culture and nature, an amplifi-
cation of a battle cry that began when
women started questioning why they
were barred from some places of
worship. In 2016, a PIL was filed challenging the temple en-
try ban. That same year, women were allowed into Shani
Shingnapur temple’s sanctum sanctorum, in Maharashtra.

But equality will remain elusive as long as menstruation is
considered taboo and linked to the idea of purity, or rather,
the lack of it. Menstrual period is part of the female repro-
ductive cycle when the body sheds the uterine lining if an
egg is not fertilised. It is a rather mundane occurrence that is
shrouded in a culture of shame.

In her essay, ‘Is Female to Male as Nature is to Culture’,
American anthropologist Sherry B. Ortner argues that a wo-
man’s secondary status to man stems from the fact that the
female physiology with its procreative functions is seen as
closer to nature. The male body, on the other hand, is free
from such restrictions. The dominant patriarchal view ac-
cords ‘nature’ far less value than ‘culture’ as the latter is as-
sociated with the creation of ideas and technology. For most
women, menstruation can be uncomfortable and painful,
and as Ms. Ortner points out, involves tasks of cleansing and
waste disposal. “In many cultures it interrupts a woman’s
routine, putting her in a stigmatised state involving various
restrictions on her activities and social contacts,” she writes.
So when Union Minister Smriti Irani questioned whether a
woman would carry a “napkin seeped with menstrual blood
into a friend’s house,” she was reinforcing ideas of purity
that took root in society thousands of years ago. “Would you
think it is respectful to do the same when you walk into the
house of God? I have the right to pray, but no right to dese-
crate,” she said at the time.

Most religions subscribe to this view. The Book of Leviti-
cus in the Old Testament talks about purity and desecration
in this context: “When a woman has a discharge consisting
of blood from her body, for seven days she will be unclean
due to menstruation, and anyone who touches her will be
unclean until evening.”

And when U.S. President Donald Trump said in 2015 that
journalist Megyn Kelly had “blood coming out of her whe-
rever” after she questioned his misogyny, he was reinforcing
a stereotype that women everywhere are now challenging.

Desecration, impurity and defilement are powerful, ne-
gative words for a biological function that predates the evo-
lution of culture. Increasingly, the legal system in India has
been trying to address this imbalance, but the law alone can-
not shatter a myth that has been built upon and aggrandised
with every generation.

H. VIBHU

The writer is with The Hindu’s Bengaluru bureau
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Limits of CBI jurisdiction
A provision that allows States to show their strength

DEVESH KUMAR PANDEY

Can States bar the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) from
functioning in their
territory?

Yes. The CBI is a national
agency with police powers.
Its primary jurisdiction is
confined to Delhi and
Union Territories. As
policing (detecting crime
and maintaining law and
order) is a State subject, the
law allows the agency to
function outside only with
the consent of the States.
Andhra Pradesh and West
Bengal have withdrawn
their general consent to the
CBI to operate within their
territories.

Has it happened before?
And why?

There are several instances
of State governments
withdrawing their consent.
There was even an instance
in Sikkim, when the State
withdrew its consent after
the CBI registered a case

against former  Chief
Minister Nar Bahadur
Bhandari, and before it
could file a charge sheet.
The most common reason
for withdrawal of consent
is a strain in Centre-State
relations, and the oft-
repeated allegation that the
agency is being misused
against Opposition parties.
The decision by Andhra
Pradesh and West Bengal
has come amid concerns
being voiced by Opposition
parties  that  Central
agencies such as the CBI,
Enforcement Directorate
and Income Tax
Department are being used
against them.

Under what law is it
done?

The CBI draws its power
from the Delhi Special

Police Establishment
(DSPE) Act. The Home
Ministry,  through a
resolution, set up the

agency in April 1963. Under
Section 5 of the Act, the
Central government can

extend its powers and
jurisdiction to the States,
for  investigation  of
specified offences.
However, this power is
restricted by Section 6,
which says its powers and
jurisdiction cannot be
extended to any State
without the consent of the
government of that State.

What is the impact of
States taking back their
consent?

The withdrawal of general
consent restricts the CBI
from instituting new cases
in the State concerned.
However, as decided by the
Supreme Court in Kazi
Lhendup Dorji 1994), the
withdrawal of consent
applies prospectively and
therefore, existing cases
will be allowed to reach
their logical conclusion.
The CBI can also seek or get
specific consent in
individual cases from the
State government.

How has the consent

issue played out?

In most cases, States have
given consent for a CBI
probe against only Central
government employees.
The agency can also
investigate a Member of
Parliament. Apart from
Mizoram, West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh, the
agency has consent in one
form or the other for
carrying out investigations
across the country.

What happens to cases
in which thereis a
demand for a CBI probe?
The Supreme Court has
made it clear that when it
or a High Court directs that
a particular investigation
be handed over to the CBI,
there is no need for any
consent under the DSPE
Act. A landmark judgment
in this regard was the 2010
Supreme Court decision by
which the killing of 11
Trinamool Congress
workers in West Bengal in
2001 was handed over to
the CBI.

the second day of the conference of Ministers and Central
Bank Governors of the ‘Group of Ten’ that a lot of time would
still be required to work out solutions. More than 100 dele-
gates of the group began an emergency conference yesterday
in a bid to end recent massive speculation against the French
franc. The Group of Ten are the United States, Canada, Britain,
France, West Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy, Swe-
den and Japan.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO NOVEMBER 22, 1918.

Post-War Trade Policy.

The Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce has is-
sued a report on the future trade policy of India concerning ta-
riffs. After considering the opinion expressed by individual
firms the Committee came to the following decision. The pol-
icy to be followed in this connection should be, the special
Sub-Committee think, based on the principle of reciprocity
with preference within the British Empire. In other words the
treatment of imports into and exports from the British Empire
should be made to depend mainly on the treatment accorded
by foreign nations to exports to and imports from British pos-
sessions. If a country is willing to extend to British Empire the
advantages of free trade then the Empire should be willing to
trade with that country on the same terms. On the other hand,
tariffs should be imposed as against those countries into heavy
import duties on the British Empire.

CONCEPTUAL
Compassion fatigue

PSYCHOLOGY

Also known as secondary traumatic stress, this refers to a
state of psychological fatigue that is experienced by people
who invest a lot of time and effort into charity and social res-
cue activities. Compassion fatigue can cause victims to slowly
lose any feeling of compassion towards people who may be in
need of their assistance. This happens because of repeated ex-
posure to people in need of help, leading them to develop a
feeling of numbness. Compassion fatigue is said to affect pro-
fessional assistance providers like doctors, nurses, firefighters
and other emergency service personnel who are constantly
exposed to people who need help.
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J&K Governor
dissolves Assembly

The Governor, while issuing
the order to dissolve the As-
sembly, pointed to the im-
possibility of a stable go-
vernment being formed by
political parties with oppos-
ing political ideologies.

The experience of the
past few years showed that
with the fractured mandate,
it was not possible to form a
stable government.

“The coming together of
such parties in a grouping is
nothing but an attempt to
gain power rather than to
form a responsive govern-
ment,” said Mr. Malik.

He said there were also
reports of extensive horse
trading and possible ex-
change of money, in order
to secure the support of le-
gislators belonging to widely
diverging political ideolo-
gies just to form a govern-
ment.

“Such activities are not
healthy for democracy and
vitiate the political process,”

the Governor added.

National Conference
leader and former Chief Mi-
nister Omar Abdullah cried
foul over the Governor’s de-
cision.

“The NC has been press-
ing for Assembly dissolution
for five months now. It can’t
be a coincidence that within
minutes of Mehbooba Mufti
Sahiba’s letter staking claim
the order to dissolve the As-
sembly suddenly appears,”
said Mr. Abdullah.

Senior PDP leader Naeem
Akhtar said the BJP-backed
PC claim only hinted at the
“illegitimate means the two
parties were planning to
employ in J&K to cobble to-
gether the required
numbers.”

Earlier, in an eventful
day, arch rivals, the NC and
the PDP, decided to join
hands to form a unity go-
vernment, with the Con-
gress openly offering its sup-
port.

Birds flee devastated
Point Calimere

Extensive damage: A tree that was uprooted by Cyclone Gaja

in Pudukottai. =p7i

Great flamingo, Painted
Stork, Little Stint, Seagull
and Brown-headed gull are
normally found in the sanc-
tuary. Mr. Ramasubrama-
niam said watch towers,
flamingo and blackbuck rest
houses and other structures
were destroyed. “The infras-
tructure damage is to the
tune of 32.4 crore and we
have sent a detailed report
to the government,” Mr. Ra-
masubramaniam said.

The bird sanctuary that is
normally populated with
water birds that wade
through the water, wears a
deserted look.

“I could see a lot of birds

floating in the water now. It
is a good sign. I am once
again seeing some birds re-
turning,” said Rudrapathy,
who was fishing in the sanc-
tuary on Wednesday.

S.M. Balasubramanian, a
former local councillor of
Point Calimere, said though
people have themselves lost
everything in the cyclone,
the damage caused to the
sanctuary pained him very
much. Mr. Ramasubrama-
niam rejected the reports
that hundreds of blackbuck
were drowned. If there were
such mass deaths “it would
have come to our notice
immediately.”

1 held for grenade attack
on Amritsar prayer meet

The Chief Minister said pre-
liminary investigation and
CCTV footage of the inci-
dent had led to the arrest of
Bikramyjit, who identified his
accomplice as Avtar Singh
Khalsa, 32, a resident of vil-
lage Chak Mishri Khan in
Ajnala.

Punjab DGP Suresh Arora
said Bikramjit was riding a
motorbike at the time of his
arrest and it had been reco-
vered.

“During interrogation,
Bikramjit disclosed that he
reached the house of Avtar
Singh in Chak Mishri Khan

village on his motorcycle at
about 9 a.m. They started
for village Adliwal around
9.30 am. They waited in the
area for the crowd to con-
gregate at the Satsang Bha-
wan. Both of them were
armed with pistols at that
time. After hurling the gre-
nade, both of them fled on
the motorbike,” he said.

Mr. Arora said Avtar
Singh was in touch with
Happy, who had got the
hand grenade dumped near
an orchard near Majitha
through  some  other
associates.

Modi govt. trying to weaken
democracy, says Manmohan

‘Credibility of institutions like Parliament and CBI systematically denigrated’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Narendra Modi govern-
ment is trying to weaken de-
mocracy, his predecessor,
Manmohan Singh, said in In-
dore on Wednesday.

Ahead of the Assembly
elections in Madhya Pradesh
and other States, the former
Prime Minister addressed a
press conference, his first.

“The country has wit-
nessed the credibility of in-
stitutions like Parliament
and CBI being systematically
denigrated. There is a care-
ful, well-thought-out and ca-
librated effort to weaken de-
mocracy,” he said, reading
out from a written state-
ment.

“The rule of law is under
attack. History shall never
forgive our present genera-
tion if the situation is not
changed,” Dr. Singh said.

Answering questions la-
ter, he criticised the Prime
Minister’s conduct. “It does
not befit the PM to abuse pol-
itical opponents,” he said,

Ministry
contradicts
submission

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Contradictory to its own
submission made in front
of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on Finance on
Tuesday, the Union Agri-
culture Ministry issued a
clarification on Wednes-
day claiming that there
was no impact of demone-
tisation.

The  demonetisation
was announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
November 8, 2016.

The Ministry, in a press
note, said that the sales of
oilseeds and pulse seeds
were completed by the
time of the announcement
and had no impact due to
it.

“In case of wheat crops,
the sale in cash was not af-
fected as the government
subsequently allowed for
sale of seeds and other in-
puts through co-opera-
tives, State governments,
public sector undertak-
ings, National or State
Seeds Corporations, Cen-
tral or State Agricultural
Universities and the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search by accepting pur-
chase through old curren-
cy of I500 and 1,000
notes on production of
proof of identity,” the clar-
ification said.

The clarification, ho-
wever, does not deny the
report of The Hindu.

One of the senior bu-
reaucrats at the Ministry
said the report sent to the
Standing Committee was
prepared in a hurry and a
revised report with more
details would be furnished
at its next meeting on No-
vember 27.

In poll mode: Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
addressing a press conference in Indore on Wednesday. =p1i

accusing him of using “un-
parliamentary words”
against the Opposition.

Asked about his 2014 com-
ments that Narendra Modi as
PM would be a disaster to the
country, he said he did not
want to comment on his ear-
lier remarks.

“T used harsh words
which I should not have.
Now people will make the
decision,” he added.

In a veiled reference to de-
velopments in the RBI and
the CBI, Dr. Singh said the
Modi government was trying

to prevail over big institu-
tions, and this would be de-
trimental to democracy and
the law of the land.

“The relationship bet-
ween the RBI and the Fi-
nance Ministry has hit a
low,” the former Union Fi-
nance Minister and Reserve
Bank Governor said, adding
there is a need for “harmony
and coordination”.

“The RBI Governor and
the Finance Minister have a
delicate relationship. Both
have to work together. Even
though the job of running

the country rests with the
government, specific res-
ponsibility is given to the RBI
Governor by the RBI Act.
There is a need to recognise
interdependence of the two
entities and work in harmo-
ny,” he said.

“I am happy with the ef-
forts being made to bring re-
conciliation. Both need to
work in harmony with each
other,” he said.

“The maximum number
of people in India, who end-
ed their life due to unem-
ployment, belong to BJP-
ruled Madhya Pradesh,” he
said.

He criticised the State go-
vernment led by Shivraj
Singh Chouhan for failing to
provide employment oppor-
tunities to youth. He cited an
instance in February this
year when 2,81,000 persons,
some holding Ph.D.s, ap-
plied for 738 posts of peon.

Dr. Singh also attacked the
Shivraj Singh Chouhan go-
vernment on various alleged
scams such as Vyapam.
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BJP seeks action

on leake

d video

Says Cong. leader violated poll code

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

A delegation of the BJP met
with officials of the Election
Commission of India de-
manding action against the
Congress over a leaked vi-
deo of Madhya Pradesh
Congress Committee chief
Kamal Nath, accusing him of
violating the code of con-
duct and invoking religious
sentiments and appealing to
a  particular  religious
community.

The delegation was led by
Union Minister Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi along with mem-
bers of Parliament Mee-
nakshi Lekhi and Anil
Baluni.

It cited news reports of an
opinion poll broadcast by
India News Channel and
conducted by C-Fore agency
on November 18, stating that
this violated the model code
of conduct.

They also cited tweets by
Mr. Nath promising regulari-
sation of Aanganwadi work-
ers in Madhya Pradesh if
elected, and of raising allo-
wances of midday meal

Kamal Nath

workers when no such an-
nouncement was made in
the Congress’s manifesto
and was therefore in viola-
tion of Section 123 of the Re-
presentation of the People
Act read along with Sections
171B and 171C of the Indian
Penal Code.

Significantly, it also cited
a leaked video of Mr. Nath
allegedly addressing a gath-
ering which exclusively to
Muslim voters to mobilise
90% polling in favour of the
Congress on Muslim domi-
nated polling booths.

“This is against the spirit
of free and fair polls,” the
delegation said in its letter
submitted to the
commission.

BJP targets Kamal Nath after 1984 riots verdict

Congress needs to answer questions over its sincerity in prosecuting cases, says Ravi Shankar Prasad

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The BJP on Wednesday
turned the spotlight on Mad-
hya Pradesh Congress chief
Kamal Nath, a day after a
Delhi court sentenced two
people for their roles in the
1984 anti-Sikh riots.

The party demanded that
the Congress answer charges
that it had scuttled earlier
commissions of inquiry into
the riots to protect some of
its leaders.

Claiming that the Con-
gress had removed Mr. Nath
as the party’s Punjab elec-
tion in-charge after protests
over his alleged role in the
riots, Union Law Minister Ra-
vi Shankar Prasad said at a
press conference here that
the Congress needed to
answer questions over its
sincerity in prosecuting cas-
es related to the 1984 riots.

Mr. Nath has said he had
no links with the riots which
erupted in the wake of the

Seeking answers: BJP leader Ravi Shankar Prasad addressing a
press meet at the party office in New Delhi on Wednesday. =pi

assassination of the then
Prime Minister, Indira Gand-
hi, by her Sikh bodyguards.

‘An eyewash’

Contending that the Con-
gress had, during its rule,
“tried to ensure that the Sikh
riot victims did not get jus-
tice,” he said several com-
missions of inquiry set up by
Congress-led governments
were “either an eyewash or
were wound up when they

seemed to be getting so-
mewhere”. Mr. Prasad al-
leged that “the Opposition
party did this to save its own
people”

He also credited the probe
by the Special Investigation
Team (SIT), set up in 2015 by
the government headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, for facilitating the con-
viction of the two people this
month, almost 35 years after
the riots. While the court

sentenced one convict to
death, it awarded a life term
to the other.

“We [BJP] are very satis-
fied,” Mr. Prasad said. “The
Nanavati Commission set up
by the Atal Bihari Vajpayee
government had found evi-
dence of systematic killing of
Sikhs in 1984. But between
2005 and 2014, the UPA go-
vernment did not take any
authentic steps to provide
justice to victims. The Modi
government took steps that
gave justice to victims of the
1984 killings,” he said.

Promise to Sikhs
The Law Minister said his
party wanted to assure
Sikhs, especially those
whose families had suffered,
that the SIT would probe the
cases honestly, without any
undue outside interference,
and take action against the
guilty.

Mr. Prasad said Rajiv
Gandhi, who succeeded his

Setback for Vijay Mallya in foreclosure

VIDYA RAM
LONDON
Swiss bank UBS’s attempt to
foreclose on a mortgage
loan on a London property
of Vijay Mallya’s gained
ground as the judge in the
case approved its applica-
tion to strike out certain
parts of an amended de-
fence submitted in May by
the businessman’s legal
team, on almost all counts.
The case at the business
and property courts of the
Royal Court of Justice has
been ongoing as the bank
has sought to take posses-

sion of the property in
prime central London, over
the £20.4 million interest.

The bank says that Rose
Capital, through which the
house was originally pur-
chased in 2005, had not re-
paid the loan, that was stat-
ed to be for a period of five
years and subject to early
termination by the
claimant.

Mr. Mallya’s legal team
have sought to fight the ap-
plication from UBS on a
number of grounds, includ-
ing a failure to recognise oc-
cupation rights and an alle-

Vijay Mallya

gation that UBS had
“delayed and frustrated”
the defendants’ attempts to
refinance the loan.

In his ruling the judge

Under ISI tutelage, KLF wants to revive Khalistan movement

Currently being headed by Harmeet Singh of Amritsar, who has been living in a gurdwara in Lahore since 2008

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

Punjab Chief Minister Capt.
Amarinder Singh said on
Wednesday that the accused
in Sunday’s attack on a reli-
gious congregation near
Amritsar were associated
with the banned outfit,
Khalistan Liberation Force
(KLF).

Security agencies say the
KLF, an extremist organisa-
tion active in the 1980s, was
revived in 2009 in Malaysia
under pressure from Pakis-
tan’s Inter Services Intelli-
gence (ISI).

It is currently being head-
ed by Harmeet Singh, alias
“PhD”, of Amritsar who is
working under the “tutelage
of Pakistan’s ISI”.

The National Investiga-
tion Agency (NIA) says Har-
meet Singh has been living
at Gurdwara Bibi Nanki in

Lahore since 2008. He used
Skype to radicalise an Italy-
based Sikh youth, Hardeep
Singh, and convinced him to
come to India to carry out
specific attacks.

He would fly down from
Italy every time he was as-
signed a target.

The NIA chronicled the
revival of the extremist out-
fit in May when the agency
accused KLF of being in-
volved in eight incidents of
murder and attempted mur-
ders of RSS leaders and a
pastor in Punjab in 2016 and
2017. Singh and a sewing
machine mechanic, Raman-
deep, were accused by NIA
to be involved in all the
killings.

Founded by Aroor Singh

The NIA said the main objec-
tive of the KLF is to “liberate
the so-called Khalistan”.
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Victim of terror: A man injured in the blast at the Nirankari
Bhawan being treated in Amritsar on Sunday. =ap

Founded by Aroor Singh in
1986, the outfit had been ac-
tive in promoting secession-
ist activities till 1994.

“After being ousted from
the Panthic [religious] com-
mittee, he [Aroor Singh] or-
ganised the Mai Bhago regi-

ment under the banner of
the KLF as the armed wing
of the All India Sikh Stu-
dents Federation (Presidi-
um),” an NIA document
said.

It further said that after
Aroor Singh’s death in 1986

and killing of other top lead-
ers by security forces, Avtar
Singh Brahma took over the
outfit in 1987. After Brahma
was killed in an encounter
with security forces in Rajas-
than in August 1988, Gurjant
Singh Budh Singhwala took
over. “Singhwala also died
in an encounter on July 29,
1992 and after his death, Dr.
Pritam Singh Sekhon took
over in 1994. As per reports,
he died in Pakistan,” the NIA
said.

According to the NIA, in
November 2009, Sandeep
Singh, alias Jasbir Singh,
who was part of the KLF in
the 1980s and 1990s, came
to Malaysia to meet Harmin-
der Singh Mintoo, Bakshish
Singh and Daljit Singh Khal-
sa. Mintoo was asked to car-
ry out attacks in 2010.

Mintoo was arrested in
2014 in Thailand and de-

ported to India. He was
lodged in the Nabha jail
from where he escaped in a
sensational jailbreak on No-
vember 28, 2016. He was la-
ter arrested and died of a
cardiac arrest in Punjab
Central Jail.

“The leadership of the
KLF believes that they can
revive the moribund Khalis-
tan movement by targeting
members of specific com-
munities so as to polarise
the society of Punjab on
communal lines. Organisa-
tions and persons, who ac-
cording to the leadership of
the KLF oppose the ideology
of Jarnail Singh Bhindran-
wale, are their prime targets
for elimination. The mem-
bers of the organisation also
keep a close watch on post-
ings on social media and
choose targets who hold an-
ti-Sikh views,” the NIA said.

said that striking out a claim
was a step that the court
would “not take lightly,” and
only took place if a claim
was “bound to fail.”

He said that aside from
one issue - the defendants
claim that UBS had pledged
to roll over the debt for
another five years after the
initial five-year period - the
case based on 10 other is-
sues was “bound to fail” and
it was appropriate for them
to be struck out of the
amended defence.

The one remaining issue
could remain within the

Media rep

mother Indira Gandhi as
Prime Minister, had said that
the earth shook when a big
tree fell, and alleged that the
Congress had condoned the
organised violence against
Sikhs.

“No one in the Congress
has denied that remark till
date,” he said.

The BJP’s NDA ally, the
Akali Dal, went a step further
with the former Punjab De-
puty Chief Minister Sukhbir
Singh Badal demanding that
Congress leader Sonia Gand-
hi be summoned by the SIT
for questioning.

To a query about other
riots, including those in Guj-
arat in 2002, Mr. Prasad said
there had been convictions
in many of the Gujarat riots
cases, and added that a Su-
preme Court-monitored SIT
had questioned Mr. Modi,
who was the State’s Chief Mi-
nister at the time, for three
days and subsequently given
him a clean chit.

cdase

amended defence document
ahead of a trial that is set to
commence next year.

“The language of the con-
tractual terms in this case
could not be more stark. The
loan was made on an un-
committed basis and repaya-
ble on demand. UBS’ stan-
dard conditions  were
amended to remove the
need for there to be a trigger
event before it was entitled
to call in the loan and UBS
was entitled to call in the
loan in its absolute discre-
tion,” wrote Chief Master
Mash in his judgment.

orts cited

against Andrabi

NIA files chargeshe

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has in a char-
gesheet filed last week, re-
produced interviews given
to a prominent Kashmiri
newspaper as prime evi-
dence against Dukhtaran-e-
Millat (DeM) chief Asiya An-

drabi and her two
associates.
In the chargesheet

against Ms. Andrabi and two
others, Sofi Fehmeeda and
Nahida Nasreen, the NIA
said DeM, a separatist outfit
based in the Kashmir Valley,
was collecting gold jewel-
lery through donations and
raised funds by selling
them. The accused were ar-
rested on July 5 and are now
in Tihar jail.

The NIA said it could not
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et against DeM chief

attach the photograph of
the accused in the chargesh-
eet as they were pardanash-
een (veiled). Ms. Andrabi
supported Lashkar-e-Jabbar
(Le]), a terrorist outfit that
threw acid on two women in
Srinagar in 2000 for not ad-
hering to the Islamic dress
code, the agency said.

It said Ms. Andrabi asked
women to stay away from
government jobs, and inves-
tigations revealed that the
DeM does not accept as
members any women who
work for financial institu-
tions such as banks and who
are married to soldiers or
police personnel. The char-
gesheet accessed by The
Hindu said the DeM worked
closely with multiple terro-
rist outfits and Kashmiri
separatist leaders.

A ND-NDE



THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2018

[IN FOCUS: M.P. EQUATIONS ]

Upper caste angst may queer pitch for BJP

Younger voters, concerned about the lack of jobs, seem to be lending some wind to the Congress’s sails this time around

VIKAS PATHAK
GWALIOR/UJJAIN

Vijay Kumar Dubey, a tradi-
tional BJP supporter, pred-
icts a close contest in the
Madhya Pradesh Assembly
election.

The middle-aged Brahmin
trader, who runs a shop near
the bustling Bada area in
Gwalior, has his reasons for
the assessment.

“The Goods and Services
Tax has cut into business-
men’s profits,” he says, with
an air of bitterness. “Why is
it that only traders are re-
ferred to when we talk about
black money? Why are there
no raids on rich politicians?”

And he has another grie-
vance: “The Chief Minister
said that no mai ka laal can
take away reservations.
Okay, but why this kind of
tone? Who will talk about the
Savarnas [upper castes]?”

For the first time in an
election in the State, caste
and reservations have be-
come a common refrain.
Madhya Pradesh, unlike Ut-

Lead campaigner: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at an election meeting in Rewa. =pri

tar Pradesh or Bihar, hither-
to did not have nuanced
caste-based issues casting a
shadow over electoral
outcomes.

Residents say the polarisa-
tion over the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act
was the tipping point, with
an undercurrent of upper
caste concerns becoming

distinctly discernible in pol-
itical discussions in recent
months.

Conversations with upper
caste voters in urban areas
reveal a broad pattern: while
most expect the BJP will re-
tain power, they predict —
without revealing their vot-
ing intentions — a kaante ki
takkar (a close fight) bet-
ween the Congress and the

BJP. There are also those
who are openly critical of the
BJP and wish to see change,
flagging a likely splintering of
votes from upper castes — a
bloc that had largely been
pro-BJP.

The upper castes — the
Brahmins, Thakurs, Baniyas
and Kayasths — constitute
about 17% of the population
of the State, show data cited

Campaign cuts

Capturing minds: In a departure from posters and hoardings, parties are using new designs in Hyderabad. =«..s.ciri

For this bodybuilder,
it’'s a change of arena

Congress fields a champion against Akbaruddin Owaisi

SYED MOHAMMED

HYDERABAD

Pumping iron and fighting
elections have little in com-
mon. But Esa Misri, known
for strong pectorals and
bulging biceps, is the Con-
gress candidate for the
Chandrayagutta Assembly
seat in the Old City here.

Mr. Misri says he is con-
testing on the plank of deve-
lopment and public dis-
course without incendiary
rhetoric. His main rivals are
candidates of the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul ~ Musli-
meen and the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party.

In a free-wheeling inter-
view to The Hindu, the 49-
year-old second-generation
athlete says, “All political
parties are busy sowing
seeds of discord between
communities. Here, we are
seeing a war of words, albeit
obliquely, between the can-
didates of the AIMIM and the
BJP. I want to stop politics
based on religion. There is a
need for clean politics,
which will reach out to all
sections of society. It is only
when this happens that de-
velopment will take place,”
Mr. Misri says.

Home stretch

The bodybuilder-business-
man politician traces his
roots to Hadhramaut in Ye-
men. “I belong to the al-Mis-
ri tribe,” he says, adding that
he is no stranger to the
Chandrayagutta constituen-
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Heavy lifting: Esa Misri is taking on a new challenge in the
Chandrayagutta constituency in Hyderabad. =naGaArA GopaL

cy. “My mother’s family is
from there. My businesses
are in the same area. I am
practically from Chandraya-
gutta,” Mr. Misri says.

So, how does he plan to
take on a formidable oppo-
nent like Akbaruddin Owaisi
of the AIMIM, who has been
the Chandrayangutta MLA
for several terms?

“I have met thousands of
people over the past 11
months. They have told me
they would support my can-
didature, that they would
vote for me. They want
change,” he says.

Mr. Misri says the consti-
tuents, in the past, wanted
o “change” former Chan-
drayagutta MLA and Majlis
Bachao Tahreek founder
Amanullah Khan and they
did it. The time for another
“change” has come, he says.
Mr. Misri plans to focus on
healthcare as better access
to the public health system
and affordable medicines
were a must. His sons,
Ahmed Misri and Osman
Misri, too, are body buil-
ders, and have won silver
medals in an international
championship.

[BATTLEGROUND:

by Christophe Jaffrelot in his
book Rise of the Plebeians.
They are more numerous in
the Malwa, Bundelkhand
and Baghelkhand regions
than in the Mahakoshal
region.

Sapaks, a spoiler?

While the Sapaks party is try-
ing to capitalise on this un-
dercurrent of Savarna unea-
se,the BJP still remains the
party that most upper caste
voters trust, their discontent
over the restoration of the
SC/ST Act notwithstanding.

At the Dewas Gate area in
Ujjain, a conversation with
three elderly men, all Tha-
kurs, shows their sympathies
are still with the BJP. The Sa-
paks, they say, will cut into
some of the upper caste
votes, particularly among
“short-sighted and misguid-
ed” voters.

However, it is the younger
voters among the upper
castes, who seem to be lend-
ing some wind to the Con-
gress’s sails this time around.

“One good thing about Ra-
jasthan is that it keeps shift-
ing from one party to the
other every five years,” says
Ashish Tiwari, a Gwalior-
based student who is a Brah-
min. “Change is not bad so-
metimes. If you use the same
umbrella for 15 years, it will
begin to leak. You need to
change it.”

Even in Budhni, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan’s constituen-
cy, jobs are a matter of con-
cern for upper caste youth,
though they agree that Mr.
Chouhan will be hard to beat
being the sitting Chief Minis-
ter. Rahul Rajput, a Thakur
from Budhni who is in his
mid-20s, says he has no job
despite having a Master’s de-
gree and a diploma in com-
puter application. The
town’s two textile mills do
not employ local youth, he
says.

“The Chief Minister has
made too many promises,
but his strike rate in terms of
implementation is not good,”
he says.

VVPATS do well

in Chhattisgarh

Expert training helped, says official

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The two phases of the As-
sembly election in Chhattis-

garh recorded low failure of

electronic voting machines
(EVMs) and voter verifiable
paper audit trail (VVPAT)
units compared with their
performance in recent polls.

During polling, only
0.34% of the ballot units,
0.39% of the control units
and 1.89% of the VVPATs
had to be replaced. The fi-

gures for the mock polls

stood at 0.72%, 0.88% and
1.68%.

“Comprehensive training
of polling personnel result-
ed in better handling of the
machines,” an official said.

In reserve
The poll panel used 23,677
control units, 30,696 ballot
units and 23,677 VVPATS for
the election. It had kept
more than 3,900 VVPATSs,
2,852 control units and
3,659 ballot units in reserve.
In the Karnataka Assemb-

KHAMMAM]

ly election on May 12, nearly
1,700 VVPATs developed
glitches during the mock
test, amounting to nearly
4.2% of all the machines.

This figure was encourag-
ing compared with the high
rate of malfunction during
the Lok Sabha byelections
in Kairana (Uttar Pradesh)
and Palghar and Bhandra-
Gondiya in Maharashtra,
the official said. The VVPAT
replacement rate was as
high as 20.82% in Kairana,
19.22% in Bhandara-Gondia
and 13.16% in Palghar.

Following the glitches de-
tected during the Lok Sabha
bypolls, the poll panel got
an analysis done by its tech-
nical experts committee,
which found that excessive
exposure to light was a pro-
minent cause.

The machine’s deplete
sensor would malfunction
due to the EC logo on print-
ing paper.

The EC got all these is-
sues fixed at the manufac-
turing level.

TRS, TDP face off in
high-octane contest

Ruling party banks on ‘development plank’ to sway voters

P. SRIDHAR
KHAMMAM

A high-octane battle is on
the cards in the Khammam
constituency with the TDP,
in alliance with the Con-
gress, the CPI and the Telag-
nana Jana Samiti, banking
on the combined strength to
win the high-profile seat in
the December 7 election.

The segment, encompass-
ing the fort town of Kham-
mam, has remained a citadel
of the CPI(M) and the CPI for
several decades since its in-
ception in 1952. The Con-
gress too reigned supreme in
the constituency, winning
the seat four times including
in the 2014 election.

The TDP has fielded its
Polit Bureau member and
former Khammam MP Nama
Nageswara Rao in an appa-
rent bid to revive its fortunes
in the district, considered
the political nerve centre of
south Telangana.

The ruling TRS is pinning
its hopes on the “develop-
ment plank” to retain its
sway in the constituency
where it has fielded former
MLA Puvvada Ajay Kumar.

Mr. Ajay Kumar won from
the constituency on Con-
gress ticket in 2014, trounc-
ing Tummala Nageswara
Rao, who contested on TDP
ticket, by a margin of 5,682
votes.

Both Mr. Kumar and Mr.
Rao later joined the TRS sep-
arately and the latter was in-

Three-cornered battle

A keen triangular contest is expected in this erstwhile Left citadel

Total voters (as on
March 24, 2018)

2,38,516
KHAMMAM
MEN: 1,16,291
Aoy Eiesy WOMEN: 1,22,194
Development - -
of Gollapadu OTHERS: 31

CANDIDATES IN THE FRAY

#Puvvada Nama *Palvancha
Ajay Kumar Nageswara Rama Rao

TRS Rao TDP BLF

ducted into the State Cabi-
net as Minister for Roads and
Buildings before being elect-
ed as the TRS candidate
from the Palair constituency
in a byelection in 2016.

BLF’s trump card
By fielding a backward class-
es leader, Palvancha Rama
Rao, from the constituency,
the CPI(M)-backed Bahujan
Left Front (BLF) is hoping to
spring a surprise by relying
on the support of weaker
sections, which constitute
the lion’s share of the electo-
rate.

The BJP is also trying to
make inroads into the con-
stituency.

channel,
house sites for
homeless people

79.8%

INCUMBENT:

Puvvada
Ajay Kumar

*Bahujan
Left Front,
backed by
CPI(M)

#Elected on
a Congress

ticket in
2014 URBAN RURAL

N
o
N
. R (Census 2011)

The candidates of the
main political parties have
focussed their attention on
winning the support of Mus-
lim minorities, traders and
employees who form a sizea-
ble chunk of the total electo-
rate.

The TDP campaign man-
agers have drawn up plans
to organise roadshows by
party president N. Chandra-
babu Naidu and the actor-
turned politician N. Balak-
rishna in the final leg of the
campaign, TDP sources said.

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao and Deputy
Chief Minister Mahamood
Ali have already campaigned
for the TRS candidate.
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Several defectors in Rajasthan
JAIPUR

The BJP and the Congress

in Rajasthan have fielded

11 defectors. Voices of

dissent are being heard

from both parties and

sidelined leaders have

been quick to cross over to

get a chance to contest.

The BJP has fielded seven defectors — six
from the Congress and one from the BSP.
The Congress has given ticket to at least four.
State Congress president Sachin Pilot (in
photo) said the decision was taken by the
party high command on a case-by-case basis.
Defectors who got Congress ticket include
Harish Meena, Habib-ir-Rehman, Manvendra
Singh and Sona Devi Bawri. i

Polling booths for Bru refugees
AIZAWL

The Election Commission

on Wednesday approved a

proposl of Chief Electoral

Officer Ashish Kundra (in

photo) for setting up 15

booths at Kahnmun in

Mamit district of Mizoram

for Bru refugees. The

nearest Bru refugee camp from the village
across the Langkaih river in Tripura is about 2
km away at Kaskau and the farthest is 57 km
away at Hazacherra. For the 12,014 Bru voters
of Mizoram, it will be a homecoming via the
same route they had taken 21 years ago.

Gehlot's apology to Jodhpur
JODHPUR
Senior Congress leader
Ashok Gehlot on
Wednesday apologised to
the people of Jodhpur for
lack of development, and
said it was neglected by
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje (in
photo) as he hailed from the district. He
appealed to the people to teach Ms. Raje a
lesson. "She did not do any development
work in the entire Marwar region, especially in
Jodhpur, because | belong to Jodhpur. |
tender my apology for being the reason for
this neglect,"” the former Rajasthan Chief
Minister said. Mr. Gehlot filed his nomination
for Sardarpura on Monday. emi

AAP releases M.P. manifesto
BHOPAL
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Wednesday
released its manifesto for
the Madhya Pradesh
Assembly election,
promising health and
education services similar
to those provided by its
government in Delhi. Claiming that the party
was an alternative to the BJP and the
Congress, Delhi Minister Gopal Rai (in photo)
and Madhya Pradesh AAP chief Alok Agrawal
released the manifesto, printed in the form of
a notarised affidavit. rni

Amit Shahji has

arrived, Modiji will be
coming. Since it’s a
democracy, all are welcome.
But they won't be able to
make any difference to the
public opinion. I believe that
people are going to
vote for the Congress

ASHOK GEHLOT
CONGRESS LEADER

DATA BYTE

Polling

trend

The Chhattisgarh
Assembly election
saw a voter
turnout of
76.35%, about
one percentage

°
Kharsia

point lower G SECERSCY 86.81%

than the 2013 ®

election. Kurud
88.99%

Naxal-affected
districts like
Dantewada

saw a lower
turnout
compared to the

[ ]
Narayanpur
39.8%

rest of the State i -e Bijapur 33%
Voter turnout%

Ty
33 88.99

VPOCKET | SURENDRA

When | sought party ticket, nobody objected.
| suspect the constituency is not a safe one.
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JVP and TNA must fight together’

Leftist party leader says both can find common ground, and protect democratic rights together

Congress to investigate
Ivanka over email use
WASHINGTON

A Congressional committee
will investigate lvanka
Trump, U.S. President Donald
Trump's daughter and a
White House adviser,
following reports that she
repeatedly used a personal
email account for official
work, a House Democrat said
on Tuesday. arp

EU rejects Italy's budget,
to impose sanctions
BRUSSELS

Brussels officially rejected
Italy's big-spending budget
on Wednesday, clearing the
path for unprecedented
sanctions and deepening a
bitter row with Rome's
populist government. The
conclusion by the European
Commission, the EU's
executive arm, comes weeks
after it had sent back the
budget, in a historic first. arp

U.S. suspends $1.66 bn
security aid to Pakistan
WASHINGTON

The U.S. has suspended $1.66
billion in security assistance
to Pakistan, days after
President Donald Trump said
the country does not do “a
damn thing" for America,
Pentagon has said, in what
experts believe is a strong
signal of American
frustration. e

Time is limited for Hamas
leader: Israel Minister
JERUSALEM

Israel's Housing Minister
Yoav Gallant warned on
Wednesday that “time is
limited" for Yahya Sinwar, the
Hamas leader in the Gaza
Strip, days after a
controversial truce ended a
severe flare-up and triggered
a coalition crisis. "He won't
finish his life in a retirement
home," said Mr. Gallant. arp

route
unclear

Having survived

a challenge from
Eurosceptics in her
own party, Theresa
May came to Brussels
on Wednesday to
fine tune the terms
of the Brexit deal

Jan. 2021:
New EU-U.K. trade
accord enters into force
or

U.K. stays in customs
arrangement with EU
(‘The Irish backstop')

or transition period, the U.K. retains access to EU markets
Transition period is
extended

Current
situation
in Parliament

May's Conservative Party
is in an uneasy coalition
with the Democratic
Unionist Party, which has
said it will vote against
the deal. She needs the
support of at least 320
MPs for the deal to win
approval in the House

March 29-Dec. 2020:
= U.K., EU to negotiate future trade partnership = During

MEERA SRINIVASAN
COLOMBO

Sri Lanka’s leftist Janatha Vi-
mukthi Peramuna (JVP) and
the Tamil National Alliance
(TNA) have a duty to fight to-
gether and protect demo-
cratic rights, JVP leader Anu-
ra Dissanayake said,
proposing a novel partner-
ship between parties repre-
senting the country’s two
main ethnic groups.

“The JVP (or People’s Lib-
eration Front) and the TNA
represent sections in the
country’s south and north
that have suffered most due
to the actions of the repres-
sive state,” he said in an in-
terview to The Hindu on
Wednesday.

He was referring to the
JVP’s two youth insurrec-
tions in 1971 and 1987-89 that
were suppressed by state
violence, and the Tamil
armed struggle that was mil-
itarily defeated in 2009.

Mr. Dissanayake’s com-
ments come in light of a
month-long political crisis in
Sri Lanka, which began with
President Maithripala Sirise-
na’s arbitrary sacking of
Prime Minister Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, and the appoint-
ment of former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa in his
place. The Sirisena-Rajapak-
sa combine has since dis-

Seeking normalcy: A protest in Colombo on Wednesday calling for the restoration of
the government; right, JVP leader Anura Dissanayake. =Arp, ISHARA KODIKARA

rupted Parliament and re-
jected two confidence votes
passed in the House, without
proving a majority.

Ideological shifts

As a political party, the JVP
has undergone major shifts
in the five decades since its
founding. In more recent
years, it saw two groups
breaking away and forming
new parties. The leadership
of Mr. Dissanayake, 49, in the
last few years is seen as giv-
ing the party some renewed
vigour and visibility.

All the same, suggesting
that the party’s links to its
past and core ideology may
still be intact in some mea-
sure, the reception of the
party headquarters has a
photograph of its rebel lead-
er Rohana Wijeweera, sport-

ing a “Che cap”, a thick
beard and a wide smile. In
the visitors’ room, three
large black and white photo-
graphs — of Marx, Engels and
Lenin — occupy a prominent
place on the wall

Ahead of the 2015 presi-
dential election, the JVP was
at the forefront of opposition
to Mr. Rajapaksa. Last week,
again, the JVP, with its six
MPs, and the TNA that has 14
MPs, proved to be a formida-
ble force in the 225-member
Parliament, taking on Mr. Ra-
japaksa.

In addition to their resis-
tance to Mr. Rajapaksa’s
“power grab” facilitated by
President Sirisena’s “illegal
and unconstitutional
moves”, they voted against
Mr. Rajapaksa, indirectly
helping ousted PM Wickre-

South Korean candidate chosen

REUTERS
DUBAI
International police organi-
sation Interpol on Wednes-
day elected Kim Jong-yang of
South Korea as president,
beating a Russian whose can-
didacy had raised concerns
in Europe and the United
States about the risk of
Kremlin interference.
Interpol’s Secretary-Gen-
eral Jurgen Stock told repor-

= Pays into EU budget = Accepts free movement of people
to and from EU = Has no part in EU decision-making
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WTO panels to review U.S.
steel, aluminium tarifts
This comes after failure of talks

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
GENEVA

The World Trade Organiza-
tion agreed on Wednesday
to hear complaints from a
range of countries over new
U.S. steel and aluminium ta-
riffs, as well as complaints
from Washington over reta-
liatory duties.

The WTO’s Dispute Set-
tlement Body (DSB) agreed
to establish panels to review
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s decision to hit a
long line of countries with
tariffs of 25% on steel and
10% on aluminium.

The DSB will create sepa-
rate panels for the com-
plaints by the European Un-

ion (EU), China, Canada,
Mexico, Norway and Russia,
after the U.S. said it would
not agree to a single panel to
hear all of them.

The DSB agreed on Wed-
nesday to Washington’s re-
quest for three panels to
rule on the legality of reta-
liatory tariffs imposed by
Canada, China and the EU.

It also agreed to a U.S. call
for a panel to be created to
review “certain Chinese
measures pertaining to the
protection of intellectual
property rights.”

The decision to establish
the panels follows rounds of
failed consultations bet-
ween the parties.
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2017

ters Mr. Kim’s election was
free and transparent after
Russia said clear outside
pressure had been exerted
on the vote.

Mr. Kim was elected presi-
dent, a largely ceremonial
role, at Interpol’s annual
congress in Dubai for a two-
year term to succeed China’s
Meng Hongwei.

The presidency is typical-
ly held for four years. “The

March 29, 2017:

A 50, beginning its
_Bre)(_lt withdrawal from
timeline the EU

deal reached

agreement

meet to finalise
accord

December: U.K.

March 29: EU
Parliament
and heads of

on final deal

leave the EU

U.K. triggers Article

June 19: Launch of
EU-U.K. Brexit talks

Dec. 14-15: Interim

Nov. 25: EU leaders

Parliament to vote

government to vote

March 29: Britain to

general assembly elected Mr.
Kim from Korea as president
through a voting process
which was democratic, tran-
sparent, free and clear,” said
Mr. Stock of Germany who
heads day-to-day work at
Interpol.

The president is elected
after winning a two-thirds
majority among members in
a secret ballot, according to
Interpol's website.

But... consensus is
proving elusive

Getting the deal
approved by
Parliament is a tall
ask

What if the deal
is rejected by

Parliament?
Nov. 13: Parties reach
draft withdrawal

The government
will have up to 21
days to put forward
a new plan. This

could result in four
potential outcomes:

The U.K. leaves
with no deal

The U.K. re-
negotiates a deal

A general
election is called

A second
referendum is held

> Against the deal
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Democratic Unionist
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Labour (excluding
the rebels)

Scottish National Party
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‘Hunger may have killed
84,700 Yemen children’

Estimate based on UN data, says group

REUTERS
DUBAI/ADEN

An estimated 85,000 chil-
dren under five may have
died from extreme hunger
in Yemen since a Saudi-led
coalition intervened in the
civil war in 2015, a humani-
tarian body said on Wednes-
day, as the UN special envoy
arrived in Yemen to pursue
peace talks.

Western countries are
pressing for a ceasefire and
renewed peace efforts to
end the disastrous conflict,
which has unleashed the
world’s most urgent human-
itarian crisis with 8.4 mil-
lion people believed to be
on the verge of starvation.

Save the Children said
that according to a conser-
vative estimate based on Un-
ited Nations data, approxi-
mately 84,700 children
suffering from severe acute
malnutrition may have died
between April 2015 and Oc-
tober 2018 in the impover-
ished country, where a
Western-backed Arab al-
liance is battling the Iranian-
aligned Houthis who holds
the capital Sana’a.

The last available figure
from the United Nations for
the death toll from the con-
flict, seen as a proxy war
between Saudi Arabia and
Iran, was in 2016 and stood
at more than 10,000.

mesinghe’s front muster a
critical majority.

Apart from working with
the TNA on key manoeuvres
in the House, Mr. Dissa-
nayake sees potential for
long-term  collaboration.
“Even though we may have
some differences on certain
issues, we will be able to
work together closely in the
future, on most questions.”

Since neither party had a
“secret agenda” and both
worked based on “principles
and policies”, it was possible
to work together in a tran-
sparent way.

Observing that people in
the north and east have been
suffering the most since the
end of the war, Mr. Dissa-
nayake said: “Now we need a
united struggle by the peo-
ple of the south and north...

U.S. and European politi-
cians and Kremlin critics had
lobbied against the candida-
cy of Alexander Prokopchuk
of Russia, a police major-
general and one of Interpol’s
four vice-presidents.

“No matter... what the na-
tionality of the presidency is,
it is not affecting Interpol’s
neutrality and the indepen-
dence of our organisation,”
said Mr. Stock. Interpol’s

we work with them on the
basis of democracy and
equality. We are working for
social transformation in this
country and the Northern
Province must also be part of
that transformation. We
have a common cause and
we are committed to work-
ing together with all com-
munities.”

Common interests

In Mr. Dissanayake’s view,
neither Mr. Rajapaksa nor
Mr. Wickremesinghe worked
with the TNA “with integri-
ty”. “They exploited the TNA
and its engagement for their
own interests.”

Pointing to more things
“in common” between the
SLFP and the UNP, Mr. Dissa-
nayake noted that their “core
economic policy” was the
same.

“That is why a former
General Secretary of the
SLFP ([Sirisena] could be-
come the Presidential candi-
date in a UNP-led alliance,
that is why Ministers and
MPs are able to switch camps
so easily on a daily basis.
There is no difference in the
fundamental economic pro-
ject of these two parties.”
And that is also why the JVP
cannot directly back UNP or
Mr. Wickremesinghe, even in
the current crisis, he said. .

as Interpol chief

role is to facilitate coopera-
tion between police forces
around the world. Its charter
forbids it from involving it-
self in disputes of a political,
religious or racial nature.

Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov told reporters:
“We regret that it wasn't our
candidate, but nonetheless
there are no grounds to dis-
agree with the election
result.”

No claim yet as Kabul
blast toll rises to 55

Taliban denies responsibility for attack

REUTERS

KABUL

Afghan authorities were
struggling on Wednesday to
identify the group behind a
suicide bomb attack that
killed at least 55 people at a
gathering of religious scho-
lars in Kabul after the Tali-
ban denied any
responsibility.

The victims included reli-
gious delegates from va-
rious parts of the country,
invited by the Afghan Ulema
Council to celebrate the
birth anniversary of Prophet
Muhammed on Tuesday.

Motive unclear

Without knowing who was
behind the attack, it was un-
clear whether the aim was
to undermine President
Ashraf Ghani’s government,
or whether it was part of a
strategy to keep the pres-
sure on his government and
its Western allies while they
pursued talks with the Tali-
ban, to end the 17-year long
war.

“As of now, we don’t
know which militant outfit
could be behind the attack.
Investigations are at a preli-
minary stage,” said a senior
security official.

The council, the coun-
try’s largest religious organi-
sation, gathered scholars
from the Sunni sect, but it
was uncertain whether the
attack could have had a sec-
tarian dimension.

Though Sunni them-
selves, Taliban and Islamic
State fighters have targeted
religious scholars aligned
with the Afghan govern-
ment in the past.

This time, the Taliban
quickly denied responsibili-
ty and condemned the at-
tack on religious preachers
and scholars, but investiga-
tors in Kabul said the hard-
line Islamist group’s involve-

An Afghan injured in the
attack being taken to
a Kabul hospital. =reuters

ment cannot be ruled out.

The toll from Tuesday’s
attack could rise as most of
the 80 wounded had severe
injuries, hospital and go-
vernment officials said.

On Wednesday, two rock-
ets hit Ghazni city where the
top U.S. general leading the
NATO-led force in Afghanis-
tan, Scott Miller, was meet-
ing the provincial Governor
and senior officials at the
Governor's compound, said
Ahmad Khan Serat, a spo-
kesman for Ghazni police.

“Gen. Miller was not hurt
in the rocket attack,” Serat
said, adding that two rock-
ets fell on a money ex-
change market, about 200
m from the Governor's com-
pound in the central strateg-
ic province.

Debra Richardson, a spo-
kesperson for the NATO-led
Resolute Support mission,
said Mr. Miller was in Ghaz-
ni province for a meeting
with Afghan military leader-
ship to discuss security.

“While he was there, the
Taliban  indiscriminately
launched indirect fire but
we do not believe General
Miller was the target,” Mr.
Richardson said in a
statement.

Now, Trump thanks Saudi Arabia

‘Great that oil prices are falling. Thank you to Saudi Arabia, but let’s go lower’

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump on
Wednesday publicly thanked
Saudi Arabia for plunging oil
prices amid criticism over
his decision not to further
punish the kingdom for the
killing of U.S.-based colum-
nist Jamal Khashoggi.

Mr. Trump, who made
clear in an exclamation-filled
statement on Tuesday that
he feels that the benefits of
good relations with the king-
dom outweigh the possibili-
ty that its Crown Prince or-
dered the killing, tweeted
that it’s “Great!” that oil pric-
es are falling.

“Thank you to Saudi Ara-
bia, but let’s go lower!” he
wrote from his Mar-a-Lago
club in Palm Beach, Florida,
where he’s spending the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Friends forever: A billboard welcoming U.S. President Donald
Trump in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in May 2017. =nyt

The international crude
benchmark, Brent, has fal-
len under $65 per barrel
from a four-year high of over
$86 in early October as the
U.S., Saudi Arabia and Russia

have all stepped up output.
The President on Tuesday
condemned the brutal slay-
ing of Khashoggi inside the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul
as a “horrible crime... that

UAE sentences British academic
to life in prison on spying charges

UK. warns that the verdict will impact bilateral ties

REUTERS
ABU DHABI

A UAE court sentenced Brit-
ish academic Matthew Hedg-
es to life in prison on charg-
es of spying for the British
government on Wednesday,
his family and a state-run
newspaper said, in a move
described as deeply disap-
pointing by Prime Minister
Theresa May.

The hearing lasted less
than five minutes and his la-
wyer was not present, his fa-
mily said. “We are of course
deeply disappointed and
concerned at today’s ver-
dict,” Ms. May told Parlia-
ment.

She and Foreign Minister
Jeremy Hunt said they were
raising the case at the high-
est levels of the UAE
government.

‘Not expected’

“Today’s verdict is not what
we expect from a friend and
trusted partner of the United
Kingdom and runs contrary

British academic
Matthew Hedges. =arp

to earlier assurances,” said
Mr. Hunt. He said the han-
dling of the case by Emirati
authorities would have re-
percussions on relations bet-
ween the old allies and
urged them to reconsider
their decision.

Mr. Hedges, a 31-year-old
doctoral student at Durham
University, has been held in
the UAE since May 5, when
he was arrested at Dubai In-
ternational Airport after a
two-week research visit.

The evidence presented
against him consisted of

notes from his dissertation
research, his family said.

The hearing was closed to
the public. A court state-
ment was carried by state-
run newspaper The Nation-
al. A life sentence for a non-
Emirati entails a maximum
of 25 years in jail and is fol-
lowed by deportation, ac-
cording to the paper.

The court ruled that his
devices and research would
be confiscated, the new-
spaper reported, adding that
Mr. Hedges could appeal the
ruling within 30 days.

Mr. Hedges was made to
sign a confession statement
in Arabic that he did not un-
derstand and experienced
deterioration in both his
physical and mental health
during his detention, his fa-
mily said. The National re-
ported that he was arrested
after an Emirati man told
police he had been asking
for sensitive information
and confessed to the charges
during questioning.

Dr. UPSC Andr0|d App

our country does not con-
done.” But he rejected calls
by many in Congress, includ-
ing members of his own par-
ty, for a tougher response,
and he dismissed reports
from U.S. intelligence agen-
cies that Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman must
have at least known about
such an audacious and intri-
cate plot.

“It could very well be that
the Crown Prince had know-
ledge of this tragic event,”
the President said. “Maybe
he did and maybe he didn’t!”

In many ways, the state-
ment captured Mr. Trump’s
view of the world and fo-
reign policy, grounded in
economic necessity. It began
with the words “America
First!” followed by “The
world is a very dangerous
place!”

Trump ‘may’
attend WH
press dinner

REUTERS
U.S. President Donald
Trump said on Twitter on
Tuesday that it was a “good
first step of a dying evening
and tradition” for the
White House Correspon-
dents’ Association to fea-
ture a historian, not a co-
median, at its annual event
to be held next spring.

“So-called comedian Mi-
chelle Wolf bombed so
badly last year at the White
House correspondents din-
ner that this year, for the
first time in decades, they
will have an author instead
of a comedian,” he wrote in
a Twitter post.

“Maybe I will go?” said
Mr. Trump, who has re-
fused to attend the dinner
during his first two years in
office.

On Monday, the White
House Correspondents As-
sociation said historian
Ron Chernow had been
asked to speak on freedom
of the press at the black-tie
affair in April.
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21-11-2018 % CHANGE

Sensex 35,200 -0.77
Gold 31,950 -0.15
Brent oil 63.37 -0.53

PRICE CHANGE
Adani Ports 361.25 6.00
Asian Paints 1324.20. 17.35
Axis Bank 626.85 14.20
Bajaj Auto 2604.65.....-61.85
Bajaj Finserv. 5851.95....163.40
Bajaj Finance 2430.55 50.45
Bharti Airtel 332.70 0.75
BPCL 326.60. 3.70
Cipla 522.15 1.45
Coal India 260.95 -0.50
Dr Reddys Lab 2601.80....158.65
Eicher Motors 24216.40... -379.40
GAIL (India) 345.05 1.00
Grasim Ind 863.75...... 25.80
HCL Tech 985.15.....-23.80
HDFC 1868.15 8.65
HDFC Bank 2018.75 6.30
Hero MotoCorp 2912.05....-48.05
Hindalco 223.15 1.20
HPCL 245.95 2.70
Hind Unilever 1689.95 -4.05
Indiabulls HFL 705.35 1.25
ICICI Bank 356.75 1.15
Indusind Bank 1546.70. 11.15
Bharti Infratel 258.85 1.45
Infosys 619.10....-22.30
Indian OilCorp 141.60 2.55
ITC 281.75 2.10
JSW Steel 326.05 -2.20
Kotak Bank 1176.70. 6.75
L&T 1402.10 11.00
M&M 769.10 13.50
Maurti Suzuki 7424.50......90.55
NTPC 147.85 -1.30
ONGC 151.75 -1.35
PowerGrid Corp 182.10 -6.30
Reliance Ind 1112.90......-24.50
State Bank 287.05 3.60
Sun Pharma 532.85 7.40
Tata Motors 184.15 0.40
Tata Steel 551.40....-11.90
TCS 1812.00......-66.25
Tech Mahindra 690.65 19.05
Titan 926.55.....11.10
UltraTech Cement.....4043.80....... 67.35
UPL 779.25 20.05
Vedanta 201.90 -3.35
Wipro 314.15 7.15
YES Bank 198.15 6.05
Zee Entertainment...... 438.70 -9.40

November 21 rates in rupees with pre-
vious rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) 39.9
22 ctgold (1 g) 2960

(39.9)
(2960)

IN BRIEF

Abhijit Bose named as
WhatsApp India head
NEW DELHI

Under pressure to address
issues raised by the Centre,
WhatsApp on Wednesday
announced Abhijit Bose as its
India head. Mr. Bose, who
was co-founder and CEO of
electronic payments
company Ezetap previously,
will join early next year. He
will build WhatsApp's first
full country team outside of
California and will be based
in Gurugram, the company
said in a statement.

INTERVIEW | MATTHEW CHAMBERLAIN

US. court ruling a boost for Dr. Reddy’s

Scrip gains 5.9% after appeals court permits pharma firm to sell generic version of Indivior’s Suboxone

N. RAVI KUMAR
HYDERABAD

Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories’
shares gained nearly 6% on
Wednesday in the wake of a
U.S. court decision permit-
ting it to sell a generic ver-
sion of British drugmaker In-
divior’s opioid dependence
treatment drug Suboxone.

The decision of the United
States Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit (CAFC)
vacates the District Court’s
preliminary injunction that
prohibited Dr. Reddy’s from
selling the generic version of
Suboxone (buprenorphine
and naloxone) sublingual
film.

A statement from the Hyd-
erabad-headquartered firm
said the appeals court deci-
sion concluded that Indivior
had not shown that it is likely
to succeed on the merits of
its infringement case on US
Patent No. 9,931,305.

Following the develop-
ment, Dr. Reddy’s said it

Bitter pill: Indivior had not shown it is likely to succeed on the
merits of its case, the court concluded. =cetTy IMAGES/ISTOCK

would resume the launch ac-
tivities for the generic drug
as soon as permitted.

“We are pleased with the
decision of the appellate
court vacating the prelimin-
ary injunction that had pre-
vented Dr. Reddy’s from
bringing this important drug
to the public,” a company
spokesperson said.

Dr. Reddy’s scrip, which
had closed on Tuesday at

50% ATMs will be shut

by 2019: industry body

‘Norms affecting operational viability’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

About 1.13 lakh of the 2.38
lakh automated teller ma-
chines (ATMs) in the coun-
try will have to shut down
by 2019 as operations will
not remain viable, the Con-
federation of ATM Industry
(CATMi), the apex body of
the domestic ATM industry
said on Wednesday.

The figure includes about
one lakh off-site ATMs and a
little over 15,000 white label
ATMs. “A large number of
ATMs in non-urban loca-
tions may be shut down due
to unviability of opera-
tions,” CATMi said.

Guidelines for upgrade

The industry body said the
forced closure would be on
account of unviability of op-
erations brought about by
recent regulatory guidelines
for ATMs hardware and soft-

ware upgrades, recent man-
dates on cash management
standards, and the ‘Cassette
Swap’ method of loading
cash. If a large number of
ATMs had to stop opera-
tions, then the financial in-
clusion programme would
be severely impacted as mil-
lions of beneficiaries under
the government’s Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
scheme, who withdrew sub-
sidies through ATMs, may
find their neighbourhood
ATM shut, CATMi said.
CATMi said that its mem-
bers were already reeling
under the financial impact
caused by huge losses dur-
ing and post-demonetisa-
tion as cash supply was im-
pacted and remained
inconsistent for months.
Unless banks stepped in to
bear the additional cost of
compliance, ATMs would
have to shut down, it added.

%2450.25 apiece, opened at
32,605 on Wednesday to
quickly touch ¥2,651.50, or
8.21%. It ended the day at
%2,594.75 each, an increase
of 5.90%.

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration  (USFDA),
had in June, approved Dr.
Reddy’s Buprenorphine and
Naloxone Sublingual Film, in
four strengths, for sale in the
U.S. market. The product

EC flags
India norms
on data
localisation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

Flagging issues such as da-
ta localisation “restric-
tions” and elevated import
duties, the European Com-
mission on Wednesday
said it would work towards
comprehensive and ba-
lanced agreements with In-
dia to boost economic ties.

In April, the RBI had gi-
ven 6 months to global pay-
ment firms to store tran-
saction data of Indian
customers within India.

Greater market access
for EU firms will require re-
moving obstacles and pre-
venting the emergence of
new tariff or non-tariff bar-
riers, said the joint com-
munication adopted by the
EC and the high represen-
tative of the Union for Fo-
reign Affairs and Security
Policy in Brussels.

We are interested in having a
warehouse in India: LME CEO

‘Fantastic that India is experimenting with commodities traded nowhere else’

ASHISH RUKHAIYAR

India is an important mar-
ket for the London Metal Ex-
change (LME), as Indian
bourses are dependent on
the global exchange for com-
modity prices. CEO Mat-
thew Chamberlain, ho-
wever, is interested in
increasing LME’s presence in
the country by establishing a
warehouse as India and Chi-
na are the only two major
economies in the world with-
out an LME warehouse. Ex-
cerpts from an interview:

LME has warehouses across
the globe. But, you still do
not have a presence in two
major markets — India and
China.

m I think in India it is really
about the logistics. Certain-
ly, LME is interested and we
need to make sure our In-
dian partners are interested
as well. We don’t want to do
it if it is not what the Indian
market wants. Since it is
about logistics, LME ware-
houses are generally in Free
Trade Zones where they are
set up with a particular tax
treatment. We will have to
look at how that would work
but yes, we have warehouses
all around the world; There
is no reason why it couldn’t
happen in India as well.

It is often said that
commodity markets are
more about speculation as
there is hardly any physical
delivery.

m Even on the LME, fewer
than 1% of contracts go to de-
livery and that’s the case for
most global commodities fu-

tures markets. I don’t think
the right metric is what pro-
portion of business goes to
delivery. The right metric
should be ‘Is delivery keep-
ing the price in line?’ You on-
ly need marginal trades to go
to delivery to make sure that
your pricing is right.
c The metric for
futures markets is

whether delivery
helps keep the price
in line
So you don’t think that more
trades should result in
delivery?
m Physical players, who are
hedging their supply con-
tracts, don’t want delivery
because they have a physical
supply contract. The ex-
change is only providing a fi-
nancial hedging contract.

The client will close the fi-
nancial hedging contract as
he does not want the deliv-
ery through the exchange.
The delivery has to be ac-
cording to the commercial
contract. S

So, ironically, even physi-
cal users do not want deliv-
ery because they are only
hedging a physical delivery
that is taking place on boats
or whatever it might be. So I
think it is the wrong metric
to think about the propor-
tion going to delivery. That is
not, in my view, a good way
to measure the success of
the contract.

How do you see Indian
exchanges experimenting
with commodities like
diamond and brass that are
traded nowhere else? Can

wyww:dailyreader24:com

India help set the price in
such commodities?

m It is a fantastic initiative. If
there are commodities
where India is the natural
home, for example brass,
then I think it is absolutely
right to develop contracts
that are the global pricing
setters. That is a great exam-
ple of where regional price
makes total sense.

LME earns licensing fee from
Indian exchanges that use
your prices. But, what
happens if the Indian
regulator insists on delivery
since that would lead to the
end price being pooled from
Indian prices?
m Our licensing model is if
people use our global price
to settle contracts, then we
do ask for licensing fees.
Clearly, there is an alter-
native model where-
by exchanges have
their own deliv-
erable  con-
tracts and
create  their
own prices.

Then, ob-
viously they
wouldn’t pay
licensing fees
because it is not
an LME price any
more. Anybody is
welcome to create
their own physi-
cally sepa-
rate

contract but I would just
note that because our global
price is used by the physical
industry, people generally
like to settle contracts at the
LME price.

But, if the regulator wants
exchanges to move towards
delivery, you might lose your
edge.

m That is a potential out-
come. But I think it is also
important to note that there
are a number of models that
could be considered. For ex-
ample, could we have a
physical settlement model
that actually discovers the
Indian premium like the in-
cremental Indian price over
the global LME price.

It would create a very
strong Indian price but
would still be linked to the

LME global price that

the physical

market have in

their con-

tracts. So 1

don’t think

it is as cut

and dry

like you

either use

the LME

price or you

have a physi-
cal price.
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was launched immediately
after approval, but sales and
commercialisation activities
were halted as a result of a
court-imposed temporary
restraining order (TRO)
against Dr. Reddy’s.

The TRO did not include a
prohibition on commercial
manufacturing of the pro-
duct, the company said.

A statement from Indivior
said in the absence of a preli-
minary injunction, the com-
pany assumed DRL would
resume launch of its generic
buprenorphine/naloxone
sublingual film product in
the U.S.

Following the ruling va-
cating the preliminary in-

329,088-cr. indirect
tax evasion detected

Service tax dodgers formed the bulk

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

The investigation arm of the
Finance Ministry has detect-
ed tax evasion worth
329,088 crore in 1,835 cases
in the April-October period
of the current financial year,
a senior official said
Wednesday.

571 cases in GST
Of this, the Directorate Gen-
eral of GST Intelligence
(DGGI), which is enforce-
ment agency for checking
indirect tax evasion, has de-
tected evasion of goods and
services tax (GST) worth
34,562 crore in 571 cases.
However, the bulk of the
evasion was detected in case
of service tax. The total
number of cases where ser-
vice tax was evaded stood at
1,145 involving 322,973
crore. In case of central ex-
cise duty, the DGGI detected

New norms
may gross up
firms’ assets,
liabilities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The top 75 listed compa-
nies are likely to cumula-
tively recognise additional
assets and liabilities worth
over <1 lakh crore in their
balance sheets once new
accounting norms related
to leasing are implement-
ed, says a report.

Leading consultancy EY
has analysed the possible
impact of Indian Account-
ing Standard (Ind AS) 116
mainly on the top 100 com-
panies listed on the BSE.
Ind AS 116 will replace Ind
AS 17 from accounting pe-
riods starting April 1, 2019.

Sectors to be impacted
The accounting standard is
likely to have a significant
impact on airline, retail
and telecom sectors.

“Balance sheets of top 75
Indian companies may be
grossed up by over
%1,00,000 crore on transi-
tioning to new leasing stan-
dard Ind AS 116,” EY said in
a release. The annual re-
ports of top 100 BSE com-
panies, based on their mar-
ket capitalisation, along
with certain additional sec-
tor specific entities were
analysed.

EY noted that the objec-
tive was to understand the
impact of Ind AS 116 on key
financial metrics, includ-
ing lease expense, interest
cost, depreciation ex-
pense, earnings before in-
terest, depreciation and
tax (EBIDTA).

The analysis highlighted
that most of the companies
across sectors are expected
to have a significant impact
on calculations related to
property, plant and equip-
ment and liabilities.

Goes both ways
A4 A

FPIs cut stake, DIIs raise stake
ICICI Bank, Axis Bank

A v

FPIs raise stake, DlIs cut stake

Indraprastha Gas, GAIL and
Petronet LNG

junction, Dr. Reddy’s had
filed a motion requesting the
appeals court to either issue
the mandate immediately or
alternatively stay the injunc-
tion pending issuance of the
mandate.

‘Will pursue cases’
Indivior CEO Shaun Thaxter
said: “We will continue to vi-
gorously pursue our infrin-
gement cases against DRL to
protect our Suboxone film
patent portfolio, including
filing a petition with the
CAFC for both panel rehear-
ing and rehearing en banc of
the ruling vacating the preli-
minary injunction, as well as
opposing DRL’s motion to
immediately issue a man-
date or stay the current PI
until the mandate is issued.”
In the event of the generic
version entering the market
in 2018, the result would
most likely be a rapid and
material loss of market share
for Suboxone, Indivior said.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
: MUMBAI

: The second quarter of the
¢ current financial year saw
¢ various instances of domes-
© tic and foreign portfolio in-
: vestors (FPIs) taking con-
. trarian bets on sectors such
¢ as banking, automobiles,
¢ gas distribution and phar-
© maceutical, among others.

: While FPIs reduced their
: bet on large-cap private
¢ banks such as Yes Bank, ICI-
© CI Bank, Axis Bank and
i HDFC Bank, domestic insti-
© tutional investors (DIIs) in-
¢ creased exposure in majors
¢ such as ICICI Bank, Axis
¢ Bank and State Bank of In-
: dia, according to a report by
. Edelweiss Securities.

: Further, companies such
¢ as Cipla, Vedanta, Jindal
. Steel & Power, TVS Motor
i Company, Britannia Indus-
© tries, Yes Bank, ICICI Bank,
¢ Axis Bank and Hindustan
i Zinc, among others, also
: saw significant change in the
© institutional holding during
: the second quarter with ma-
{ ny witnessing contrarian
: stance by FPIs and DIIs.

¢ The three-month period
: between July and Septem-
: ber saw FPIs selling Indian
. shares worth $1 billion even
© as domestic equity schemes
: registered robust flows.

i “Unrelenting flows into
¢ domestic equity schemes
¢ [approximately $3.98 billion
¢ in July-September quarter]
© resulted into strong buying
¢ by mutual funds in secon-
¢ dary market during this pe-
: riod. However, FII flows
¢ continued to be soft with

=GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

119 cases, where tax evaded
was worth 1,553 crore.
“DGGI officers have de-
tected total indirect tax eva-
sion of ¥29,088 crore during
April-October,” the official
said. On recovery of the
evaded taxes, the official
said that a total amount of
35,427 crore was realised
during the seven-month pe-
riod till October. These, he
added, included recovery
from previous cases and
those detected during the
current financial year.

AN

FPIs, DIls raise stake
AU Small Finance Bank
Hexaware Technologies
Tejas Networks
L&T Infotech

VvV

FPIs, DlIs cut stake

South Indian Bank
Jaiprakash Associates
L
DishTv

FPIs, DIls opt for
contra bets in Q2

‘PSBs, pharma will see higher interest’

net selling of $1 billion in the
aforesaid quarter,” stated
the report by the domestic
brokerage entity.

ICICI Bank and Yes Bank
saw FPI holding fall by 118
basis points (bps) and 300
bps respectively, while the
former saw DII stake go up
by 174 bps in the second
quarter.

Patterns seen gas firms
Another sector where the
contrarian stance of FPIs
and DIIs was clearly visible
was gas distribution. FPIs
raised their stake in Indra-
prastha Gas and GAIL by 103
bps and 132 bps, while Pe-
tronet LNG saw the foreign
holding go up by 82 bps.

But, DIIs reduced their
stake in Indraprastha Gas
and GAIL by 56 bps and 115
bps, respectively. Similarly,
Petronet LNG saw a dip of
16bps in the DII stake.

Interestingly, firms such
as AU Small Finance Bank,
Hexaware Technologies, Te-
jas Networks and L&T Info-
tech, Mahanagar Gas saw a
rise in the holding of both,
FPIs and DIIs in the Septem-
ber quarter. South Indian
Bank, Jaiprakash Associates,
Balrampur Chini Mills and
Dish TV India registered a
dip in the FPI and DII stake
in the second quarter.

The coming quarters
could see institutional inves-
tors shifting from retail-fo-
cused lenders to corporate
lenders while allocating
higher funds towards public
sector banks and pharma-
ceuticals, said Edelweiss.
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IN BRIEF

ONGC gas production
hits all-time high

NEW DELHI

State-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corp.'s (ONGC) natural
gas production has hit an
all-time high of about 70
million standard cubic
meters per day (mmscmd) as
it doubles up efforts to raise
domestic output to curb
imports, sources privy to the
development said. ONGC
produced about 64 mmscmd
of gas in November last year
and this year the output is
close to touching 70
mmscmd, they added. pmi

Rajesh Exports bags
T¥933-crore UAE order
NEW DELHI

Rajesh Exports, the world's
largest gold refiner, on
Wednesday said it had
procured an order worth
%933 crore from the UAE.
The order will be executed by
March 2019, the company
said in a regulatory filing.
The Bengaluru-based firm
has its refineries located in
Uttarakhand and at Balerna
in Switzerland. It has a
capacity to refine 2,400
tonnes of gold per annum.
The company processes 35%
of gold produced in world.

Panasonic eyes ¥140 cr.
from bluetooth trackers
NEW DELHI

Japanese technology giant
Panasonic said it expected to
clock sales to the tune of
%140 crore in the next one
year from its bluetooth-
based trackers that have
been conceptualised and
designed by its team in India.
The company, which
launched two versions

of its tracker ‘Seekit' priced
%1,299 onwards, will start
selling the devices online
from the first week of
December. p1i

Yes Bank promoters vet to close ranks

Co-promoter Madhu Kapur has not got any proposal from MD & CEO Rana Kapoor, say sources

MANOJIT SAHA

MUMBAI

Even as efforts are under
way to resolve disputes
among the Yes Bank promo-
ters — Rana Kapoor and Mad-
hu Kapur & family, Madhu
Kapur is yet to receive any
formal proposal from Mr. Ka-
poor, it is learnt.

Sources indicated that the
Madhu Kapur family had al-
so not been consulted in the
process for selecting the next
MD & CEO

Mr. Kapoor, sources said,
approached Ms. Kapur’s fa-
mily about three weeks ago
for a resolution. However,
things had not moved
further.

“As a significant sharehol-
der and a promoter, Madhu
Kapur family wants their
rights to be honoured and
maintained, which are there

No truce: Madhu Kapur family has not been consulted in the
process for selecting the MD & CEO, say sources. =REuTERs

in the article of association.
They have informed Mr. Ka-
poor of their position, when
approached. But since then,
nothing has moved. Madhu
Kapur & family has not re-
ceived any concrete propo-
sal so far,” said a source. Ra-
na Kapoor holds 10.64%

Lodha Group chief

tops Hurun rich list
His total wealth stands at 27,150 crore

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI
Mangal Prabhat Lodha, who
helms real estate company
Lodha Group, has topped
the Grohe Hurun India Real
Estate Rich list 2018 with a
total wealth of 327,150 crore.

Mr. Lodha, 62, a real es-
tate tycoon-turned-politi-
cian, is the BJP MLA from
Mumbai’s Malabar Hill. His
firm is building the Trump
Tower in Mumbai in part-
nership with U.S. President
Donald Trump’s company
Trump Organization.

Thirty-five real estate
czars from Mumbai are
among the top 100 in the
list.

Jitendra Virwani (52) of
Embassy from Bengaluru
has secured the number two

slot with a total wealth of
323,160 crore, followed by
Rajiv Singh (59) of DLF with
a total wealth of 17,690
crore.

In this year’s report, the
total wealth of top 100 In-
dians in the real estate sec-
tor stood at ¥2,36,610 crore
($32.7 billion), an increase
of 27% from 2017. The top
100 have a total debt of T1.25
lakh crore.

Renuka Talwar of DLF is
featured as the richest
among eight more women
in this list. As per the list,
78% of the top-100 rich real
estate magnates are from
Mumbai, New Delhi and
Bengaluru. 59% of the
names featured on the list
are first-generation
entrepreneurs.

stake in the bank. Madhu Ka-
pur & family have 9.27%.

“It is being reported by
the MD & CEO Rana Kapoor
that efforts are under way for
mutual resolution with Ms.
Madhu Kapur & family, the
co-promoter of the bank.
This is intended to ensure

Ducati rolls
out Panigale
V4 Rin India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Italian super-bike maker
Ducati on Wednesday
launched Panigale V4 R in
India priced at ¥51.87 lakh
(ex-showroom). The new
model would be limited to
just five units in India and
bookings were open across
all Ducati dealerships in
the country, Ducati said.
For bookings made be-
fore November 30, deliver-
ies will begin in the early
2019. For all bookings post
November, deliveries will
begin in the second quar-
ter. Powered by a 998-cc
engine, the bike features a
race-grade  suspension
with mechanical adjust-
ment and an aluminium
swingarm with an adjusta-
ble four-position axle.

better support and coordina-
tion by the 2 promoter-
groups with the board of di-
rectors of the bank,” Yes
Bank said in a filing with the
exchanges on Tuesday.

The tussle broke out five
years ago, when the Kapur
family had alleged that their
rights were denied and
moved the Bombay High
Court. The Kapur family had
always maintained that the
article of association allowed
them to nominate three di-
rectors jointly, nominate ex-
ecutive directors and also al-
lowed them to give
recommendations for ma-
naging director and chair-
man. “These are all joint
rights,” the source clarified.

The search & selection
committee and the nomina-
tion & remuneration com-
mittee will meet on Decem-

ber 12 to discuss the final
shortlist for new MD & CEO
appointment. The search for
new MD & CEO was started
after the Reserve Bank of In-
dia declined to extend Mr.
Kapoor’s term beyond Janu-
ary 31, though the board had
endorsed a three- year exten-
sion till August 2021.

The resolution efforts
come at a time when the len-
der is fighting a series of
board-level  resignations.
Ashok Chawla - a former bu-
reaucrat and the current
chairman of the NSE - re-
signed from the post of non-
executive chairman last
week. Mr Chawla has been
named in the CBI chargesh-
eet in the Aircel-Maxis case.
There were more board le-
vels resignations since then
— Basant Gujarathi and Ren-
tala Chandrashekhar.
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IKEA cuts 7,500 jobs
globally; India spared

Company to focus on e-com platform

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

Ingka Group (Ingka Holding
B.V and its controlled enti-
ties), which owns and oper-
ates IKEA stores and fulfil-
ment centres, has
announced plans to cut
7,500 jobs globally out of its
total workforce of 160,000
in 30 markets. However, In-
dia, which is a new market,
will not be impacted, the
company has clarified.

“So many jobs will be-
come redundant because
the company is developing
city centre formats and fo-
cusing on its e-commerce
platform, to better meet the
needs of its customers and
be more convenient and af-
fordable to many more peo-
ple,” it said.

The jobs will be from ad-

Grundfos Pumps to invest
X125 crore in third plant

Fast-track approval will decide location, says Ranganath

N. ANAND
CHENNAI

The Indian subsidiary of
Denmark-based Grundfos
will set up its third pump
production unit by 2020. It
is seeking to set it up in a
State that would offer appro-
vals on fast track.

“If you want to have a
plant in place by 2020, then
we have to start the work by
2019,” said Ranganath N.K.,
managing director, Grund-
fos Pumps India Pvt. Ltd.
“Our board has cleared an
investment of 3125 crore.”

Even though several
States had invited Grundfos,
Mr. Ranganath said it was
‘natural tendency’ to esta-
blish the unit in Tamil Nadu

Ranganath N.K.

as it possessed 15 acres of
land near Chennai. Howev-
er, it has sought clarity on
the policy and system fronts.

“It takes a long time to get
approvals in Tamil Nadu. It
is quite tardy. We were able
to get approvals in Gujarat.

We will be meeting the top
Tamil Nadu officials soon in
this regard,” he said.

Next year, the company
plans to invest 25 crore to-
wards a preliminary study
for the new plant and other
related activities.

“The new unit will have
manufacturing capacity
which is twice that of the
Thoraipakkam unit in Chen-
nai, along with a technical
and design centre. It will de-
sign products for India.

“If we set up a unit in
Chennai, then Thoraipak-
kam will be converted into a
warehouse. In other States,
we will not acquire land, but
will go in for a long lease,”
Mr. Ranganath said.

ministrative and human re-
sources departments.

Jesper Brodin, CEO, Ingka
Group, said: “We recognise
that the retail landscape is
transforming at a scale and
pace we’ve never seen be-
fore. As customer beha-
viours change rapidly, we
are investing and develop-
ing our business to meet
their needs in better and
newer ways.”

Binani turns
UltraTech
subsidiary

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI

The board of UltraTech Ce-
ment, at its meeting held
on Monday, approved Ul-
traTech’s proposal to con-
vert Binani Cement Limit-
ed (BCL) into a
wholly-owned subsidiary
of UltraTech from Tuesday.
This further consolidates
UltraTech’s position as the
third-largest cement player
globally (barring China),
even as the company conti-
nues to be the biggest in
India.

A resolution plan for Bi-
nani Cement submitted by
UltraTech was approved
earlier by the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal and the decision
was upheld by the Su-
preme Court.
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Australia brings cheer to the locals

India falls short by four runs in a rain-affected opening T20I encounter

OZ CHALLENGE

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BRISBANE

Australia edged India by four
runs for a nerve-wracking
win in their opening Twen-
ty20 International here on
Wednesday, despite Shikhar
Dhawan’s gallant 76, giving
the host a huge confidence
boost after a run of poor
results.

With a rain-marred match
in Brisbane reduced to 17 ov-
ers, the visitor was set 174 to
win under the Duckworth-
Lewis-Stern system after the
host made 158 for four,
Glenn Maxwell top-scoring
with 46.

India needed 13 off the last
over from Marcus Stoinis,
but in a desperate bid to get
the runs, it lost two wickets
to fall short.

Off to a flier

Dhawan started positively
smashing two boundaries off
Jason Behrendorff’s opening
over.

Behrendorft got the scalp
of Rohit Sharma for seven,
but there was no stopping
Dhawan who hit 16 off one
over to bring up his ninth
T20 50 off just 28 balls.

K.L. Rahul made 13 before
he was cleverly stumped by

Going ballistic! Glenn Maxwell, who boosted Australia's total with some big shots, lines up to hit one of his four sixes. =arp

Alex Carey, bringing Kohli to
the crease to a huge roar
from the big Indian
contingent.

But he didn’t last long, go-
ing for four with Chris Lynn
taking a catch at third man

off Adam Zampa. And Dha-
wan wasn’t far behind,
caught on the boundary
ropes attempting an upper
cut off Billy Stanlake’s bow-
ling.

It left Rishabh Pant and Di-

nesh Karthik (30, 13b, 4x4,
1x6), needing to score 78
runs off 36 balls.

They whittled it down to
set up a nail-biting finish be-
fore succumbing to the
pressure.

SCOREBOARD AUSTRALIA VS INDIA, 1ST T20I

Australia: D'Arcy Short c
Kuldeep b Khaleel 7 (12b, 1x4),
Aaron Finch c Khaleel b Kuldeep
27 (24b, 3x4), Chris Lynnc & b
Kuldeep 37 (20b, 1x4, 4x6),
Glenn Maxwell ¢ Bhuvneshwar
b Bumrah 46 (24b, 4x6), Mar-
cus Stoinis (not out) 33 (79b,
3x4, 1x6), Ben McDermott (not
out) 2 (3b); Extras (b-1, w-5): 6;
Total (for four wkts. in 17
overs): 158.

Fall of wickets: 1-24 (Short, 4.1

overs), 2-64 (Finch, 8.3), 3-75
(Lynn, 10.1), 4-153 (Maxwell,
16.2).

India bowling: Bhuvneshwar 3-
0-15-0, Bumrah 3-0-21-1,
Khaleel 3-0-42-1, Kuldeep 4-0-
24-2, Krunal 4-0-55-0.

India (target 174 in 17 overs):
Rohit Sharma c Finch b Behren-
dorff 7 (8b), Shikhar Dhawan c
Behrendorff b Stanlake 76 (42b,
10x4, 2x6), K.L. Rahul st. Carey
b Zampa 13 (12b, 1x4), Virat

Kohli c Lynn b Zampa 4 (8b),
Rishabh Pant ¢ Behrendorff b
Tye 20 (16b, 1x4, 1x6), Dinesh
Karthik c Behrendorff b Stoinis
30 (13b, 4x4, 1x6), Krunal
Pandya ¢ Maxwell b Stoinis 2
(4b), Bhuvneshwar Kumar (not
out) 1(7b), Kuldeep Yadav (not
out) 4 (1b, 1x4); Extras (lb-3,
nb-2, w-7): 12; Total (for seven
wkts. in 17 overs): 169.

Fall of wickets: 1-35 (Rohit, 4.1
overs), 2-81 (Rahul, 8.2), 3-94

India looks for revenge

English seamers Shrubsole and Sciver will be the threat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NORTH SOUND (ANTIGUA)

India will be looking to erase
the memories of a heart-
breaking World Cup final de-
feat last year when it takes
on England in the semifinals
of the ICC women’s World
T20 on Friday.

England edged out India
by nine runs in an exciting fi-
nal of the 50-over global
meet in England.

India beat two formidable
teams in this
tournament in
its group -
New Zealand
and Australia
— while main-
taining an all-

win record at the league
stage. However, England,
the reigning ODI world
champion, is a quality side
in the shortest format.

Skipper =~ Harmanpreet
Kaur’s performance will be
the key to India’s success as
she is a big-match player.
Harmanpreet leads the run
chart with 167 runs from
four games while Smriti
Mandhana, with 144 runs, is

On a high: The Women in Blue won all their group matches in

convincing fashion. =courtesyicc

éémiﬁnal schedule

B West Indies vs Australia,
1.30 a.m. (Friday)

B |ndia vs England, 5.30
a.m. (Friday)

fourth. Against England, In-
dia will have its senior-most
player Mithali Raj back in the
side after being rested for
the final group game.

Under new coach Ramesh
Powar, India’s strategy of
playing only one pace bow-
ler has worked wonders as
the spinners have contribut-
ed in a big way.

For England, the focus
will be more on its seam at-
tack comprising Anya
Shrubsole (seven wickets)
and Natalie Sciver (four).
The two have restricted Ban-
gladesh and South Africa to
under 100 runs.

(Kohli, 10.5), 4-105 (Dhawan,

11.4), 5-156 (Pant, 15.3), 6-163

(Krunal, 16.3), 7-163 (Karthik,

16.4).

Australia bowling: Behrendorff

4-0-43-1, Stanlake 3-0-27-1,

Tye 3-0-47-1, Zampa 4-0-22-2,

Stoinis 3-0-27-2.

Toss: India.

Man-of-the-match: Zampa.
Australia won by four runs

(D/L method) to take 1-0 lead in

three-match series.

Stat attack

8/2 In run chases, India
has won all eight
times when Dinesh Karthik
has remained unbeaten,
while it has lost twice when

he has been dismissed

It was the first defeat

for India in a run chase
in nine T20lIs, the last being
against New Zealand at
Rajkot in November 2017

31 Kuldeep Yadav has
the most number of

wickets in T20Is after 15
matches, bettering Ajanta
Mendis' 29

64 Shikhar Dhawan
now has the most
number of T20I runs in a
calendar year overtaking
Virat Kohli's 641in 2016

Pant’s dismissal was the
turning point, feels Kohli

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BRISBANE

Rishabh Pant’s dismissal in
the  penultimate  over
“changed things”, according
to India skipper Virat Kohli.

India looked on course
with Pant and Dinesh Kar-
thik adding 51 runs in 3.5 ov-
ers before the burly keeper-
batsman was dismissed try-
ing to play a cheeky shot off
Andrew Tye.

“It was a close game, ex-
citing one for the crowd to
watch and for the players as
well, was a see-saw battle.
We started well with the bat,
fumbled in the middle overs,
in the end we thought we’ll
win with Pant and Karthik
but it changed again with
Pant’s dismissal,” said Kohli
after the narrow loss on
Wednesday.

Kohli lauded opener Shik-
har Dhawan’s power-packed
76 after a prolonged lean
patch that started in En-
gland and continued till the
second last match of the
home series against West
Indies.

“He’s a very strong player
at the top of the order. He
hasn’t got a T20 hundred
yet, but the way he plays it
really benefits the team.
That’s how it goes in the
game. What we can do is
learn from them and get
back better,” the skipper
said.

Kohli felt the closely-
placed remaining two games
on November 23 and 25
could be a good thing for the
team as it won’t be fretting
over the loss for a long time.

Australian T20 captain
Aaron Finch said: “Thought
the boys played really well,
especially in the middle ov-
ers with the bat.”

Power-packed: Shikhar Dhawan's aggressive knock, albeit in a
losing cause, came in for praise from skipper Virat Kohli. =arp

Wade should get a
look-in: Bailey

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BRISBANE

Former Australia captain
George Bailey feels in-form
Matthew Wade must be in
the mix when Australia se-
lect its playing XI for the
opening Test of the four-
match series against India.

The 30-year-old Wade has
scored 412 runs at an aver-
age of 82.4 to lie third in the
list of Sheffield Shield run-
scorers. “I can’t speak highly
enough of the way he’s going
about his cricket,” Bailey
was quotedin the Sydney
Morning Herald.

Harassment charges: Johri cleared, opinion divided

CoA chairman Rai says the BCCI CEO can resume work while Edulji feels he should resign

G. VISWANATH
PUNE

BCCI CEO Rahul Johri, who
faced allegations of sexual
harassment and was on
forced leave for the last three
weeks, should be allowed to
resume work, Vinod Rai,
chairman of the Committee
of Administrators (CoA) said
on Wednesday.

However, CoA member
Diana Edulji’s opinion dif-
fered from Rai’s and she
stuck to her stand that Johri
should resign.

The report submitted by
the independent committee,
comprising Justice Rakesh
Sharma (Retd.), former Delhi
Commission for Women
chairperson Barkha Singh
and lawyer-activist Veena
Gowda, said: “The complai-
nants have failed to provide
their cases as set up by them
and we are of the opinion
that Johri has not abused his
powers.

“The allegations of sexual
harassment in the office or
elsewhere are false, baseless
and have been fabricated
and manufactured with an

Finally, FC Pune City manages to register a win

Jamshedpur FC suffers its first loss and remains in fourth spot

NANDAKUMAR MARAR
PUNE

Playing for the first time after
former captain Emilano Alfa-
ro was loaned out (to ATK),
FC Pune City created numer-
ous chances in a display of
flowing, attacking football
and took the lead through a
Diego Carlos stunner.

Jamshedpur FC (JFC) opt-
ed for a controlled game, us-
ing numbers in midfield, and
equalised via Sumeet Passi.

Matthew Mills nodded in
the match-winner off a flag-
kick during the closing mi-
nutes to steal a much-needed
2-1 win for the struggling
home team in the Indian
Super League.

The first win for the sea-
son moved Pune from the
bottom, while JFC, after its
first loss, stays fourth in the
table.

Goalkeepers Subrata Paul

and Kamaljit Singh (Pune)
had an outstanding game un-
der the bar at the Balewadi
Stadium, but were helpless
during the three times the
ball went in.

Spectacular strikes
Two stunning goals lit up a
pulsating first half.

In the fifth minute, Pune’s
Brazilian striker Diego, back
after serving out an extend-
ed suspension, carried the
ball from almost the half-line
and swerved on approaching
the box. JFC defenders clos-
ing down were thrown off-
balance and before Subrata
could focus on the next
move, Diego slotted the ball
low into the left corner.

The equaliser in the 10th
minute was like a set-piece
move executed to perfec-
tion.

Carlos Calvo on the left
flank near the goal-line at-
tempted to centre with his

www:dailyreader24:com

Homing in: FC Pune City's Diego Carlos, right, closes in on the

target. =sportzriCs/IsL

right foot. Pune defenders
moved in anticipation and
were fooled by the dummy
act from the player who coo-
ly tapped behind, turned

and floated the ball with his
left. Passi anticipating the
pass headed home.

The two goalkeepers were
also tested at different occa-

Rahul Johri. =FiLe PHOTO

ulterior motive to harm him
and throw him out of BCCI as
indicated in some communi-
cations, and reactions ex-
pressed in the e-mails, state-
ments in the press.

Innocent
“There has to be a balancing
of the rights just as the com-
plainant women have a
right, the respondent CEO al-
so has a right and in these
circumstances and facts of
the case, we are not ready to
hold him guilty of the charg-
es. He appears to be inno-
cent.

“In our opinion, it would

sions. Marcelinho’s powerful
left-footed try from the edge
of the box forced Subrata in-
to a leaping stylish save,
while Kamaljit stretched to
his right to keep out a superb
first-time left-footer from
Passi.

Ian Hume remained on
the bench in the first half, as
the home team opted to give
Indian strikers Ashique and
Robin the chance to forage
for goals in tandem with Mar-
celinho.

Hume came on as substi-
tute for Robin in the second
half.

Passi played as the lone

striker for the visitors with
five mid-fielders trying to set
up chances for the India in-
ternational. Michael Soosai-
raj was introduced in the
closing stages by JFC.
The result: FC Pune City 2 (Die-
go Carlos 5, Matthew Mills 86)
bt Jamshedpur FC 1 (Sumeet
Passi 10).

be premature, unjust and
unfair to recommend any ac-
tion against Johri on the ba-
sis of material placed before
us.

“In our considered opi-
nion he may be allowed to
function as CEO of BCCI as
before. No adverse action
need to be taken against Ra-
hul Johri, CEO, BCCI, on the
basis of these mischievous,
false, fabricated, unsubstan-
tiated complaints, e-mails,
tweets, etc. on social media,”
said the report.

Moots counselling
Gowda, who is also an exter-
nal member of the BCCI’s in-
ternal committee for sexual
harassment, however, ques-
tioned the probity of the top
professional manager of the
BCCI, saying: “The conduct
of Rahul Johri at Birming-
ham, as a CEO of an institu-
tion such as BCCI, is unpro-
fessional and inappropriate
which would adversely affect
its reputation.”

Gowda, who agreed that
she had not found him guil-
ty, made some serious re-

commendations in the mat-
ter.

“In view of his conduct at
Birmingham as well as keep-
ing in mind the allegations
made by Ms. X, and his con-
duct before this Committee
with respect to the photo-
graphs submitted, it is essen-
tial that Johri undergo some
form of gender sensitivity
counselling/training.”

Edulji’s opinion

Alluding to Gowda’s recom-
mendation, Edulji expressed
the view that the report of
the committee is actually a
split 2-1 verdict and Johri

“Toughest period’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI
Rahul Johri, who
resumed office on
Wednesday, described
the last six weeks as the
“toughest period” of his
life.

“Iresumed office today

should be asked to resign
with immediate effect.

Reacting to the decision, a
former senior functionary of
the BCCI said: “Is this not
good enough? Ms. Gowda’s
remarks are scathing. She
has talked about the BCCI
reputation being adversely
affected.”

A point of view expressed
by the BCCI officials is:
“Edulji has the same right as
Rai. The Supreme Court has
not given executive powers
to Rai alone. There is a clear
divide: Rai wants Johri to res-
ume duties and Edulji wants
him to go.”

[Wednesday] and all my
colleagues have been
warm and welcoming. It
has been a tough one and
half months for me and
my family.

“I wish no one has to
go through what I have
gone through,” said Johri.

Narwals take the spotlight

Patna Pirates has it easy against Tamil Thalaivas

PKL

AMOL KARHADKAR
AHMEDABAD

The Narwals, captain Par-
deep and raider Deepak,
were in the limelight for Pat-
na Pirates as it rolled over
Tamil Thalaivas in their Pro-
Kabaddi League match here
on Wednesday. Thanks to
the two Narwals sharing
more than half of Pirates’
points, the second-placed
team in Zone B closed in on
pool leader Bengaluru Bulls
with a 45-27 win.

Having overcome Telugu
Titans the previous evening,
Thalaivas must have hoped
to continue in the same vein
but such was Pirates’ charge,
not once did Thalaivas stay
ahead in the points tally.

Early lead

It took Pirates just six mi-
nutes to enforce the first all-
out and open up a 10-1 lead.

Take that: Pardeep Narwal, left, had a lot of successful

forays. = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Thalaivas then had its best
passage with captain Ajay
Thakur leading the charge
and forcing the Pirates to be
all out and close the gap to
14-11.

At the break, the Patna
boys enjoyed a three-point
advantage but Thalaivas in-
ched closer soon after the in-
terval to trail by a solitary
point in the second minute.
However, the Narwal & Nar-

Dr. UPSC Android App

wal show soon resumed to
help Pirates run away to an
18-point win.

The results: Zone B: Patna Pi-
rates 45 (Pardeep Narwal 13,
Deepak Narwal 10, Manjeet 8)
bt Tamil Thalaivas 27 (Ajay Tha-
kur 8, Manjeet Chhillar 5).

Zone A: Gujarat Fortunegiants
39 (K. Prapanjan 10, Sachin
Tanwar 7, Parvesh Bhainswal 6)
bt U Mumba 35 (Siddharth De-
sai 13, Rohit Baliyan 6).
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Ravi Teja cracks maiden century

Gets adequate support from Chama Milind as the two help Hyderabad pile up 460 against Delhi

TV PICKS

NBA: Sony Ten 1 (SD & HD),
6.30 a.m.

Ranji Trophy: Star Sports 2
(SD & HD), 9 a.m.

Bangladesh vs. West In-
dies: SS Select 2 (SD & HD), 9

a.m.
Women's World boxing: SS
Select 1 (SD & HD) & DD
Sports, 4 p.m.

ISL: Star Sports 1 (SD & HD),
7.30 p.m.

PKL: Star Sports 2 (SD & HD),
8 p.m.

ICC Women's World T20:
Star Sports 1 (SD & HD), 1.30
a.m. (Friday).

IN BRIEF

Wasim Jaffer's milestone
NAGPUR

Veteran First Class cricketer
Wasim Jaffer became the first
Indian batsman to touch the
11,000-run mark in the Ranji
Trophy. The Vidharbha
batsman achieved the
milestone during the third-
round match against Baroda
here on Wednesday. The
batsman scored 153 in the
first innings of the ongoing
match. He had made his First
Class debut in 1996-97.
Jaffer also has a total of
18,275 runs to his credit in

the overall First Class career.
ANI

Anderson out of

final Sri Lanka Test
COLOMBO

England fast bowler James
Anderson said on Wednesday
that he has been left out of
the final Test against Sri
Lanka to give match practice
to fellow paceman Stuart
Broad. “Yes, I'm not playing
this game, Broady's going,”
Anderson said ahead of the
dead-rubber final Test of the
three-match series when the
visitor will be gunning for a
3-0 whitewash. “The thinking
is that with the series sewn
up it's an opportunity to
rotate.” arp

Tvesa gets off to

a fine start

LUCKNOW

Tvesa Malik got off to a fine
start with an even par 70 in
the first round of the Hero
Women's Pro Golf Tour on
Wednesday. Tvesa shot two
birdies against two bogeys at
the Palms Golf Club and
Resort. She is now one shot
ahead of second-placed
Smriti Mehra, who had a fine

front ni ne with one-under 33.
PTI

V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM
HYDERABAD

T. Ravi Teja cracked a mai-
den century in Ranji Trophy
and strung together a 133-
run stand with Chama Milind
for the eighth wicket to help
Hyderabad score 460 in the
first innings on the second
day of the Group B match at
Rajiv Gandhi Stadium here
on Wednesday.

In reply, Delhi was 21 for
no loss at close of play.

Earlier, in the morning
session, Hyderabad was
rocked by a lively spell from
left-arm pacer Kulwant Khej-
roliya, who combined pace
and accuracy from pavilion
end, to strike three quick
blows.

First, Khejroliya cleaned
up the well-set Tanmay Agar-
wal with one that swung
back and kept trifle low, then
had wicketkeeper-batsman
Kolla Sumanth snicking to
slip cordon and soon
trapped the dangerous-look-
ing B. Sandeep lbw on the
backfoot shuffle.

At the other end, pacer Si-
marjit Singh dismissed Ta-
nay Tyagarajan (1) cheaply to
leave Hyderabad in a spot of
bother at 265 for seven.

Perfect blend
Then, the two left-handers —
Ravi Teja (115 not out, 206b,
9x4, 1x6) and Chama Milind
(58,127b, 8x4 1x6) — came up
with a perfect blend of cau-
tion and aggression.

Ravi Teja reached his mai-
den Ranji century in his fifth

Rearguard action: Ravi Teja's unbeaten century came at a time when Hyderabad was in a spot of bother. =k.v.s.ciri

match when he stepped out
and lofted left-arm spinner
Vikas Mishra over his head to
the fence.

The partnership ended
the only way it looked likely
with Milind run-out thanks
to a perfect throw from the
deep by Khejroliya.

Hyderabad extended Del-
hi’s agony till 25 minutes be-

fore scheduled close of play.
The scores:

Hyderabad — 1st innings: Tan-
may Agarwal b Khejroliya 120,
P. Akshath Reddy c Gaurav b Vi-
kas 15, K. Rohit Rayudu c Shorey
b Vikas 10, Himalay Agarwal ¢
Ranjan b Gaurav 66, B. Sandeep
lbw b Khejroliya 41, K. Sumanth
c Shorey b Khejroliya 2, T. Ravi
Teja (not out) 115, Tanay Thyag-

All eyes on India’s ‘fantastic four’

Mary, Sonia, Simranjit and Lovlina eye golds

WORLD BOXING

Y.B. SARANGI
NEW DELHI

The legendary M.C. Mary
Kom and three other debu-
tants will make their semifi-
nal appearance in the World
women’s boxing champion-
ships at the Indira Gandhi
Stadium Complex here over
the next two days.

Interestingly, the four
have the same objective —
win the next two bouts and
secure gold medals.

While Sonia  Chahal
(57kg), Simranjit Kaur (64kg)
and Lovlina Borgohain
(69kg) will aim to bag their
maiden World titles, five-
time champion Mary (48kg),
who has already entered re-
cord books as the most suc-
cessful woman boxer in the
event with seven medals,
will be keen to achieve a un-
ique status by claiming her
sixth Worlds crown.

Mary and Lovlina will take
the ring on Thursday whe-
reas Sonia and Simranjit will
compete on Friday.

Mary meets Hyang Mi Kim
again. Nevertheless, the 35-
year-old, who had defeated
her younger rival in the final
of the Asian championships
last year, will have to be care-
ful against the North Korean,

Close contest in the offing: Mary Kom will have to be careful
against North Korea's Hyang Mi Kim. =sHIv KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

who may have revenge on
her mind.

‘Prepared’

“She (Hyang) could be com-
ing with some plans against
me because I had beaten her
last year. But I am prepared
for it,” said Mary.

The big-hearted Lovlina
has come good against some
of the best in the business
and will be eager to display
her worth when she faces
World’s bronze medallist
Nien-Chin Chen.

Another North Korean,
Asian Games silver medallist
Son Hwa Jo, who beat the ac-

complished Sonia Lather in
the Asiad this year, will chal-
lenge Sonia.

Simranjit, a former World
youth medal winner, has set
up a semifinal clash with
Asian championships medal-
list Dan Duo of China.

Simranjit’s  ability to
punch above her weight will
help her in another testing
situation.

India is the second most
successful nation in this
event in terms of number of
medals.

China tops the list with
five of its boxers making it to
the semifinals.

arajan c Gaurav b Simarjeet 1,
Chama Milind run out (Khejroli-
ya) 58, Mehdi Hasan c Himmat
b Gaurav 14, M. Ravi Kiran b
Gaurav 0. Extras: (b-5, lb-7,
w-6) 18. Total: (in 170.3 overs)
460.

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-52, 3-
187, 4-255, 5-259, 6-260, 7-
265, 8-398, 9-444.

Delhi bowling: Khejroliya 27-7-
64-3, Gaurav 22.3-7-50-3, Si-

marjeet 29-6-94-1, Vikas 49-6-
107-2, Lalit 26-2-72-0, Rana 11-
1-34-0, Dalal 1-0-9-0, Shorey
5-0-18-0.

Delhi — 1st innings: Sartak Ran-
jan (batting) 6, Hiten Dalal
(batting) 14. Extras: (nb-1) 1.
Total: (for no loss in seven ov-
ers) 21.

Hyderabad bowling: Ravi Kiran
3-0-12-0, Milind 3-0-9-0,
Thyagarajan 1-1-0-0.

RANJI TROPHY SCORES, DAY 2

Elite: Group A: At Raipur: Ch-
hattisgarh 300 in 108 overs
(Harpreet Singh Bhatia 79,
Amandeep Khare 54, Vishal
Singh Kushwah 52, Karan
Thakur four for 98, Manjeet
Chaudhary four for 85) vs. Rail-
ways 132 for four in 52 overs
(Pratham Singh 56 batting).

At Nadiad: Gujarat 324 in 103.5
overs (Manprit Juneja 66, Rujul
Bhatt 41, Dhruv Raval 63, Roosh
Kalaria 91 n.o., Chetan
Sakariya five for 83) vs.
Saurashtra 221 for three

in 70 overs (Harvik Desai

79 batting, Snell Patel

62).

At Belagavi: Karnataka

400 in 129.4 overs
(Kaunain Abbas 64, K.V.
Siddharth 161, Shreyas
Gopal 48, Shivam Dube

seven for 53) vs. Mum-

bai 99 for two in 36.5 overs (Jay
Bista 69 batting).

At Nagpur: Vidarbha 529 for six
decl. in 164 overs (Faiz Fazal
151, Wasim Jaffer 153, Ganesh
Satish 56, Akshay Wadkar 102
n.o0.) vs. Baroda 41 for no loss in
14 overs.

Group B: At Kolkata: Bengal
147 & 5 for one in 2.2 overs vs.
Kerala 291 in 83 overs (Jalaj
Saxena 143, Ishan Porel four for
69).

At Ongole: Andhra 216 in 89.5
overs (Jyothi Sai Krishna 58,
Girinath Reddy 86 n.o., M. Mo-
hammed four for 70) vs. Tamil
Nadu 122 for three in 50 overs.
At Hyderabad: 460 in 170.3
overs (Tanmay Agarwal 120, Hi-
malay Agarwal 66, T. Ravi Teja
115 n.o., C.V. Milind 58) vs.
Delhi 21 for no loss in 7 overs.
At Indore: Punjab 293 in 84.4
overs (Jiwanjot Singh 124, Gur-
keerat Singh Mann 66, Ab-
hishek Sharma 41, Kuldeep Sen
five for 62, Avesh Khan four for
77) vs. Madhya Pradesh 184 for
two in 76 overs (Rajat Patidar
63 batting, Naman Ojha 46
batting).

Group C: At Guwahati: Assam

Prajnesh makes the quarterfinals

Sasi Kumar rallies to win; Arjun Kadhe makes his exit

PUNE CHALLENGER

G. VISWANATH
PUNE

An excellent year embel-
lished with a handful of title
wins has made Prajnesh
Gunneswaran take on oppo-
nents with a confident de-
portment.

In a scrap between left-
handers, Prajnesh brushed
aside the challenge posed by
Germany’s Lucas Grech,
winning 6-1, 6-3 in under an
hour, in the pre-quarterfi-
nals of the $50000 MSLTA-
KPIT Challenger here on
Wednesday.

Local boy Arjun Kadhe
competed hard in the first
set against Canada’s Brayden
Schnur, but once he lost it,
there were only diminishing
returns for the Indian in the
second.

The match against a tough
opponent demanded display
of fitness, skill and execution
of winners for two hours,
but Kadhe could not take the
contest to a level and Schnur
was able to take control.

Turnaround

The story of the third day
was a remarkable turna-
round in form fashioned by
Sasi Kumar Mukund against
the higher-ranked No. 6 seed

Staying alive: Sasi Kumar Mukund bounced back to make the

last eight. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

Jay Clarke of Great Britain.
Ranked 18l1st in the world,
the 20-year-old Clarke fired
heavy-duty serves and hit

the ball hard and deep to

take the first set.
Undeterred, Sasi Kumar

made a do-or-die effort in

121 & 60 for four in 23 overs vs.
Odisha 240 in 85.2 overs
(Anurag Sarangi 77, Biplab
Samantaray 61, Ranjeet Mali six
for 80).
At Ranchi: Rajasthan 100 & 127
for four in 55 overs (Robin Bist
45) vs. Jharkhand 152 in 58.1
overs (Ishank Jaggi 79, Tanvir
Mashart Ul-Hag six for 42).
At Lahli: Haryana 276 in 88
overs (Nitin Saini 64, Himanshu
Rana 86, Prashant
Vashist 42, Krishna
Das six for 75) vs.
Goa177in79.1 overs
(Sagun Kamat 68,
Poonish Mehta four
for 21).
At Srinagar: Tripura
124 & 11 for no loss
in 4 overs vs.
Jammu & Kashmir
442 in 121 overs
(Ahmad Omar Banday 136,
Shubham Khajuria 52, Irfan
Pathan 85, Aamir Aziz 48,
Waseem Raza 45, Harmeet
Singh five for 91).
At New Delhi: Services 260 in
92.2 overs (Devender Lohchab
75, Ankit Rajpoot four for 74,
Shivam Mavi four for 44) vs. Ut-
tar Pradesh 265 for five in 85
overs (Priyam Garg 88, Aksh-
deep Nath 56, Suresh Raina 41).
Plate: At Shillong: Meghalaya
389 in 110.2 overs (Raj Raju
Biswa 111, Yogesh Nagar 166,
Pawan Suyal five for 96) vs.
Nagaland 106 in 46.3 overs
(Gurinder Singh four for 37) &
31 for no loss in 10 overs.
At Jorhat: Mizoram 219 & 34
for no loss in 13 overs vs. Ma-
nipur 319 in 87 overs (Yashpal
Singh 156 n.o., Prafullomani
Singh 51).
At Bhubaneswar: Uttarakhand
582 for nine decl. in 163 overs
(Saurabh Rawat 220, Rajat Bha-
tia 121, Vaibhav Bhatt 152 n.o.,
Ishwar Chaudhary four for 105)
vs. Sikkim 49 for three in 20
overs.
At Puducherry: Pud ucherry vs.
Bihar. No play.

the second set; he hit the ball
hard, long and on either
flanks to win big points and
the set.

Mukund showed an im-
provement in his service
games in the third set and
led 4-1 when Clarke walked
up to the chair umpire to an-
nounce his retirement from
the match. Trailing 1-2, the
Briton had taken medical
treatment from a physio.

When asked about his co-
meback, Mukund said: “It
shows how much I have to
improve in order to close out
matches.

“I am learning. For my le-
vel, I played a very good
quality of tennis. I had to
step it up in the second as he
was getting solid from the
back”

The results (pre-quarter-fi-
nals): Prajnesh Gunneswaran bt
Lucas Grech (Ger) 6-1,6-3; Sasi
Kumar Mukund bt Jay Clarke
(GBr) 5-7, 6-4, 4-1 (retd); Bray-
den Schnur (Can) bt Arjun
Kadhe 7-5, 6-2; Silva Frederico
Ferreira (Por) bt Nicola Kuhn
(Spain) 7-5,7-5; Albot Radu
(Mdv) bt Maverick Banes (Aus)
6-3,6-1; Sebastian Fanselow
(Ger) bt Max Purcell (Aus) 6-
2,6-1; Elias Ymer (Swe) bt Da-
niel Masur (Ger) 6-3,7-6 (4);
Alexsandr Nedovyesov (Kaz) bt
Ben Patael (Isr) 7-5,6-4.
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B ACROSS

8 Game snow leopard prowled,
sparing wandering wardens
4)

9 Greek character's programme
in Karnataka (5)

10 Russian in Tel Aviv answered
4)

11 Stirring, two kiss endlessly ...
that's one way to get up (3,3)

wyww:dailyreader24icom

12 Ninth cog is broken — results
in making marks on wood (8)

13 Son captures vehicle with
Royal Air Force unit (8)

15 A pal is confused about animal
(6)

17 Why late? Worried? That's rich!
7)

19 Wants of French fathers (7)

22 Finally dark, dark part of the
day for titled man (6)

24 Order cattle head (8)

26 Croon about monarch and a
parliamentarian trying to cut
expenses (8)

28 See! Copper has manuscript
backups (6)

30 Against soldier at beginning of
insurgency (4)

31 Modem merchant stores
foodgrain (5)

32 Sub-machine gun returned in
practice areas (4)
®m DOWN
1 Castle bird (4)

2 Number of people entering
Foreign Office with book
before autumn in the U.S. (8)

(set by Incognito)

3 Lance Naik finally ends up in
drain (6)

4 1 to 27-4, for example? (7)

5 Carry witch before
commencement of Easter in
old place (8)

6 Live — | hear — and do
marketing for church
functionary (6)

7 Father, wife and last son —
what they might do at uncle's
place? (4)

14 27's 29? Question English Earl
first! (5)

16 Revolutionary is chased by
paramilitary force? It's just a
war game (5)

18 Dedicated telephone
connections arranged in
hotels (8)

20 Bar gets zero money? Not
quilty! (8)

21 Badly need to cover magazine
returned for final stage of
competition (7)

23 Good scope for plan (6)

25 Everyone at old place initially
exuded attraction (6)

27 Family girl gets the Crown,
perhaps (4)

29 Couple's friend (4)

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12477
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Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku

FAITH

Tulsi saved his life

Srimad Bhagavatam says that it is far better to use tulsi
leaves than sandal paste for worship of Lord Narayana, said
P.T. Seshadri in a discourse. There is a story in the Narada
Purana that brings out the greatness of tulsi. In a village,
there lived a Brahmin called Madhava. He had never done
any good deeds in his life or observed any rituals. He had
some lands, which he cultivated. Everyday, he brought grass
for his cows when he returned home.

One evening, he accidentally cut some tulsi leaves along
with the grass. He was destined to die that evening and a
snake came slithering towards him to bite him and end his
life at the predetermined time. But it could not bite him be-
cause he had tulsi leaves in his hand. The man picked up the
bundle of grass, together with the tulsi leaves, and placed
the bundle on his head and went home. The snake hid itself
in the bundle, hoping to bite him when he laid it down. Near
Madhava’s house lived Madhusudana, a very pious man.
Through his powers, he realised that there was a snake in
Madhava’s grass bundle. He could even see the Yamadhutas
shadowing Madhava to take away his life the moment he was
bitten by the snake. Madhusudana asked the Yamadhutas
how to save Madhava’s life. The Yamadhutas replied, “We
know that you do tulsi puja every day. If you transfer to Mad-
hava the benefits of your tulsi puja for today, then he can be
saved.” Madhusudana then transferred that day’s merits to
Madhava and the latter’s life was spared. Madhusudana then
told Madhava what had happened and urged him to do tulsi
puja every day. From then on, Madhava too did tulsi puja ev-
ery day. Nrisimha Purana says that while bilva leaves, darb-
ha grass and tulsi are ideal for worshipping Lord Narayana,

tulsi is the best.
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Prannoy falls; Saina cruises

Kashyap has it easy while mixed doubles champs Pranav and Sikki crash out

Easy opener: Saina Nehwal was hardly troubled by Kate Foo Kune on Wednesday. =RraJEev BHATT

Anjum picks up
her fourth gold

NATL. SHOOTING

A. VINOD
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Anjum Moudgil finished her
campaign in the 62nd Na-
tional shooting champion-
ships on a high, winning a
fourth gold medal by top-
ping the field in the wo-
men’s 50m rifle prone event
here on Wednesday.

The 24-year-old from
Punjab went through her
detail to finish with 619.1
points, with scores of 103.4,
104.7, 103.0, 103.3, 102.8
and 101.9, after six rounds of
competition which had 173
shooters in the fray.

Statemate Chahat Deep
Kaur (617.6) collared silver
ahead of the seasoned Tejas-
wini R. Sawant of Maharash-
tra (617.1). Punjab also the
took the team gold with
1846.2 points, leaving Rail-

ways (1841.0) and Haryana
(1837.9) in its wake.

There was no stopping
Haryana’s Shirin Godara
from dominating the juniors
category which she won
with a total of 616.7 points.
Mounika Saddi (Telengana)
took silver with 610.5 and
Kinoor Konar (Bengal) the
bronze with 610.2.

Haryana won the team

gold with a winning total of
1834.7, ahead of Tamil Nadu
(1818.0) and Punjab (1813.2).
The results: 50m rifle prone:
Women: 1. Anjum Moudgil
(Pun) 619.1 points, 2. Chahat
Deep Kaur (Pun) 617.6, 3. Te-
jaswini R. Sawant (Mah) 617.1.
Team: 1. Punjab 1846.2, 2. Rail-
ways 1841.0, 3. Haryana
1837.9.
Juniors: 1. Shirin Godara (Har)
616.7, 2 Mounika Saddi (TS)
610.5, 3. Kinoor Konar (Ben)
610.2. Team: 1. Haryana
1834.7, 2. Tamil Nadu 1818.0,
3. Punjab 1813.2.

Prithviraj still ahead

NATL. SHOTGUN

SPORTS BUREAU
JAIPUR

Prithviraj Tondaiman sus-
tained his good work and
stayed in the lead with 99 out
0f100 after four rounds in the
men’s trap event of the 62nd
National shotgun champion-

Games silver medallist Laksh-
ay Sheoran on 96. Former
World champion Manavjit
Singh Sandhu and former Na-
tional champion Anirudh
Singh, along with Ronald
Kamlunlal Tungdim had 95.
One more round will be shot
on Thursday to decide the
top-six from among 169 shoo-
ters for the final.

SYED MODI SUPER 300

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW
It was a mixed day for In-
dians in the Syed Modi World
Tour Super 300 badminton
here on Wednesday. While
Saina Nehwal and P. Kashyap
notched up easy wins in the
singles section it was cur-
tains for second seed H.S.
Prannoy as he went down to
Chico Aura Dwi Wardoyo of
Indonesia 21-14, 21-7 in 33 mi-
nutes.

Also crashing out in the
opening round were mixed
doubles defending cham-

pions Pranaav Chopra and N.
Sikki Reddy. The top seeds
lost 21-14, 21-11 to China’s Ren
Xiangyu and Zhou Chaomin
in just 31 minutes.

Second seed Saina, who
has won here thrice in the
past, thrashed Mauritius’
Kate Foo Kune 21-10, 21-10 in
the women’s singles, while
former Commonwealth
Games champion Kashyap
disposed of Thailand’s Ta-
nongsak Saensomboonsuk
21-14, 21-12 in a one-sided
men’s singles match.

Saina to meet Amolika
Saina will face compatriot
Amolika Singh Sisodiya next,

Denim claws back from the brink

cuwaHATE: Denim Yadav
bounced back from the
brink of defeat to beat Ishan
Sethi 3-6, 7-5, 6-3 in the boys’
quarterfinals of the ITF
grade-5 junior tennis tour-
nament on Wednesday.
Aryaan Bhatia and top
seed Krish Patel were the
other Indians to make the
semifinals. Krish had en-
dured a tough outing in the

earlier round against quali-
fier Igbal Mohd. Khan when
he prevailed 3-6, 7-6(6), 6-3.
In the girls’ section, se-
cond seed Sharannya Ga-
ware was the only Indian to
reach the semifinals as she
fought her way past Sarah
Dev after losing the first set.
The results (quarterfinals):
Boys: Krish Patel bt Uddayvir
Singh 6-2, 6-1; Sanjith Devineni

Rakesh-Chhatwal

duo in final

SPORTS BUREAU
PATTAYA

Rakesh Kohli and A.J.S.
Chhatwal of the United
States defeated Hakan Gus-
tafsson and Lennart Lof of
Sweden 0-6, 6-4, [10-3] in
the semifinals of the over-60
section in the ITF grade-1 se-
niors’ tennis tournament on
Wednesday.

The second-seeded Indo-
American pair had earlier
beaten Bob Charlton of Bri-
tain and Michael Dunn of
Australia 6-1, 5-7, [10-8] in

the quarterfinals.

“These results will help
me get back into the top-75
in the world just one year af-
ter my meniscus surgery,”
said Rakesh, the chairman
of Stag International.

The results: ITF grade-1 Se-
niors: Over-60 doubles (semi-
finals): A.J.S. Chhatwal (US) &
Rakesh Kohli bt Hakan Gustafs-
son & Lennart LLof (Swe) 0-6,
6-4, [10-3]; Quarterfinals:
Chhatwal & Rakesh bt Bob
Charlton (GBr) & Michael Dunn
(Aus) 6-1, 5-7, [10-8].

(US) bt Deepender Grewal 7-6
(6), 6-3.

Denim Yadav bt Ishan Sethi

3-6, 7-5, 6-3; Aryaan Bhatia bt
Dhruv Tangri 6-4, 6-2.
Girls: Lanlana Tararudee (Tha)
bt Kaavya Sawhney 6-4, 7-5;
Aanya Goel (US) bt Bhakti Par-
wani 6-2, 6-0.

Evelina Kontareva (Rus) bt
Sandeepti Singh Rao 6-2, 6-4;
Sharannya Gaware bt Sarah
Dev 5-7, 6-4, 6-2.

Abid does it
for Aligarh

aLicara: Abid Ali scored
two goals to help host Ali-
garh Muslim University
beat Guru Nanak Dev Un-
iversity (Amritsar) in the fi-
nal league phase of the
North Zone inter-universi-
ty hockey.

The results (final league):
AMU 2 (Abid Ali 2) bt Guru
Nanak (Amritsar) O.

Punjabi (Patiala) 5 (Suraj
Kumar 2, Gurmehakdeep
Singh, Lovejeet Singh, Jas-
winder Singh) bt Punjab
(Chandigarh) 4 (Harpreet
Singh 3, Deepak Kumar).

while Kashyap will meet In-
donesia’s Firman Abdul
Kholik.

Former Singapore Open
champion B Sai Praneeth al-
so crossed the men’s singles
opening hurdle, beating Rus-
sia’s Sergey Sirant 21-12, 21-
10. He will square off against
Shesar Hiren Rhustavito of
Indonesia.

Subhankar advances
Subhankar Dey, who had
claimed his maiden title at
the SaarLorLux Open, beat
Sweden’s Felix Burestedt 21-
15, 21-13 to set up a clash with
Lu Guangzu of China.
Former national cham-

pion Rituparna Das, seeded
eighth, saw off Russia’s Nata-
lia Perminvova 21-19, 18-21, 21-
10 and will face compatriot
Shruti Mundada.

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Ashwini Ponnappa,
seeded sixth, notched up a
21-10, 21-10 win over compa-
triots Krishna Prasad Garaga
and Rutaparna Panda in the
mixed doubles opening
round.

Among others, Prashi
Joshi, Saili Rane, Riya Moo-
kerjee, Shreyanshi Pardeshi,
Reshma Karthik and Sai Utte-
jitha Rao Chukka also made it
to the women’s singles se-
cond round.

Australian Open

wild card

playoff

from Nov. 27

Prajnesh Gunneswaran figures
as the No. 1in the entry list

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Prajnesh Gunneswaran fi-
gures as the No. 1 in the en-
try list for the Australian
Open Asia-Pacific wild card
playoft to be staged in Zhu-
hai, China, from November
27 to December 2.

He is followed by Hiroki
Moriya, Lee Duckhee, Soon-
woo Kwon, Ze Zhang, Zhe
Li, Tsung-hua Yang and Yun-
seong Chung in the main
draw acceptance list.

Four wild cards, to be de-
cided between Tennis Aus-
tralia and Chinese Tennis
Association, will join the
eight.

Qualifying event

There will be a qualifying
event preceding the playoff
which will have Sumit Nagal
and Saketh Myneni, along

with Kaichi Uchida and Ren-
ta Tokuda of Japan, in the
fray. The qualifying stage
will also have four wild
cards. Arjun Kadhe is se-
cond in the waiting list for
the qualifying event behind
Di Wu of China who has won
the Australian Open wild
card twice.

Pranjala, the lone
Indian woman
Among the women, Y. Pran-
jala is the lone Indian to se-
cure an entry into the wild
card playoff, along with a
bunch of Chinese, Japanese,
Korean and Thai players.
Arjun Kadhe, Saketh My-
neni and Vishnu Vardhan
find a place in the accep-
tance list for doubles. Mann
Shah is the No.1 player, and
the only Indian, in the boys’
list.

Promotion
for Sweden

REUTERS

STOCKHOLM

Sweden’s Victor Lindelof
and Marcus Berg secured a
2-0 win over Russia on
Tuesday and promotion
from Nations League B
Group 2 thanks to a better
head-to-head record than
the visitors.

Both teams finished on

seven points but a score-
less draw in Russia and
Tuesday’s win in Stock-
holm propelled the Swedes
into the top tier as group
winners.
The results: League A: Group
3: Portugal 1 (An. Silva 34)
drew with Poland 1 (Milik 66-
pen). League B: Group 2:
Sweden 2 (Lindelof 41, Berg
72) bt Russia 0.

Bhuvana
advances

SPORTS BUREAU
MONASTIR (TUNISIA)

Bhuvana Kalva defeated
Maria Titova of Russia 6-3,
6-3 to make it to the pre-
quarterfinals  of  the
$15,000 ITF women’s ten-
nis tournament here on
Wednesday.

Shergill
scores Six

New peLHI: Simran Shergill
smashed six goals as Jindal
Panther/Garcha Lions beat
Palermo Polo 11-5 in a
league match of the Yes
Bank Indian Masters polo
tournament at the Jaipur
Polo ground on Wednes-
day.

The results (league): So-
na Polo 6 (Gerardo Mazzini 4,
Abhimanyu Pathak, Sawai
Padmanabh Singh) bt Rajni-
gandha Achievers 5 (Gaurav
Sahgal 4, Matthew Perry).

Jindal Panther-Garcha
Lions 11 (Simran Shergill 6,
Raul Lapacette 3, Satinder
Garcha, Naveen lJindal) bt Pa-
lermo Polo 5 (Dhruvpal Goda-
ra 3, Dhananjay Singh 2).
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KERALA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD

(DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE, GOVT. OF KERALA)
‘.—:‘3. Head Office : Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram-14,
LE LY (Telephone No. 0471-2945600, FAX No. 0471-2945647),
E-mail : edrugs@kmscl.kerala.gov.in,
website : www.kmscl.kerala.gov.in, CIN No. U24233KL2007SGC021616

E- TENDER NOTICE

Online bids are invited from manufacturers/direct importers / loan
licensees on behalf of Department of Health, Govt of Kerala for the
procurement of following categories of drugs / supplies for the year

Date :21.11.2018

STEP

Standardised Test of English Proficiency

St

THE HINDU GROUP

ship on Wednesday. In the junior event, Laksh- 2019-20. from THE HINDU GROUP
Prit_hViraj’ WhO. dropped ?y Shoraq led V_Vith 96, follow- SL Tender No. and Date Category No. of Items
one bird in the third round, ing four identical rounds of .
was followed by Zoravar 24, one point ahead of Ro- 1. gmsgtu;ﬁ?%” &IIRC/2018/ Drugs 402
Singh Sandhu and Asian  nald Kamlunlal Tungdim.
5 | KMSCL/IDRGED/III-VIIVRC/2018/ | Consumables & 154
*1 015 dt. 21.11.18 Surgical Items
3. | KMSCL/IDRGED/ACD/RC/2018/ | Anti Cancer 73
BHARAT DYNAMICS LIMITED 1] 016 dt. 211118 Drugs
(A Government of India Enterprise) KMSCL/DRGED/SPL/RC/2018/ )
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 41017 dt.21.11.18 Specialty Drugs 191
GACHIBOWLI, HYDERABAD-500 032. KMSCL/DRGED/RCC/RC/2018/
Ref : BDL/CC/0T/GT/020/2018-19 Dt: 22-11-2018| || 5 | 018 dt. 21.11.18 ACD-RCC 140

e-PROCUREMENT ABRIDGED TENDER NOTICE

Pre-tender meeting will be conducted at 10.30 am at Mascot Hotel

WITH AN

Inviting Indigenous Competitive Bidding on 30.11.18. The last date and time of online uploading of tenders
SI.No. | Tender ID Description Estimated Amount will be 19.12.2018, 5.00 pm. The date and time of opening of
Constructi f P Technical bid will be 26.12.2018, 11.00 am. Tenders shall be
Er?gisnggl?elt?guildin% Includirr(leg; downloaded and submitted online through the e-tender portal
b . 904.13 .etenders.kerala.gov.in.
1 60600 |Allied Services for Stores www.etenders.kerala.gov.in
at  BDL,  Kanchanbagh, Lakhs (Sd/-) MANAGING DIRECTOR (Tender Inviting Authority)
Hyderabad
Please visit website hitps://bditenders.abeprocure.com for further ' OM BOI
[}

details. Bids should be submitted online only.
“Corrigendum if any shall be issued through our e-portal only and not

n Newspapers”. Dy. General Manager (Corp. Comml.)

A Government of Kerala Undertaking
Walayar Post, Palakkad-678624, Kerala.

E-mail : materials@malabarcements.com /
bulkmcl@gmail.com
TENDER NOTICE

"Flat 60% OFF,
|2

Visit www.etenders.kerala.gov.in for Online Submission of Bids for:

«Rate contract for plant shutdown job — Providing refractory re-lining work in
Kiln cooler and pre-heater

«Collection & Transportation of Dry Fly Ash from MTPS to Walayar and Cement
Grinding Unit, Cherthala

«Hiring of buses for Malabar Cements Ltd.

«Construction of retaining wall at back side of Mines Canteen

«Supply of Drive Shaft Assy, Dust Collector Fan Silo Top

Visit www.malabarcements.com for submission of tender for regular Engineering

items & Services. Sd/-

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Boost your English in just 40 days
with the power of an extensive online course
and 8 Coach calls from expert trainers.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, PWD, RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR
No.ACE/WB/RRSMP/2018-19/D-3176 Dated: 6-11-2018
Short Term NIT No.10/NCS/RRSMP/2018-2019

On behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan, online tenders in prescribed format, are
invited through e-procurement process for Data Collection of state road network
and connecting it up to required format for Road Asset Management System
under Rajasthan Road Sector Modernization Project (World Bank Funded) from
the Bidders registered in PWD Rajasthan. All the details relevant to the tender
can be seen on concerned website http://dipr.rajasthan.gov.in, http://pwd.ra-
jasthan.gov.in, http://[pmgsytendersraj.gov.in, sppp.rajasthan.gov.in.

‘ N
& STEP

- COACH

Non-registered bidders can also participate in the bidding. However, the suc- 1 E
cessful bidder must apply for registration in appropriate class with appropriate at J ust kS
authorities with a view to obtained the registration before signing the contract. =
Total Amount of Tenders Rs.800.00 Lac * é
Online Bid Document Download Date From Monday 12 November, 2018, 3-00 P.M. to _ﬁggg_ =l
and Time Tuesday 27 November, 2018, upto 3-00 P.M. g
Date and time of Pre-bid Meeting From Monday 19 November 2018, 11-00 A.M. g
Online Bid Submission Date and Time Tuesday 27 November 2018, at 3-00 P.M. =
Online Bid Opening Date Thursday 29 November 2018, at 4-00 P.M.
Interested Bidders should be registered on website http://[pmgsytendersraj.
gov.in through their Digital Signature. Use coupon code: SCOACH60
(Anil Nepaliya)

UBN - PWD 1819 SLOB 15721 Chief Engineer (PMGSY) . e .
DIPRIC/13981 PLD. Rejasthan Jaipur Visit: step.thehindu.com/stepathoncoach
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IN BRIEF

Zuckerberg says he is not
considering resigning
WASHINGTON

Embattled Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg said on
Tuesday he has no plans to
resign, sounding defiant after
a rough year for the social
platform. “That's not the
plan,” he told a business
channel.. He also defended
Facebook chief operating
officer Sheryl Sandberg, who
has drawn criticism over her
handling of the Facebook's
recent crises. arp

Fish genes may help
repair damaged hearts
LONDON

Scientists have identified a
gene behind the Mexican
tetra fish's ability to repair its
damaged heart, an advance
that may hold clues for future
treatments in humans.
Researchers at the University
of Oxford found that the tetra
fish living in the rivers of
Northern Mexico have the
ability to repair their heart
tissue. et

Mother's weight
influences child's BMI
LONDON

Besides genetic factors,
mother's weight can directly
influence a child's body mass
index (BMI) in adolescence,
finds a new study. The study
found that adolescents whose
mothers do not stay
physically active are likely to
become overweight. ians

Sufyan Malik’s 45-second video finds receptive new audiences for the fading soul of the region’s folk music

PEERZADA ASHIQ

SRINAGAR

A 19-year-old Srinagar boy,
enabled by social media
platforms, is infusing new
life into what is considered
the soul of Kashmir’s folk
music — the rabab, a long-
necked lute.

Sufyan Malik’s 45-second
video, shot on a mobile
phone against the backdrop
of the heavy snowfall wit-
nessed on November 3, has
stormed the Internet, with
over four lakh views and
counting.

“I came for a short vaca-
tion to Kashmir. As my pa-
rents left home in the morn-
ing, my friend and I decided
to shoot the video with
snowfall as the backdrop. In-
itially, I played it for my

friends in Pune, to show
them snow. To my surprise,
the tune of a local song, ‘Ja-
naat-e-Kashmir’, on the ra-
bab, became an instant rage
on Internet,” Mr. Malik, a
student of engineering at
Pune’s MIT College, told The
Hindu.

Multiple takes
Mr. Malik shot the video 18
times because the zero tem-
perature in the open was be-
numbing his hands. . “There
was no electricity to warm
my hands. I had to match the
speed. It was hard to play
three beats down and one
beat up. Finally, we did it,”
said Mr. Malik, a resident of
Srinagar’s Nowshera area.
The effort paid off as the
video attracted 1.54 lakh

Snow play: Sufyan Malik making music on his rabab. =twiTter

views on Twitter in just a
couple of days, with more
views on Facebook and In-
stagram in the weeks that
followed. From politicians
like National Conference’s
(NC) Nasir Sogami to activist

Shehla Rashid Shora, the
young player earned plau-
dits from across the spec-
trum in the Valley and out-
side.

“Snow and the rabab
probably reflect our identity.

A virtual climate summit
to cut carbon footprint

The event will be the first global political meeting to be held online

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MAJURO

World leaders will partici-
pate in an innovative climate
change summit on Thursday
that will take place entirely
online so it is carbon
neutral.

The eco-friendly event
stands in stark contrast to
many other international
political summits, which in-
volve thousands of delegates
jetting across the world to a
venue where they stay in air-
conditioned comfort.

The Virtual Climate Sum-
mit is the brainchild of Mar-
shall Islands President Hilda
Heine, whose low-lying Pac-
ific island nation will drown
beneath rising seas if global

6 kg of plastic found in

dead whale’s stomach
Includes 115 plastic cups & 25 plastic bags

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JAKARTA

A sperm whale has been
found dead in Indonesia
with 115 plastic cups and 25
plastic bags in its stomach,
raising concern among envi-
ronmentalists and throwing
the spotlight on the coun-
try’s rubbish problem.

The items were part of
nearly 6 kg of plastic waste
discovered in the 31-foot car-
cass when it washed ashore
in Wakatobi National Park,
in Southeast Sulawesi pro-
vince, on Monday.

Other debris included flip
flops and ripped tarpaulins,
the head of Wakatobi tou-
rism, La Ode Saleh Hanan,

Indonesia is the world's
second biggest contributor
to marine debris. =arp

said. Conservation group
WWF Indonesia said its staff
found four plastic bottles
and 3.26 kg of raffia rope,
among other things.

Indonesia is the world’s
second biggest contributor
to marine debris after
China.

Online meet: A file photo of French President Emmanuel
Macron with Marshall Islands’ President Hilda Heine. =arp

warming continues
unabated.

Ms. Heine said the event —
with participants including
French President Emmanuel
Macron, UN Secretary-Gen-

eral Antonio Guterres and

Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau — will be the first
global political meeting to be
held online.

It will consist of a rolling,
24-hour livestream that will
begin in the Marshalls’ capi-

tal Majuro, then include ad-
dresses from leaders and pa-
nel discussions before
delivering a declaration.

The virtual summit’s main
aim is to encourage the inter-
national community to keep
global warming to 1.5 de-
grees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels.

A UN report warned last
month that threshold could
be reached as early as 2030
unless there was unprece-
dented global action to rein
in emissions.

The latest round of UN cli-
mate talks, COP24, will open
in the southern Polish city of
Katowice on December 2
with the aim of reinvigorat-
ing the Paris agreement.

NASA to probe workplace
culture at SpaceX, Boeing

After Elon Musk took a hit of marijuana on a live podcast

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WASHINGTON

The U.S. space agency has
ordered a sweeping safety
review of operations and
workplace culture, includ-
ing drug-free policies, at
Boeing and SpaceX, two
companies working to send
astronauts to space, U.S. me-
dia said.

The review was “prompt-
ed by the recent behaviour
of SpaceX’s founder Elon
Musk, according to three of-
ficials with knowledge of the
probe, after he took a hit of
marijuana and sipped whis-
key on a podcast streamed

Elon Musk

on the Internet,” said the
Washington Post, which first
reported on the story.

NASA declined to com-
ment on the allegations, but
confirmed that the review
would start next year as the
agency focuses “on safe and

successful commercial crew
missions” to the Internation-
al Space Station.

“In the coming months,
prior to the crew test flights
of Crew Dragon and Starlin-
er, NASA will be conducting
a cultural assessment study
in coordination with our
partners to ensure the com-
panies are meeting NASA’s
requirements for workplace
safety, including the adhe-
rence to a drug-free environ-
ment,” said the NASA state-
ment. “We fully expect our
commercial partners to
meet all workplace safety
requirements.”

Kolkata's barefoot historian bids adieu to city

In the 63 years he spent in West Bengal's capital, Kerala’s PT. Nair authored 62 books

SHIV SAHAY SINGH
KOLKATA

When his 62" book and
most likely his last one on
Kolkata titled Gandhiji in
Kolkata will be released at
the upcoming Kolkata Book
Fair, P.T. Nair, the ‘barefoot
historian of the city’ would
have, in all likelihood, left
the city.

On Wednesday morning,
the 86-year-old was busy
packing his Remington ty-
pewriter, on which he has
typed all his books since
1960s. Mr. Nair also made a
customary visit to the Na-
tional Library — a habit of his
for the past six decades — be-
fore bidding adieu to the city.

“My children and grand-
children are pressing me to
go back to Kerala,” Mr. Nair
says, when asked why he was
leaving the city he loved and
chronicled for more than 60
years.

While he may not recall
the name of all his books, Mr.
Nair vividly recalls his arrival
in the city, penniless and
without a ticket, on October

Long association: P.T. Nair with his wife Sita at their home in
Kolkata on Wednesday. =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

25, 1955. He was 25 and
searching for a job. “I re-
member that I walked from
Howrah station to Dalhousie
to meet a person from my
native village,” he said.

Since morning, his two-
room accommodation on
the ground floor of an old
building in 82/C Kansari Para
Road was buzzing with peo-
ple. Old friends, journalists
and neighbours thronged to
the dimly-lit room. Mr. Nair

www:dailyreader24icom

ensured that everyone was
seated before he could begin
a conversation.

U. Ramesh, a retired archi-
vist with the State Bank of In-
dia, was among the visitors.

Mr. Ramesh describes Mr.
Nair’s work on the history of
Kolkata streets as seminal.

He was more than eager to
share a personal anecdote,
about how he got acquainted
with Mr. Nair’s work, long
before they actually met.

It was 1994 and Mr. Ra-
mesh was involved with the
National Archives in organis-
ing an exhibition on 75 years
of Jalianwala Bagh massacre.
“We were looking for the of-
fice of Rowlatt Committee in
Kolkata, which was said to be
located at Elsyum Row.
When several sources failed
to pinpoint the correct loca-
tion, it was Mr. Nair’s book A
History of Calcutta’s streets
that pointed out that Elsyum
Row is now known as Lord
Sinha Road,” Mr. Ramesh
said.

Some of Mr. Nair’s other
well-known books include
Job Charnock: The Founder
of Calcutta, a book on the
South Indian community in
Kolkata, and the Origin of
the Kolkata Police.

Spartan Life

Since 1955, Mr. Nair led a ve-
ry spartan life, walking daily
to the National Library for
research on old documents
and publications. He would
travel to the remotest cor-
ners of the city in search of

unknown facts about the ci-
ty’s buildings and streets
with almost no institutional
support.

“Since my home was a 10-
minute walk from National
Library, I decided to do so-
mething about the city,” he
said in a reply to a question
on what promoted him to
work on the history of the ci-
ty.

To a query whether the ci-
ty has given its most prolific
historian its due, Mr. Nair re-
torted, “But I never expected
anything. I have not done
anything extraordinary,” he
said.

Mr. Nair has donated all
the books authored by him
to the library at city’s Town
Hall. “I have kept only one
copy with me at my home in
Kerala. I was informed that
some of my books got des-
troyed in the recent Kerala
floods. I have to check what
all has remained once I get
there,” he said.

“Even today he does not
want to leave,” Ms. Sita Nair,
his wife, said.

People felt an immediate
connection. I have pledged
to play the rabab all my life. I
will do my Masters in com-
position to enable the surviv-
al of the rabab,” said Mr. Ma-
lik, the son of a doctor
mother and a hotelier, Wa-
hid Malik, who support their
son’s efforts.

The number of rabab
makers is fast dwindling in
Kashmir. In north Kashmir,
only two families continue
with the trade of crafting the
rabab, from the dozens of
just a few decades ago.

Seen in many variants
across central Asia, the ra-
bab arrived in Kashmir from
Afghanistan many centuries
ago. “Compared to the seven
strings of the Afghan rabab,
the Kashmiri version has 22

strings, with two strings
crafted out of goat gut
through an elaborate pro-
cess. It’s these two strings
that create its mesmerising
echo,” Mr. Malik said.

Soul-stirring
Ghulam Muhammad Ganai,
63, from Ganderbal’s Kan-
gan area, is among the few
instrumentalists left from
the old school. “I play the ra-
bab only in Sufi mehfils
(night-long devotional gath-
erings). The word ‘rabab’
comes from rooh (soul) and
bab (expression). It should
stir the soul. Only those who
are nearer to god value the
instrument. Around 15 of us
are left now,” said Mr. Ganai.
However, young players
like Mr. Malik are bringing

Young Kashmiri plays the rabab back into the limelight

the instrument back into
mainstream culture. “I
played the rabab for a musi-
cal fusion called ‘Firdous X-
He is a pirate’ based on the
theme song of [the film] Pi-
rates of Caribbean and the
theme music of [TV show]
Game of Thrones in 2017. It
was an instant hit here,” he
said.

On June 28 2018, Mr. Ma-
lik played the rabab at The
Hilton hotel in Los Angeles.
“Many Kashmiri-origin peo-
ple in the audience wanted
to have a workshop for their
kids after the show. After the
hits we produced in 2017, at
least 50 students registered
to learn to play the rabab at
the Delhi Public School
(DPS) in Srinagar,” said Mr.
Malik.

“Multiplexes keen to sell
-samosas, not good films’

Rahul Rawail denies any film was rejected for being ‘anti-national

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
PANAJI

Accusing the film market of

dian Panorama was unfortu-
nate and that the jury was gi-
ven full autonomy in

ignoring the regional cine-
ma, Rahul Rawail, Chairman
of jury of Indian panorama
(feature) at the 49th Interna-
tional Film Festival of India
(IFFI), said on Wednesday
that the biggest mafia ruling
the film industry is the “mul-
tiplex mafia”.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Mr. Rawail said that
there was a need to develop
infrastructure for distribut-
ing good films at a low cost.

“Multiplexes have be-
come the biggest mafia rul-
ing the industry, interested
not in promoting good films,
but only in selling maximum
samosas and popcorn,” said
Mr. Rawail.

Inclusive films
Significantly, Major Ravi,
another jury member, said
that 18 transgender films
were considered for selec-
tion in this year’s edition.
He pointed out that the ju-
ry members have taken a lot
of pain in selecting the best
films and have ensured that

Malayalam film Olu opened
the Indian Panorama's feature
film section. =ava pProDuCTIONS

the Indian Panorama section
presents a pan-Indian movie
experience to the viewers.

In reply to a question, Mr.
Rawail and other jury mem-
bers denied having rejected
any film on the ground that
it was “anti-national”.

Replying to a query, the
Chairman asserted, “There
is no such thing as national
film or anti-national film; the
jury considers all movies
that comes before it as In-
dian movies.”

He stated that the contro-
versy regarding omission of
certain movies from the In-

arriving at the decisions.

Pan-India appeal

Highlighting the range of
films featured in the Indian
Panorama section at IFFI,
Mr. Rawail said that the ar-
ray of selected films includes
those set in Ladakh, Laksh-
wadeep and Assam.

“It was a tough exercise to
select 22 films from a list of
more than 100 films which
were simply great,” he re-
marked.

He also agreed, in reply to
a question, that the compo-
sition of the Indian Panora-
ma feature film jury had no
woman filmmaker. He ad-
mitted that it was “not prop-
er”, but did not feel it was
done deliberately.

Vinod Ganatra, non-fea-
ture film jury chairman,
asked young filmmakers not
to compromise on the script
while making a film.

Meanwhile, director Shaji
N. Karun’s Olu opened at the
Indian Panorama’s feature
film section at IFFIL.
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Bharti abuses
scribe, booked

Somnath Bharti lands in
controversy after he is
booked for allegedly abusing
TV anchor Page 3
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Order on
Tiwari today

SC to pronounce order on
contempt proceedings
against Tiwari for breaking
seal of a premises Page 4
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Zonal offices deserted as autos flock back to Burari

CM had on Nov 4 directed Transport Dept to allow issuance of fitness certificates from the facility; had termed it ‘den of corruption’ earlier

Pak toddler undergoes
unusual heart surgery
NEW DELHI

A 14-month-old Pakistani
child successfully underwent
a complex unusual heart
surgery at the Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital here. He was
discharged on the seventh
post operative day under the
guidance of paediatric cardiac
surgery team.

CITY » PAGE 2

‘Consider afresh Major's
resignation petition’

NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
directed the Army to consider
afresh the plea of an officer of
the rank of Major to quit the
Force through premature
resignation as he has been
unable to balance his
professional and personal life
due to stress. The court said it
was necessary for the Army to
give reasons for the rejection
of Major Dwivedi's request.
CITY » PAGE 2

Air quality of Delhi-NCR

Delhi Gurugram [EFE
Ghaziabad EEEN  Faridabad -
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AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB
IRCTC told to pay man
¥45,000 compensation

NEW DELHI

A consumer forum here has
directed IRCTC to
compensate a man by paying
over ¥45,000 after his tickets
were cancelled without his
knowledge.

cT

» PAGE 2

'Sonia, Rahul should face
lie detector test'

NEW DELHI

Welcoming a decision to
sentence two convictsin
1984 anti-Sikh riots case,
SAD demanded that Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi face lie
detector tests alleging that
the conspiracy was hatched
at their residence.

CITY » PAGE 2

JATIN ANAND
NEW DELHI

The Burari Transport Auth-
ority, dubbed a “den of cor-
ruption” by Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal earlier this
year and on the brink of
ceasing to exist in its current
form, will survive after all as
per his own directions.

In fact, after Mr. Kejriwal’s
directions to this effect at a
review meeting to assess on-
going projects under the pur-
view of the Transport De-
partment earlier this month,
the authority located in
north Delhi is back as the
preferred location for the
Capital’s autorickshaw driv-
ers to obtain fitness certifi-
cates, which can also be ob-
tained at their local Regional
Transport Offices (RTOs).

“On November 4, the
Chief Minister simply direct-
ed the Department to allow,
once again, the issuance of
fitness certificates from the
facility in addition to allow-
ing the same at RTOs. There
was no discussion on the rea-

sons behind the change in
stance,” said a government
source. The issuance of certi-
fication recommenced from
November 15.

“Just after the decision to
allow auto fitness at Burari,
zonal offices [RTOs] wore a
deserted look as a majority
of autorickshaws flocked
back to Burari; several ef-
forts made by the Depart-
ment in line with his pre-
vious  wish  regarding
decentralisation such as soft-
ware changes, posting of ad-
ditional staff to check touts
and infrastructure re-arran-
gement over two months
have come to naught,” the
source said further.

Mr. Kejriwal had after his
July 17 visit issued directions
and set tight deadlines for
the Department to formulate
a proposal to decentralise
core services being offered at
the Burari Transport Author-
ity.

The directions were is-
sued after visitors com-
plained of long queues to

appearing for
fitness certificates
across Delhi on

Jam-packed
645: 1426
No. of autos i No. of autos

- appearing for
-+ fitness certificates
at the Burari RTO

appearing for

November 17

e July 17: Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal conducts a surprise
inspection at Burari Transport
Authority. Terming it a “den of
corruption”, he orders that core
services being offered there

be decentralised and put on
offer at RTOs across Delhi

November 16 on November 16
233. :103
No of autos i No. of autos

: appearing for
fitness certificates ... i fitness at the
across Delhi on { Burari RTO on
~% November 17

i o July to November: The Transport
epartment decentralises services,

ommences issuing fitness
ertificates for autorickshaws

t RTOs across Delhi. It finalises
ecision to create an automated
est-driving track to utilise the

sprawling vicinity at Burari

CM Arvind Kejriwal at Burari Transport Authority
on July 17 this year. = riLe pHoTO

i o November 4: At a review

: meeting, Mr. Kejriwal directs
i the Transport Department to
i re-open the facility at Burari

¢ November 15: Facility
: reopens, begins issuing fitness
i certificates again

"without discussion”

avail of these services, and
presence and interference of
touts in the application
process.

After it resurfaced, the De-
partmental statistics stated,
of the 878 autorickshaws,
which appeared for fitness

certificates, as many as 529
visited the Burari authority
in a move, which a govern-
ment source argued seemed
to point out that the Capital’s
auto drivers and touts were
“unwilling to part
company”.

SOURCE: TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT

An automated test-driving
track, according to the
source, was supposed to be
created for utilisation of the
sprawling facility, which for
over half a decade formed
the backbone of the Tran-
sport Department’s central-

BJP wants to eliminate Chief Minister, says Sisodia

Alleges man who attacked Kejriwal works for the Opposition party; AAP workers hold demonstration

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A day after Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal was at-
tacked by a man as he
walked out of his office in the
Delhi Secretariat, Deputy
Chief Minister and Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) leader Man-
ish Sisodia alleged on Wed-
nesday that the leadership of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) had planned the
incident.

Mr. Kejriwal was attacked
on Tuesday afternoon by a
man who, on the pretext of
conveying a grievance,
lunged at the Chief Minister,
breaking his glasses. He also
attempted to smear red chilli
powder on his face. The at-
tacker, identified as Anil Ku-
mar Sharma, was arrested.

Addressing a press confe-
rence at the AAP office here,
Mr. Sisodia said the police in-
itially said the chilli powder
may have fallen accidentally

AAP workers staged a protest outside the BJP headquartersin

New Delhi on Wednesday. =e1i

during the commotion. Ho-
wever, CCTV footage showed
it was indeed an attack, he
said.

“Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh called the
Chief Minister and asked him
to file a police complaint. I
find it surprising that they
expect the Chief Minister to
give a complaint when the in-
cident happened in the pre-
sence of the police,” Mr. Siso-
dia said. The Delhi Police

took suo-motu cognisance of
the matter and lodged an FIR
late on Tuesday.

Citing posts targeting the
AAP and Mr. Kejriwal, Mr. Si-
sodia said the accused in his
Facebook profile identified
himself as working with the
BJP. “The attacker is a BJP
worker... The top leadership
of the BJP was behind the in-
cident. The BJP is conspiring
to have Mr. Kejriwal mur-
dered,” he said.

Kejriwal attack accused sent to judicial custody

Police to probe his background to ascertain motive, immediate trigger for action

HEMANI BHANDARI
NEW DELHI

A day after he was arrested
for attacking Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal inside the
Delhi Secretariat, accused
Anil Sharma was produced
before the court on Wednes-
day and sent to judicial cus-
tody for 14 days.

Sources said that the ac-
cused was incoherent and
his background would there-
fore be probed to ascertain
the issues, if any, he was
grappling with and the mo-
tive and immediate trigger
for the Tuesday’s attack.
“The team working on the
case will check his back-
ground and speak to his fa-
mily. The people he was liv-
ing with in Delhi will also be
questioned,” said a senior

Accused Anil Sharmaiis likely
to file a bail application on
Thursday. =

police officer.

Mr. Sharma has given two
addresses to the police, one
which he claimed was of his
family in a village near Alla-
habad and another of the
paying guest accommoda-
tion in west Delhi, where he
claims to have been living for

the last two months. “A team
will be sent to his village to
speak to his family members
to ascertain if he had any is-
sues,” the officer said.

Asked if Mr. Sharma has
revealed details of his plan,
sources said he could not ex-
plain when and how he
planned the attack. “It is im-
portant to ascertain why he
suddenly planned it. For
this, a background check
needs to be done,” the offic-
er said.

After an interrogation, the
accused was produced be-
fore Duty Magistrate Neeti
Suri Mishra at the Tis Hazari
courts. The police pleaded
that he be sent to judicial
custody. Opposing the judi-
cial remand plea, counsel for
the accused submitted that

there was no charge against
his client and he should, the-
refore, be released on bail.
However, the court refused
to consider the bail plea,
stating that the address of
the accused and his docu-
ments were yet to be
verified.

Mr. Sharma is likely to file
a bail application on
Thursday.

During interrogation, Mr.
Sharma claimed that he had
tried to meet Kejriwal one-
and-a-half-years ago but after
he could not meet him, he
broke the glass panes in the
reception area of Delhi Se-
cretariat, the police said.
They said they will be verify-
ing his claims and are furth-
er probing the matter.

(With PTI inputs)

Home Minister
Rajnath Singh
called the CM and
asked him to file a
police complaint. I
find it surprising
that they expect
the CM to give a
complaint when
the incident
happened in the
presence of the
police

MANISH SISODIA
Deputy Chief Minister
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Mr. Sisodia pointed out
that this was the fourth at-
tack on the Chief Minister,
who has had shoes and ink
hurled at him at public
events. “The police have
failed to file chargesheets in
any of the cases. On the oth-
er hand, if there is an allega-
tion against any AAP MLA or
Minister, they are quick to in-
vestigate and file chargesh-

eets,” he said.

Mr. Sisodia also alleged
that the BJP-led Central go-
vernment was trying to stop
the AAP government from
working, by issuing orders
and using investigations. Ho-
wever, they had failed, he
said. “Now, they are trying to
stop us by having Mr. Kejri-
wal murdered,” he added.

While Mr. Sisodia declined
to say what the AAP would
do, sources said the party
was seeking legal opinion on
this matter and on the pend-
ing chargesheets in the pre-
vious attacks.

AAP leaders and workers
also staged a demonstration
near the BJP headquarters
on Wednesday to protest
against the party and the
Delhi Police. AAP spokesper-
son and Greater Kailash MLA
Saurabh Bharadwaj said the
police were a “biased force”
that was protecting “lunatics
and anti-social elements”.

Several efforts
made by the
[Transport]
Department in line
with his [CM’s]
previous wish
regarding
decentralisation
such as software
changes, posting of
additional staff to
check touts and
infrastructure
rearrangement
over two months,
have come to
naught

GOVERNMENT SOURCE

C

ised system for both issuance
and renewal of autorickshaw
registration and fitness per-
mits. The Department was
scheduled to create a new fa-
cility for ancillary paper-
work related to autorick-
shaws at its headquarters on
Mall Road.

Even the entry gate, go-
vernment sources claimed,

is being shifted towards the
adjacent main road to “wash
off” the moniker the Chief
Minister had used to de-
scribe the facility at the end
of his surprise visit on July 17.
During the visit, Mr. Kejriwal
was bombarded with com-
plaints alleging corruption
and routine interference by
touts.

‘Patronage to corruption’
Delhi BJP spokesperson Pra-
veen Shankar Kapoor ex-
pressed “surprise” at the de-
velopment, alleging that it
“smells of extension of polit-
ical patronage to corruption
by the government”.

“What evident circum-
stantial changes have come
to light at the Burari Authori-
ty & its periphery that have
made Government to restart
on 15th November the fitness
check of public transport
vehicles at Burari Authority
which was declared by him
as a corruption den on 17th
July,” Mr. Kapoor demanded
in a tweet.

Chilli powder attack:
CM alleges conspiracy

‘Rivals unhappy with AAP’s work’

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A day after he was attacked
outside his office in the Del-
hi Secretariat, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday said there was
an conspiracy to kill him.

Speaking in Haryana’s So-
nipat, where he went to
meet the family of a slain
BSFpersonnel, Mr. Kejrwal
said he had been attacked
four times in the past two
years.

“It is not a small issue. I
think there would not be
any example in the coun-
try’s history where a sitting
Chief Minister has been at-
tacked four times in two
years. These attacks are not
happening, but are being
planned,” he said.

Referring to political riv-
als, he said “they” were un-
happy with the work being

Itis not a small
issue. I think there
would not be any
example in the
country’s history
where assitting
Chief Minister has
been attacked four
times in two years.
These attacks are
not happening, but
are being planned

ARVIND KEJRIWAL
Chief Minister

C

done by the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi.

“We have become an eye-
sore for them. These people
together are trying to get me
killed. No political party, 70
years, has been able to do as
much as work we [AAP]
have done in three years,”
the Chief Minister further-
said.

~'Stop compensation for Delhi Police martyrs

AAP MLAs demand comes on a day CM handed over cheque to BSF martyr’s kin

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
MLAs on Wednesday asked
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal to exclude Delhi
Police personnel from the
government policy that gives
%1 crore compensation to the
families of martyrs.

Several AAP MLAs signed
the letter to the Chief Minis-
ter on a day he was in Harya-
na to hand over a 31 crore
cheque to the family of Bor-
der Security Force jawan Na-
rendra Singh, who was killed
along the Pakistan border
earlier this year.

The MLAs said that since
the Delhi Police had failed to
protect the Chief Minister,
who has been attacked four
times in two years, they

CM Arvind Kejriwal handed
over the cheque in Haryana.

should not be a part of the
AAP government’s policy.
The latest of the attacks hap-
pened on Tuesday, when a
man lunged at Mr. Kejriwal
and tried to smear red chilli
powder on his face as he
walked out of his office in the
Delhi Secretariat.

In a tweet, AAP spokes-

person and one of the MLAs,
who signed the letter, Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj, said: “AAP
MLAs have demanded Delhi
Govt to exclude Delhi Police
from the list of departments
who are rewarded with 1
crore. BJP treats Delhi Police
like tissue paper, their MP
Manoj Tiwari ridicules &
slaps their officers. Let BJP
take care of Delhi Police,
they deserve each other.
[sic].”

Compensation policy

The government’s policy
provides for X1 crore com-
pensation to families of mili-
tary, paramilitary and Delhi
Police personnel who are
killed on duty. The policy
covers martyrs who are resi-
dents of Delhi as well as per-

sonnel killed in operations in
Delhi.

Speaking in Sonipat, Mr.
Kejriwal said Narendra
Singh’s case was not “fitting”
in the government policy,
which was changed by the
Cabinet in July to include
those paramilitary martyrs
whose permanent address
was recorded in Delhi when
they joined service.

‘Welfare measure’

Delhi Police Additional PRO
Anil Mittal said: “It [compen-
sation policy] is a welfare
measure for police person-
nel who lose their lives in the
line of duty. The grant of 31
crore was a decision taken
by the Delhi government.
Beyond that, we have no
comments to offer.”
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AAP leader nominated to
Hindi Academy body

NEW DELHI

The Delhi government has
nominated Raghav Chadha as
a member of the governing
body of its Hindi Academy. In
a gazette notification on
October 23, the Art, Culture
and Language (ACL)
Department stated that
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, who is also ACL
Minister, had approved the
nomination of Mr. Chadha as
a member of the governing
body of the Hindi Academy.
Mr. Chadha is a spokesperson
for the Aam Aadmi Party and
is incharge for south Delhi

Lok Sabha constituency.
STAFF REPORTER

'JNU yet to release
pending scholarships’
NEW DELHI

The Jawaharlal Nehru
University Students' Union
(JNUSU) on Wednesday said
that the university
administration had not
released over 50 lakh
pending merit-cum-means
scholarship to undergraduate
and postgraduate students
over the last eight months. “It
is important to note that the
money for the scholarship is
allocated from varsity's funds
and if the administration does
not have money to release to
students, it only means the
money is being illegally
diverted for other purposes
which only entails corruption
at the highest places in JNU
administration,” the JNUSU
said. sTAFF REPORTER

Pak toddler undergoes
unusual heart surgery

City doctors carry out successful surgery on 14-month-old

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 14-month-old Pakistani
child successfully under-
went a complex unusual
heart surgery at the city’s Sir
Ganga Ram Hospital.

The infant was brought to
the hospital with an inability
to feed properly, was having
recurrent chest infections
and every crawling move-
ment was interrupted due to
breathlessness. He was not
able to grow, weighing only
6.5 kg at the time of
admission.

Neeraj Aggarwal, paedia-
tric cardiologist at Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital said, “Our de-
tailed work revealed that the
left-sided  blood-receiving
chamber of the heart (left
atrium) was hugely dilated,
four times to the expected
size [called giant left atrium],
which was pressing on the
nearby airway structures in
the chest. Also there was a
large hole between the lower
chambers of heart [called
ventricular septal defect],
and the left-sided valve was
leaking.”

Challenging surgery

Raja Joshi, chairman, paedia-
tric cardiac surgery at the
hospital said, “It was a com-
plex and challenging sur-
gery. To the best of our
knowledge, only a few cases
of giant left atrium have been
reported in children below

The left atrium was hugely dilated, four times to the
expected size, which was pressing on the nearby airway
structures in the chest . riLe pHoTO

To the best of our
knowledge, only a
few cases of giant
left atrium have
been reported in
children below the
age of two years

RAJA JOSHI
Chairman, paediatric cardiac surgery at
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
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the age of two years. We op-
erated the child in single
stage, open heart surgery
where hole was closed, valve
was repaired and the giant
left atrium was reduced in
size. Available reports re-
vealed that this was the lar-
gest size of left atrium for the
age reported in world
literature.”

The patient was extubated

Royal journey begins

An attendant stands next to the luxury train, ‘Palace on Wheels', with a renovated steam
engine, which was flagged off for the new tourist season from Safdarjung railway station in
New Delhi on Wednesday. =saNDEep SAXENA

MOTILAL NEHRU SCHOOL OF SPORTS, RAI-131029
DISTT. SONIPAT (HARYANA)

[(An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Institution and Winner of International School Award

(2008-2011 & 2012-15)]

(A Co-educational Residential School run by the Government of Haryana Sprawling over 250 acres of land,
affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), New Delhi & Member of the Indian Public
Schools’ Conference (IPSC), National Progressive Schools’ Conference (NPSC) & Regional Member Round
Square).

REQUIRES

1. BAND MASTER-01 in PB-02 Rs. 9300+34800+4200 GP + usual allowances.
Qualifications:-

(a) Matriculation with a degree or diploma in Music with specialization in Pipe and Drums from the Military
Music Wing, Pachmarhi;

(b) Preference will be given to a person who has worked in Military, State of Central Police or Para Military
Forces or in a residential Public School, who is a member of Indian Public Schools Conference.

(c) Matric with Hindi/Sanskrit or higher qualification with Hindi as one of the subjects.
Note:- A written test/Practical Test may be conducted.

2. QUARTER MASTER-01 in PB-02 Rs. 9300-34800+4200 GP+usual allowances.
Qualifications:-
(a) B.A./B.Sc. (in case of Civilians) of a recognized University with atleast 5 years experience in storekeeping/
security/personnel department of a reputed government/semi Government organization.
OR
(b) Matriculation or its equivalent and having worked as a Quarter Master in Army/Air Force/ Navy/Para-
Military Forces/State/Central Police in the rank of Junior Commissioned Officer or its equivalent.
(c) Matric with Hindi/Sanskrit or higher qualification with Hindi as one of the subjects.
Note:- A written /Practical Test may be conducted.

3. PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO PRINCIPAL & DIRECTOR -01- in PB-02 Rs. 9300-34800+4200 GP+ usual
allowances, Recruitment will be subject to the decision in CWP No. 23386 of 2015 pending in Hon’ble Punjab
& Haryana High Court. Chandigarh.

(a) B.A./B.Sc. (with a minimum of 50% marks) with a speed of 80 words per minute in English Shorthand,
40 words per minute in English typewriting and 30 words per minutes in Hindi Typewriting with 3 years expe-
rience as Personal Assistant/Steno-typist in Government Semi-Government organization or in a residential
public school, who is member of India of Indian Public School conference.

(b) Matric with Hindi/Sanskrit or higher qualification with Hindi as one of the subjects.

Note:- Written test/Practical Test may be conducted.

4. CINEMA PROJECTIONIST PB-01 Rs. 5200+20200+1900 GP+ usual allowances
Qualifications:

(a) Matriculation with Physics and Chemistry subject or its equivalent from a recognized University;
(b) Should have license of Cinema/Autography/Projector Operator;

(c) At least 3 years experience in the line.

(d) Matric with Hindi/Sanskrit or higher qualification with Hindi as one of the subjects.

Note:- A written test/Practical Test may be conducted.

Age:- BETWEEN 17 & 42 YEARS ON THE LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION OF THE APPLICATION FORM.
RELAXATION IN AGE AS PER HARYANA GOVT. NORMS.

Prescribed application form can be obtained from the school office on payment of Rs. 200/- at the counter or
by sending IPO’s of Rs. 250/- in the name of Principal & Director, MNSS, Rai Payable at Post Office P.S., Rai-
131029. Application completed in all respects alongwith passport size photograph and attested photocopies
of certificates/ degree/diploma/marksheets, experience, etc. must reach the undersigned within 21 days from
the date of publication of this advertisement.

Note: 1. The number of vacancies may increase or decrease at the time of actual recruitment.
2. Incomplete application or application or plain paper will not be entertertained at all.

PRINCIPAL & DIRECTOR
M.N.S.S. RAI

PRDH 73670

in the operating room itself
by the anaesthesia team
headed by Dr. Reena Joshi.

The patient was dis-
charged on the seventh post
operative day under the gui-
dance of the paediatric car-
diac surgery team.

Mridul Aggarwal, paedia-
tric cardiologist at the hospi-
tal said, “Giant left atrium is
a rare entity in paediatric
population, but carries a sig-
nificant mortality risk. When
the left atrium increases in
size, it causes complications
by compressing adjacent
structures such as food pipe,
spine, pulmonary vessels,
etc. After surgery, these com-
plications are resolved
which happened in the case
of our patient.”

North body
acts against
property tax
defaulters

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI
The North Delhi Municipal
Corporation attached 648
bank accounts and 670
properties between April
and October this year for
not paying property tax, it
said in a statement on Wed-
nesday, urging the public
to pay tax on time.
Additional Commission-
er B.M. Mishra said that
since 2004 it has been the
responsibility of property
owners to self-assess tax
due from their property
and deposit it with the cor-
poration on time, but ma-
ny people were not doing
so because of which the
corporation had to attach
their properties. Mr. Mis-
hra appealed to property
owners to pay their dues
including arrears in time or
else be prepared to pay pe-
nalty and interest along
with the due tax.

Consider afresh Major’s petition on
premature resignation, HC tells Army

Officer said he was unable to balance his professional and personal life due to stress

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has di-
rected the Army to consider
afresh the plea of an officer
of the rank of Major to quit
the Force through prema-
ture resignation as he has
been unable to balance his
professional and personal
life due to stress.

Major Abhishek Dwivedi
had moved the High Court
challenging the April 24,
2018, decision of the Inte-
grated HQ of MoD (Army),
Adjutant General’s Branch,
Directorate of Medical Ser-
vices (Army) rejecting his
premature resignation plea.

Matrimonial discord

In his plea, Major Dwivedi
said there was a matrimonial
discord with his wife due to
which he was not in a posi-
tion to keep a balance bet-
ween his professional and
personal life. He said his wife
had initiated divorce pro-
ceedings in a family court in
New Delhi.

Major Dwivedi was com-
missioned in the Army on
February 26, 2009, as a Sub-
stantive Captain and has

subsequently served in the
rank of Major.

Later he appeared in the
NEET PG examination for
the Advance/PG Courses for
Armed Forces Medical Col-
lege Officers for 2013-16
session.

Sign undertaking

As he was selected for the
subject of radio diagnosis,
he was asked to sign and ac-
cept an undertaking which
detailed the service/financial
liability in the event he seeks
premature resignation from
the service. This at the time
was a period of 10 years from
the date of completion of the
advanced degree course and
a sum of about %15 lakh (mi-

A single-line order
merely stating that
the request was
being rejected on
account of ‘pending
service liabilities’
does not satisfy the
requirement of the
law... the
Competent
Authority will
consider the
petitioner’s grounds
as set out in the
petition as well as
the additional
affidavit and give a
fresh decision with
reasons

HC BENCH
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nus the years of physical ser-
vice after completion of the
course).

‘Discriminated’
Major Dwivedi completed
his course in June 2016. He
submitted his application
seeking premature release in
February 2018, but it was
“not accepted due to pend-
ing service liability”.

He contended that he has

been discriminated against
with at least three of his col-
leagues, who had all under-
gone both undergraduate
and postgraduate courses at
the Armed Forces Institute,
but were granted premature
release.

A Bench of Justices S. Mu-
ralidhar and Sanjeev Narula
was of the view that it was
necessary for the authority
concerned in the Army to
give reasons for the rejection
of Major Dwivedi’s request.

“A single-line order mere-
ly stating that the request
was being rejected on ac-
count of ‘pending service lia-
bilities” does not satisfy the
requirement of the law,” the
Bench remarked.

Quashing the rejection or-
der, the High Court directed
the Competent Authority in
the Army to consider afresh
the request of Major Dwive-
di.

“In particular, the Compe-
tent Authority will consider
the petitioner’s grounds as
set out in this petition as well
as the additional affidavit
and give a fresh decision
with reasons,” the High
Court ordered.

‘Sonia, Rahul should face lie detector test’

Shiromani Akali Dal welcomes Delhi court’s verdict in anti-Sikh riots case

KASTURI SWAIN
NEW DELHI
Welcoming a Delhi court’s
decision on Tuesday to sen-
tence two convicts in a 1984
anti-Sikh riots case, the Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD) on
Wednesday demanded that
Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
face lie detector tests alleg-
ing that the conspiracy was
hatched at their residence.
At a press conference
here, SAD president Sukhbir
Singh Badal and Delhi Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee (DSGMC) presi-
dent Manjit Singh G.K. said
the court’s decision was his-
toric. The court awarded
death to Yashpal Singh and
life imprisonment to Naresh

C

Each time the
Congress shut a
particular case, the
SAD came up with
new evidence and
reopened it. In fact,
this particular case
whose verdict
came out on
Tuesday
[November 20] was
closed five times
due to lack of
witnesses

SUKHBIR SINGH BADAL
SAD president

Corrigendum No. 05 to E-tender No. 06/TS/SRS/2018-19 dated 25.07.2018

HARYANA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED
Shakti Bhawan, Sector-6, Panchkula. CIN : U40101HR1997SGC033683

Online tenders are invited for Repair & Maintenance of 220kV Sirsa- PGCIL

Matana (Fatehabad) line.

The last date of online bid submission is extended upto 30.11.2018 (13.00

hrs.)

Details NIT and tender document is available at website
https://haryanaeprocurement.gov.in, https://www.gvpn.gov.in.
(Sd) Executive Engineer / TS Division HVPNL, Sirsa

PRDH-73658

Corrigendum No. 03 to E-tender No. 13/XEN/TS/SRS/2018-19 dated 14.09.2018

HARYANA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED
Shakti Bhawan, Sector-6, Panchkula.
CIN : U40101HR1997SGC033683

Online tenders are invited for : Creation of 2Nos. 33kV line bay at 132kV Ding to
accommodate 33kV S/Stn. Ding Mor Code: 3B2853* & 33kV S/Stn. Baruwali Code
3B2338* under TS Division HVPNL, Sirsa

The last date of online bid submission is extended upto 30.11.2018 (13.00 hrs.)

Details NIT and tender document is available at website
https://haryanaeprocurement.gov.in, https://www.hvpn.org.in

(Sd) Executive Engineer/TS Division HVPNL, Sirsa

PRDH-73657

HARYANA POWER GENERATION CORPORATION LIMITED

-‘“].l Regd. Office: C-7, Urja Bhawan, Sector-6, Panchkula
Fﬁ-ﬂ Corporate Identity Number : U45207HR1997SGC033517
""" Website:- www.hpgcl.org.in
CORRIGENDUM
Sr. NIT Number Event | Brief scope of work/ Is-zzx‘i:ts?oo:
No. No purchase N
of bids
1st Supply of VRLA 760Ah| Extended till
1 Corrigendum 100737 Battery Bank for UPS| 21.11.2018
"| PTP/ POM- System for max DNADCS| upto 13:00
222106 in unit-7, PTPS, Panipat Hrs.
2nd Extended till
2 Corrigendum 99890 DCS Temperature Input| 05.12.2018
"| PTP/POM- Cart CTI-21 or Equivalent | upto 13:00
331748 Hrs.

Note: The detail of the above NIT along with Tender Document
from the HPGCL website i.e.
www.hpgcl.org.in and https://haryanaeprocurement.gov.in. Bidder
can participate only through e-portal of Haryana Government i.e.
https://haryanaeprocurement.gov.in

can be seen

PRDH-73647

& downloaded

Chief Engineer/PTPS

wywwidailyreader24:com

Shiromani Akali Dal president Sukhbir Singh Badal and Union Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal
address a press conference after the sentencing of two convicts in the 1984 anti-Sikh riots
case, on Tuesday. =SANDEEP SAXENA

Sehrawat, who were convict-
ed last week of killing two
men in Mahipalpur during
the 1984 riots.

Hitting out at the Con-
gress, Mr. Badal said the riots
were a “planned and govern-
ment-sponsored massacre”.

“Thousands of witnesses
saw the party cadre collud-
ing with the police and being
on the lookout for members
from the Sikh community,”
he said.

New evidence

Calling the verdict a “turning
point”, Mr. Badal said the
SAD and the DSGMC had

pursued the cases over the
years.

“Each time the Congress
shut a particular case, the
SAD came up with new evi-
dence and reopened it. In
fact, this particular case
whose verdict came out on
Tuesday [November 20] was
closed five times due to lack
of witnesses,” he stated.

He added that while wit-
nesses had been threatened,
Congress politicians accused
of being involved had been
given the highest security
cover.

Both Mr. Badal and Union
Cabinet Minister for Food

Processing Harsimrat Kaur
Badal demanded that a spe-
cial investigation team (SIT)
be set up to look into the
roles of UPA chairperson So-
nia Gandhi and Congress pre-
sident Rahul Gandhi, follow-
ing a lie detector test.
“Yesterday’s [November
20] verdict is a slap on the
face of Rahul Gandhi, who
denies allegations of the Con-
gress’s involvement in the ge-
nocide. Both the members of
the Gandhi parivar should be
subjected to a narco test and
an SIT be formed to establish
the veracity of their involve-
ment,” Ms. Badal said.

[RCTC told to pay man 45,000
for cancelling 3 reserved tickets

Rly body had cancelled tickets based on third party’s email

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A district consumer disputes
redressal forum here has di-
rected the Indian Railways
Catering and Tourism Cor-
poration (IRCTC) to compen-
sate a complainant by paying
over 45,000 after the pas-
senger’s tickets were can-
celled without his
knowledge.

Observing that the IRCTC
had cancelled the tickets
based on a third party’s
email, without the passen-
ger’s knowledge, the con-
sumer panel said that re-
funding the ticket price was
not enough.

“On perusal of the submis-
sion of the parties, it is ad-
mitted by [IRCTC] that they
have cancelled the reserved
tickets on the behest of one
Rohit Sharma and the can-
cellation request was not
made by the complainant.
Simply by refunding the can-
cellation money to the com-
plainant is not suffice, as
there was a clear deficient in
services on part of [IRCTC]
in our opinion,” the consum-
er panel held.

The passenger had to book
air tickets that cost them
over ¥20,000. =FiLE PHOTO

It was alleged by complai-
nant Sushovan Gupta Ray
that despite having reserved
tickets for his family from
Sealdah to New Delhi, on the
date of journey, he found an
email from IRCTC stating the
three tickets had been can-
celled.

“On enquiry, he came to
know that one Rohit Sharma
requested to cancel the re-
servation ticket through e-
mail. It is stated by complai-
nant that he does not know
any Rohit Sharma and due to
cancellation of railway ticket
he could not undergo the

Dr. UPSC Android App

journey as scheduled,” the
consumer panel observed.

It was further alleged that
due to the cancellation, the
passengers had to book air
tickets, that cost them over
320,000.

IRCTC contends

However, the IRCTC con-
tended that there was no def-
iciency on their part, as fol-
lowing  verification the
cancellation charge was re-
funded to the complainant.

“After considering the
case of the complainant as a
genuine [case], an amount of
33,450 was transferred in the
account of the complainant.
It is argued by the complai-
nant that although refund
was made by [IRCTC], still he
is entitled for the compensa-
tion and litigation expenses
on account of mental agony
suffered by him as well as on
account of the financial loss
incurred,” the panel ob-
served.

The consumer forum has
awarded a compensation of
15,000 towards compensa-
tion for mental agony and
10,000 as litigation cost.

B ND-NDE
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Space crunch hampers
drive to seize vehicles
NEW DELHI,

The issue of space crunch is
hampering the Transport
Department's efforts to seize
diesel vehicles of 10 years
and above that have been
banned from plying on the
ngtly roads by the NGT.

Three held in seven
cases of murder

FARIDABAD

Three persons have been
arrested for their
involvement in seven cases of
murder and several hundred
cases of robbery and theft in
50 cities across the country,
said the Faridabad Police on

Tuesday.
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Man falsely implicated
by police, claims family
NOIDA

The family of a Greater Noida
man, who was arrested last
week for alleged involvement
in criminal activities, has
alleged that he was falsely
implicated in the case by the
police in Gautam Buddh
Nagar. Top police officers
have denied the charge.rmi

Minor
molested by
45-year-old
tempo driver

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 7-year-old girl was alleg-
edly molested by a 45-year-
old man in south-west Del-
hi’s Vasant Kunj in the ear-
ly hours of Wednesday.
The accused is absconding,
the police said.

A senior officer said the
victim’s mother, a resident
of a camp in Rajokri, called
the police control room
around 1.30 a.m. after she
spotted the accused lying
next to her daughter and
touching her inappro-
priately.

“Accused Mahender is a
tempo driver and was
drunk at the time of the in-
cident. He lives close to the
victim’s house. He came
and lay down next to the
girl. The girl’s mother saw
him and called him out,”
the officer said.

The mother, who works
as house help, raised an
alarm. Hearing her cries
for help, the accused fled.
The police said the accused
is married.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (South-West) De-
vender Arya said a case has
been registered under Sec-
tion 354 of the Indian Penal
Code and relevant sections
of the Prevention of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
Act.

“Teams have been
formed to nab him,” Mr.
Arya said.

DELHI TODAY

Talk: Seminar on “Notes from a re-
cent trip to Xinjiang: Nation, State,
Surveillance & World Order by Prof.
Siddig Wahid, Adjunct Fellow, ICS, at
ICWA, Sapru House, Barakhamba
Road, 3 p.m.

Talk: Lecture on “Moving With The
Seasons: Interconnectedness  of
nature and culture in the landscape
of the pastoral nomadic Korzokpa of
Changthang” by Tara Sharma, co-
founder of the Jungwa Foundation, a
non-profit company which promotes
nature culture conservation, at India
International Centre (11C), 6.30 p.m.

Music: Sopori Academy of Music and
Performing Arts presents 14th
SaMaPa Sangeet Sammelan. Second
day of this festival will see the per-
formances of Hindustani vocal by
Rindana Rahasya; Sitar recital by
Zunain Halim Khan; Hindustani clas-
sical vocal performance by Sarathi
Chatterjee at India Habitat Centre
(IHC), 7 p.m.

Dance: India International Rural
Cultural Centre (IRCEN) presents
Hindustani vocal recital by Pt. Bhola
Nath Mishra in Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya, B-3, Paschim Vihar, 9
a.m. and Govt. Co-ed. Senior Sec-
ondary School, B-4, Paschim Vihar,
11a.m.

Exhibition: “Conversation With col-
ours” - a solo art show by Kamal
Devnath, curated by Aakshat Sinha at
Gallery D, All India Fine Arts & Craft
Society, 1 RafiMarg, 11a.m.-7 p.m.
Exhibition: “A Bouquet” - solo ex-
hibition by Anjali Mittal at IHC, 11
a.m.-7p.m.

(Mail your listings for this column at
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in)

Somnath booked for abusing scribe during live TV debate

Says he will file defamation case against Noida-based Hindi news channel and scribe; journalist says he called her an agent of the BJP

STAFF REPORTER
NOIDA

Aam Aadmi Party MLA Som-
nath Bharti landed in fresh
controversy on Wednesday
after he was booked for al-
legedly hurling abuses at an
anchor with a Hindi news
channel during a live televi-
sion debate.

Calling her a “BJP agent”
and making an objectionable
remark against her, Mr.
Bharti later accused the TV
channel of “misusing” its
power.

A senior police officer said
a first information report has
been lodged against the Mal-
viya Nagar MLA under Sec-
tions 504 (intentional insult
with intent to provoke
breach of the peace) and 509
(word, gesture or act intend-
ed to insult the modesty of a
woman) of the Indian Penal
Code in Noida following a
complaint by the woman
journalist.

The complaint was lodged
by the scribe at the Women
Police Station here. The Hin-
du has a copy of FIR. The
police said the case has been
handed over to a senior In-
vestigating Officer.

“We will record the state-
ments of both parties. We
have asked the complainant
to share all details related to
the matter,” the officer
added.

The woman said in her
complaint, “During a live TV
debate, Mr. Bharti hurled
abuses at me... I am a jour-
nalist and aware of the res-
ponsibility when I asked the
question, but he abused and
called me an agent of the
BJP. He threatened to get our
channel shut down. The
kind of words he used for a
woman, they were offensive
and demeaning.”

However, Mr. Bharti said
he will file a defamation case
against the news channel
and the anchor.

The AAP MLA said he had
joined the TV debate over te-
lephone to discuss the chilli
powder attack on Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday but the video pre-
sented by the channel was
“manipulated”. Stating that
the channel had “misused”
its power to file a case
against him, Mr. Bharti told
journalists it was “unfortu-
nate” that a channel whose

It was unfortunate
that a channel
whose owner has a
rape case against
him should level
such charges against
me. We were
discussing the life
threatening attack
on the Delhi Chief
Minister ... such
cases [the FIR
against me] shows
that the channel is
part of the BJP and
is trying to divert
people’s attention
from the main issue

SOMNATH BHARTI
Aam Aadmi Party MLA

C

“owner has a rape case
against him” should level
such charges against him.

“We were discussing the
life threatening attack on the
Delhi Chief Minister ... such
cases [the FIR against me]
shows that the channel is
part of the BJP and is trying
to divert people’s attention
from the main issue,” he
said.

The AAP MLA has courted
controversies on multiple
occasions, including his mid-
night raid against a “sex
racket” involving foreign na-
tionals in Delhi and a domes-
tic abuse case filed by his
wife.

‘Where are CM, AAP leaders, Maliwal now?’

Delhi BJP slams Somnath Bharti; AAP, Maliwal disapprove of MLAs behaviour

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI . .
Leader of the Opposition in

the Delhi Assembly Vijender
Gupta on Wednesday de-
manded registration of an
FIR against Somnath Bharti,
even as Delhi BJP chief Ma-
noj Tiwari questioned the
party choosing to remain
“mum” over the AAP MLA’s
use of “uncivilised and ob-
jectionable words” against a
female TV journalist in Noi-
da.

Mr. Gupta said, “Where
are the Chief Minister [Ar-
vind Kejriwal], the AAP lead-
ers and Delhi Commission
for Women chief Swati Mali-
wal who clamour for wo-
men’s rights now? What ac-
tion has she [Ms. Maliwal]
taken against Mr. Bharti so
far? We demand an FIR be
registered against him for us-
ing vulgar and abusive lan-
guage against a female TV
anchor, and strict action
against him by the party.”

‘Fake chilli attack’

The AAP, Mr. Tiwari said on
Wednesday, had immediate-
ly blamed the BJP for the “fa-
bricated chilli powder at-
tack” on Mr. Kejriwal outside

Of birds and bees

A painted stork in flight mode at the Delhi zoo. Winged visitors arrive before the monsoon. =HimMaANsHU vATS

Brothers held for cheating

Took 2 crore from victim for property not owned by them

STAFF REPORTER
NOIDA

Two brothers, residents of
Gurugram, were arrested by
the on Tuesday night for al-
legedly duping a resident of
Delhi running a business in
Noida in 2009, the police
said on Wednesday.

The police said that the
accused, Amit and Aman
Sayal, had duped the victim
of more than 2 crore on the
pretext of selling him a pro-
perty, which was not even
registered in their name.

“They had provided the
victim, Sudhir Gupta, with
fake documents pertaining

to the property. The victim
owned a property in Sector
6 and had showed interest in
an adjacent property, which
the accused claimed to
own,” said Manoj Kumar
Pant, Station House Officer,
Sector 20 police station.

The police said that the
victim paid the amount to
the accused in instalments
and was also provided with
fake ownership documents.
However, when the victim
went to the Noida Authority
to complete the registration,
they found that the property
was not owned by the
accused.

“A case had been regis-
tered in this regard and and
a non-bailable warrant was
issued for the accused by the
district court,” said a senior
police officer.

The police also said that
the accused had been in-
volved in cases of fraud.
About 37 cases have been
identified so far against
them all over India, includ-
ing Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Delhi, Gujarat. The police al-
so said that whenever the
victims would approach the
accused and demand their
money back they would get
assaulted by bouncers.

Gang busted for loan fraud

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

The police have busted a
gang allegedly involved in
cheating people on the pre-
text of providing loan on
‘0%’ interest, said the police
on Wednesday.

The accused have been
identified as Manoj Kumar,
Rahul Sharma and Tarun
Rastogi. They operated a
fake call centre to contact
potential customers. The
police have recovered 34
mobile handsets and 41 SIM
cards from the accused.

The police said the com-
plainant had received a call
in July. The caller told the
victim that he was from a

wva.dai: yreader24:com

bank offering loan at ‘0%’ in-
terest.

The complainant agreed
to avail a loan. The caller
asked for his PAN and Aad-
haar Card details, which the
complainant provided. The-
reafter, the caller asked for
10,000 as security money
to sanction a loan of 5 lakh.
The complainant trans-
ferred the amount into the
account provided by the
caller. The caller duped the
complainant to the tune of
1,44,866 in six transaction
on the one pretext or the
other. Thereafter, the caller
switched off his mobile. A
case was registered at Crime
Branch police station.

“Police team working on
the case arrested Manoj and
Rahul on November 14 from
their fake call centre in Kirti
Nagar. The accused would
ask the victims to tranfer the
money into their bank ac-
counts. All SIM cards reco-
vered were obtained using
fake IDs,” said Additional CP
(Crime) A.K. Singla.

During investigation, the
arrested told the police that
Tarun Rastogi provided the
SIM cards obtained using
fake IDs. He was also arrest-
ed. “Tarun used to purchase
one SIM card for 3250 and
sell it to Manoj and Rahul for
%500,” said Mr. Singla ad-
ded.

his office in the Delhi Secre-
tariat on Tuesday but chose
to remain “mum” over the
Somnath Bharti incident.

Mr. Tiwari said Tuesday’s
“attack” on the Chief Minis-
ter belonged to its “very old
modus operandi” aimed at
“getting sympathy” before
the elections.

“When I learnt about the
[chilli powder] incident on
Tuesday, I strongly con-
demned it via the digital plat-
form within 15 minutes. But
after the AAP held the BJP
responsible for the incident,
it is now necessary to reveal
the modus operandi of Mr.
Kejriwal, who runs the party
with money earned by sinful
acts,” Mr. Tiwari said at a
press conference here.

“This method of getting
sympathy [employed by Mr.
Kejriwal] is very old. Whe-
never the Lok Sabha or As-
sembly elections are to be
held, such incidents happen
with him,” he added.

For instance, the North-
East Delhi MP argued, before
the Assembly elections on
November 18, 2013, a man
threw black paint on Mr. Kej-
riwal; before the Lok Sabha

What action has
DCW chief [Swati
Maliwal] taken
against Somnath
Bharti so far? We
demand an FIR be
registered against
him for using vulgar
and abusive
language against a
female TV anchor,
and strict action
against him by the
party

VIJENDER GUPTA

Leader of the Opposition in the Delhi
Assembly

C

elections on March 5, 2014,
somebody threw stones at
his car; on March 25, 2015,
ink and eggs were thrown at
him in Varanasi.

Similarly, on March 28,
2014, Mr. Kejriwal was
slapped in Haryana; and on
April 4, 2014; April 8, 2014;
December 26, 2014 and be-
fore elections in four States
on January 17, 2016, ink and
eggs were thrown on the
Chief Minister, the Delhi BJP
chief said.

“The Chief Minister has
staged this fabricated attack
to divert attention from the

Scribe thrashes man
on bus for ‘obscene’ act

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 26-year-old journalist al-
legedly thrashed a man who
masturbated next to her on a
bus on Tuesday evening in
south Delhi’s Mehrauli. She
claimed that none of the 40
passengers in the bus came
to her aid.

The accused has been
identified as Mukesh Ranjan
Kumar (39). He has been
sent to jail, said a senior of-
ficer. A case under IPC Sec-
tions 354 (assault or criminal
force to woman with intent
to outrage her modesty) and
509 (word, gesture or act in-
tended to insult the modesty
of a woman) has been regis-
tered at Mehrauli police sta-
tion.

In her complaint, the wo-
man said she was returning
home at 9.15 p.m. on Tues-
day on bus route 717 from
Kapashera to Badarpur

when Mukesh flashed her.

She claimed he grabbed her

hand and tried to push her
when she objected to his be-
haviour. The journalist told
the police that she was sit-
ting on a seat reserved for
women when Mukesh
boarded the bus from Mahi-
palpur. He sat next to her
and started staring at her,
she said. When she stared
back, he flashed her.

“I raised an alarm and
caught him. To ensure he

did not run away, I thrashed
him and made him siton my

seat. There were 40 passen-
gers in the bus at that time
but no one helped me,” she
alleged. “I called the police
and they reached the spot
within minutes. One man
helped me detain Mukesh

till the police arrived. When

the police asked that man to
be a witness in the case, he
refused and left,” she added.

fatal attack on me by AAP
MLA Amanatullah Khan and
the use of objectionable
words by Mr. Bharti against a
female journalist,” Mr. Tiwa-
ri alleged.

While Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Manish Sisodia held a
press conference soon after
the alleged attack on Mr. Kej-
riwal, where the BJP was
blamed for it, he “remained
mum” on the “insult to a fe-
male journalist and the
daughter of the country” by
Mr. Bharti, he added.

AAP, Maliwal react
Meanwhile, the AAP said la-
ter that it disapproved of Mr.
Bharti’s alleged behaviour.
“Mr. Bharti should not have
talked the way he did on tele-
vision,” AAP spokesperson
Saurabh Bhardwaj said.

In a late tweet, Ms. Mali-
wal said: “I strongly con-
demn Somnath Bharti's my-
soginistic and shameful
statements against a female
reporter. 1 believe NOIDA
Police has filed an FIR in the
matter. Law shall now take
its course. I strongly feel pe-
ople in public life should
control their anger! [sic].”

Neighbour
held for rape

STAFF REPORTER
GHAZIABAD

A 30-year-old has been ar-
rested for raping his 7-year-
old neighbour in Sahiba-
bad, the police said on
Wednesday. The accused
will be produced in a city
court on Thursday.

A senior officer said the
incident happened on No-
vember 11 in Sahibabad’s
Shalimar Garden. The girl’s
mother complained to the
police on Wednesday
night. The police lodged an
FIR and sent the victim for
medical examination. They
also recorded her state-
ment. The final medical re-
port is awaited but the in-
itial report has confirmed
rape, the police said. The
accused allegedly lured the
victim to a room and threa-
tened her with dire conse-
quences after the rape. The
girl revealed her ordeal to
the mother recently.

Driver held for killing senior citizen

Accused worked in the same society where the victim lived, say police

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 5l-year-old man has been
arrested for allegedly killing
a 73-year-old woman at her
residence in south-east Del-
hi’s Sarita Vihar last week,
the police said on
Wednesday.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South-East) Chinmoy
Biswal said that the accused
has been identified as Meh-
boob, a resident of Madan-
pur Khadar, who used to
work as a driver in the same
society where the victim, Sa-
vitri Pandey, used to reside
with her husband Radha
Kishan Pandey.

Ms. Pandey was found
with her throat slit on No-
vember 17. Her son, a char-
tered accountant, who lives
in an accommodation be-
hind the victim's house, and
neighbours rushed her to a
nearby hospital where she
was declared dead. Mr. Pan-
dey had stepped out to meet
a friend when the incident
happened.

Accused Mehboob in police custody on Wednesday.

= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT =

Mr. Biswal said the family
was asked about all their
domestic helps and people
they were in regular contact
with. “It's a gated colony,
therefore it had to be a per-
son who had easy access to
the colony,” Mr. Biswal said.

Over 15 teams working on
the case scanned CCTV foot-
age of the entire area be-
cause the camera installed
outside the victim's resi-
dence was not working. “Ov-
er 100 persons were ques-
tioned and movement of all

the domestic helps in touch
with the victim’s family was
monitored,” the officer said.
The family, during ques-
tioning, mentioned that the
driver of a neighbour also
got in touch with them about
15 days ago on the pretext of
giving them a letter. “He
went insides the house to
conduct a reccee on the pre-
text of giving an envelop
which was later found emp-
ty. For a possibility to come
again, he left his helmet
there,” the officer said.

Two days before the inci-
dent, Mehboob went to meet
the woman again and re-
quested her to give him 1
lakh citing that he was in dire
need of money as his wife
was ill, but the woman
refused.

“On the day of the inci-
dent, he went again and was
allowed inside because the
woman knew him. The ac-
cused then showed her a
knife which he had bought a
week ago. The woman start-
ed screaming. He thought
she will easily give the cash
and jewellery but his plan
failed when she started
shouting. He slit her throat
fearing being identified and
fled with the jewellery the
woman was wearing,” Mr.
Biswal said.

Police said that they have
recovered some jewellery
and a jacket which he had ta-
ken from the house, along
with weapon of offence. "His
two sons-in-law are lodged in
jail in connection with a rob-
bery case,” the DCP said.

Teen stabbed to death in marriage party

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

A 15-year-old boy was
stabbed to death after he in-
tervened in a fight that broke
out on the dance floor of a
marriage function in Sun-
light Colony on November
19.

The accused have been ar-
rested, the police said on
Wednesday.

The police said that a PCR
call was received at 11 p.m.
on Monday. The victim was
taken to a hospital where he
succumbed to his serious in-
juries on Tuesday morning

at AIIMS.

Mohit, a resident of Hari
Nagar in Ashram, had come
to attend a marriage func-
tion in Sunlight Colony. An
argument broke out bet-
ween two men — Himanshu
and Arthur — after their
hands brushed against each
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other while dancing. The ar-
gument turned ugly after
which Mohit intervened.
However, Himanshu and
his friend Gaurav got into an
altercation with Mohit, fol-
lowing which Himanshu
stabbed Mohit in the chest.
They fled after stabbing him.
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Flying out of Delhi
airport to be costlier

NEW DELHI

Passengers flying out of Delhi
airport will have to pay more
by shelling out ¥77 per ticket
from December 1, with
regulator Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority
approving revision in service
charges. Currently, ¥10 is
levied on domestic tickets and
%45 on international tickets
by the airport operator Delhi
International Airport Ltd as
passenger service fee. p1i

Accident victim's kin get
¥33 lakh compensation
NEW DELHI

A Motor Accident Claims
Tribunal (MACT) here has
awarded over %33 lakh to the
family of a 32-year-old man
who died after falling from a
running bus whose rear gate
was left open by the driver.
The tribunal's Presiding
Officer Pawan Kumar Jain
asked National Insurance
Company Limited, the insurer
of the offending bus, to pay
¥33 lakh to the kin of victim
Prem Chandra Giri. p1i

Traffic advisory ahead

of Guru Nanak Jayanti
NEW DELHI

In view of a procession on the
occasion of birth anniversary
of Guru Nanak Dev, the Delhi
Police issued a traffic advisory
for motorists to avoid routes
where procession is
scheduled to pass through.
The procession will start at 10
a.m. on Thursday and pass
through Gurudwara Sis Ganj
Sahib, Chandi Chowk and will
conclude at Gurudwara Nank
Pioa near Rana Partap

Bagh. p1i

New bus service between
Noida, Greater Noida
NOIDA

A new bus service was
launched between Noida and
Greater Noida by the Noida
Metro Rail Corporation on
Wednesday. The service on
the new route between Shashi
Chowk near City Centre Metro
Station and Ace City in
Greater Noida was launched
by Union Minister and local
MP Mahesh Sharma. p1i

The Rapid Metro seen in Gurugram where the Air Quality Index was 'very poor' on Wednesday. =HIMANSHU VATS

Join social media to facilitate

citizens lodge complaints directly’

Actions of public and enforcement agencies have been inadequate: CPCB

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB) has direct-
ed public and enforcement
agencies to immediately join
social media platforms on
which citizens can lodge
their pollution-related com-
plaints directly, noting that
actions of these bodies have
been “inadequate”.

The directions have been
made to the North Delhi
Municipal Corporation, the
South Delhi Municipal Cor-
poration (SDMC), the East
Delhi Municipal Corporation
(EDMC), the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC), the
Central Public Works De-
partment (PPWD), the Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA), and State pollution
control boards of Delhi, Ra-
jasthan, Haryana, Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh, among
other public bodies.

In a meeting with public
agencies and State pollution
control boards, CPCB mem-
ber Secretary Prashant Gar-
gava asked the agencies to
join social media platforms
like Twitter and Facebook to

facilitate citizens on lodging
of complaints on air-pollut-
ing activities.

“It has been observed that
most of the agencies are yet
to join social media plat-
forms and take action in res-
pect of complaints concern-
ing them,” the CPCB was
quoted as saying, as per the
minutes of the meeting that
took place last week.

The CPCB said that the re-
ported complaints are for-
warded to the concerned
agencies for action, however
“it is observed that most of
the agencies are yet to join
and also action taken on
complaints are inadequate“.

“It was reiterated that
agencies must immediately
create Facebook page and
Twitter handle to join CPCB
social media platform to ad-
dress complaints,” it said,
adding that the action-taken
response must also be post-
ed on the same platform
through which complaints
are received.

Ensure corrective action
Mr. Gargava directed repre-
sentatives of agencies to en-

It has been
observed that most
of the agencies are
yet to join social
media platforms
and take action in
respect of
complaints
concerning them
CENTRAL POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

C

sure effective corrective ac-
tion in all cases of air
polluting activities being re-
ported through social media
interface and Sameer app
that has been developed by
the CPCB.

SC direction

Following the Supreme
Court’s direction, the CPCB
on November 1 put up guide-
lines for the public to file
complaints of air pollution in
Delhi-NCR on its social me-
dia page, official website and
through its Sameer app.

On October 29, the apex
court directed the CPCB to
immediately join social me-
dia platforms on which citi-
zens could lodge their com-
plaints regarding pollution

directly to be acted upon by
the task force responsible for
implementation of the Grad-
ed Response Action Plan
(GRAP) .

Delhi has been battling
alarming levels of pollution
for over a month due to re-
gional factors like stubble
burning and localised fac-
tors like pollution from vehi-
cles, firecrackers, construc-
tion activities among others,
following which a number of
steps were taken by the
CPCB to check air pollution.

On Monday, Supreme
Court-appointed Environ-
ment Pollution Control
Authority Chairperson
Bhure Lal also lashed out at
enforcement agencies, alleg-
ing that Delhi’s civic and ur-
ban bodies are “not properly
implementing” the direc-
tions issued to curb
pollution.

He said enforcing agen-
cies were “completely dor-
mant” and bodies like the
Delhi Development Authori-
ty (DDA) and the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
were indulging in a blame
game.

Sealing: SC to pronounce order
on contempt proceedings today

Against Manoj Tiwari for allegedly breaking seal of property

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court is sche-
duled to pronounce on
Thursday its order on con-
tempt proceedings against
Delhi BJP chief and Lok Sab-
ha MP Manoj Tiwari for al-
legedly breaking the seal of a
premises here. The property
had been sealed by the East
Delhi Municipal Corporation
(EDMC).

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Madan B. Lokur had on
October 30 reserved its or-
der after hearing arguments
in the matter, during which
Mr. Tiwari had accused the
court-mandated monitoring
committee on sealing of
“terrorising” people of Del-
hi. The panel, however, had
claimed that he was trying to
make the court a “political
battleground”.

An FIR was also lodged
against Mr. Tiwari by the
EDMC for allegedly breaking
the seal of the property in
north-east Delhi’s Gokalpuri
on September 16.

After taking note of a re-
port filed by the monitoring
committee — that the BJP
leader had broken the seal of
the property — the apex
court had on September 19
issued a contempt notice
against the North-East Delhi
MP. Mr. Tiwari had claimed
before the top court that the
monitoring committee has
exceeded its jurisdiction and
conducted the sealing drive
in unauthorised colonies
here that were protected un-
der the law.

An FIR was lodged against Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari by the
EDMC for allegedly breaking the seal of the property in
north-east Delhi's Gokalpuri on September 16. =FiLe PHOTO

Senior counsel Vikas
Singh, appearing for the BJP
leader, had claimed before
the Bench that “monitoring
committee wanted to terror-
ise the people of Delhi. This
is only for publicity”.

Countering his argu-
ments, advocate A.D.N. Rao,
appearing for the commit-
tee, had said the panel does
not need any “publicity”
and its members were “only
performing their jobs en-
trusted to them by the Su-
preme Court”.

Mr. Tiwari’s counsel had
said that a mob of around
1,500 people had gathered
at the spot and if the BJP
leader would not have bro-
ken the seal in “token prot-

est” an untoward incident
could have happened there.

He had also argued that
there was no violation of the
top court order in the mat-
ter, as projected by the com-
mittee. The top court had
earlier ordered restoration
of its 2006 monitoring com-
mittee to identify and seal
unauthorised structures in
Delhi.

The monitoring commit-
tee, comprising K.J. Rao,
former adviser to the Elec-
tion Commission; Bhure Lal,
chairperson of Environment
Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority; and Ma-
jor-General (retd) Som Jhin-
gan, was set up on March 24,
2006, by the top court.

Man arrested for killing woman

STAFF REPORTER
GREATER NOIDA

Greater Noida police on
Wednesday arrested a 55-
year-old man who was ab-
sconding after allegedly kill-
ing a woman on November
14.

The accused, identified as
Dharamveer of Bulandshahr,
was held near the Rampur

circle in Kasna. “Anupvati,
wife of Sarvan, was hit on
her head by Dharamveer.
She had died during treat-
ment,” the police said.
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Vineet Jaiswal said
the accused was having an
affair with the victim after
his wife’s death. Anupvati
wanted the share of accu-

sed’s property, but he de-
nied to it. “An argument bet-
ween the two turned ugly
and Dharamveer killed
Anupvati with the grind-
stone,” Mr. Jaiswal said.

“After killing her, the ac-
cused attempted to kill him-
self but was saved due to
prompt medical attention,”
the police said.
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IT WAS 50
YEARS AGO
TODAY...

The India-inspired White Album was released by
The Beatles half-a-century ago on November 22.

A look at the Fab Four’s time in Rishikesh,
where most of the songs were written

NICHOLAS NUGENT

It was 1968, the era of the Beatles.
Their superhit ‘psychedelic’ album
Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band had just been released and
was all the rage among teenagers in
Britain at the time. The catchy lyr-
ics remain embedded in my mind:
It was 20 years ago today, Ser-
geant Pepper taught the band to
play; They’ve been going in and
out of style, But they’re guaran-
teed to raise a smile.

I left school in England and tra-
velled to take up a post as a volun-
teer-teacher in Dehradun. As a
teenager myself, imagine my joy to
find that the Beatles were to arrive
at nearby Rishikesh to begin sever-
al weeks of transcendental medita-
tion. The technique’s exponent,
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi from Vara-
nasi, who had become popular in
Britain and California, invited the
Beatles and other celebrities to his
Rishikesh ashram. These included
actress Mia Farrow, Mike Love of
the Beach Boys, the singer Dono-
van, known as ‘the Scottish (Bob)
Dylan’, and flautist Paul Horn.

In those days, Dehradun was a
pleasant and quaint town in Uttar
Pradesh, renowned for its institu-
tions — the Indian Military Acade-
my, Forest Research Institute and
the Survey of India — and as a stop-
ping-off point en route to the hill
station of Mussoorie. Pedestrians
and cyclists like me knew the nar-
row main street really well, which
leads West from the distinctive six-
sided clock tower, as ‘suicide alley’
— for obvious reasons. Now, the ci-
ty has grown in stature to become

the capital of Uttarakhand.

A little help from friends
I got to know Ajit Singh, the owner
of Dehradun’s Pratap Music House,
which was supplying The Beatles
with Indian musical instruments.
My lucky break came when Ajit re-
ceived an order from George Harri-
son to make a dilruba for his wife
Pattie on her birthday. Ajit invited
me and fellow volunteer-teacher,
Steve Browne, to travel to Rishi-
kesh to deliver the instrument —
our role was to carry Pattie’s birth-
day cake from a Dehradun bakery.
Delivering cake and present meant
staying on for the birthday party.
My visit to the ‘Valley of Saints’
remains vivid. Rishikesh, with its
numerous ashrams, is famous as a
centre of meditation and is the ga-
teway to the shrine town of Badri-
nath. It is regarded as the place
where the sacred Ganga enters the
plains through a gorge from its Hi-
malayan source. We crossed the
Ganga over the elegant Lakshman
Jhula footbridge, where monkeys
hover. We climbed the steep bank
on the opposite side and, passing
scrutiny by guards, were admitted
to the Maharishi’s extensive and ex-
clusive ashram, surrounded on
three sides by thick jungle and on
the fourth by the river.

Music in the air

We were not invited (or required)
to join the twice-daily mediation
sessions, but participated in infor-
mal open-air mingling and singing.
During the afternoon, which
seemed to be rest time, songs waft-
ed from the bungalows where the
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meditators lived. Much of what we
were hearing would later be re-
leased on the White Album 50
years ago today, on November 22,
1968. An expanded and ‘digitally

In step with swans

As Sharmila Mukerjee makes Tchaikocsky’s swans twirl to Odissi, the seasoned exponent says the dance form's grace lends itself

naturally to the theme

ANURADHA VELLAT

remixed’ anniversary version of
the classic album has just been re-
leased in Britain.

Marking the re-release, BBC
Music Critic, Mark Savage, wrote

Translations bring literatures, cul-
tures and people closer, the same
way that an adaptation would. In
that sense, adaptations are also
works of translation, only with fa-
miliar contexts and magnified
imaginations. “Swan Lake” is inar-
guably a timeless piece of work,
an all-consuming one at that. It
was and continues to remain a
dream-work for any ballet dancer,
something that would often prove
one’s merit as a dancer. But what
also sets “Swan Lake” apart is the
parallels of its scenes and contexts
with stories from India, starting
with the swan, an ideal symbol of
love. It is but befitting that this tre-
mendous story gets adapted into
Odissi, the dance of lasya. One
can’t but agree that the dance
form’s grace lends itself naturally
to the theme.

Sharmila Mukerjee kept her fas-
cination for “Swan Lake” intact
until it was time. An Odissi dancer
trained under renowned expo-
nent Poushali Mukerjee and the
iconic Kelucharan Mohapatra,
Mukerjee’s adaptation of “Swan

is all set to be showcased in Delhi
this evening by Mukerjee and her
ensemble. Says Mukerjee, “I was
always fascinated by ‘Swan Lake’.

Of grace and poise: A scene from "Hansika" =speciAL ARRANGEMENT

came later in my life. The story of
‘Swan Lake’ is visually so appeal-
ing. The movement of hamsa in
Odissi is somewhat a natural one

Odissi.”

With a cast of 25 dancers, all of
which are her students except
one, “Hansika” is yet another ef-

A day in the life: (Clockwise from
top) The Beatles in a still from A
Hard Day's Night; Nicholas Nugent
(in black shirt) stands next to John
Lennon, to his left is Ajit Singh,
while Steve Browne holds the
dilruba made for Pattie; with
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi in
Rishikesh

= GETTY IMAGES/ ISTOCK, RAM PANJABI/
NICHOLAS NUGENT

that “the White Album is turbu-
lent, raw and challenging — partly
in reaction to the political upheaval
at the end of the 1960s, as the Viet-
nam War and the assassination of
Martin Luther King Jr crushed the
idealism of the Summer of Love”.
Students were rioting in Paris and
the Soviet army had invaded Cze-
choslovakia to quell the Prague
Spring uprising.

Indian music first appeared on
the previous album, Sgt Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band, in Ge-
orge Harrison’s melody ‘Within
You Without Yow which begins
with a delightful sitar solo. Harri-
son had taken lessons from his
musical guru, Ravi Shankar, on a
previous visit to India.

theme requires paying attention
to nuances in order to make it ap-
pealing. Keeping the theme of
Pyotr Tchaikocsky’s music, Hansi-
ka’s music has been composed by
Praveen D Rao. A whole range of
Indian instruments used in Odissi
like mardala, sitar, tabla and pak-
hawaj have been used in the music
for this Indian dance ballet. “Es-
sentially, the emotions are the
same. There is love, jealousy, an-
ger, sorcery, and drama. I did not
have the courage to take it up for a
long time because it is a huge pro-
duction to be carried out. I knew it
cannot be done with six or seven
dancers and it would need at least
a star cast of about 25 dancers. But
somewhere I developed it and
thought it would all fall in place,”
says Mukerjee.

Hansika starts in raga Ham-
sadhwani and follows with a raga-
malika according to the changing
scenes. “I needed to change the
story a bit, but I did keep the origi-
nal flavour. There are many ver-
sions and adaptations of the story
as well. For instance, there is a ball
room scene which could not be

HERE,
THERE AND
EVERYWHERE

Formed in
1960 in
Liverpool, The
Beatles were
considered the
most
influential act
of the rock era,
and their
popularity led
to Beatlemania.

Two of The
Beatles — Paul
McCartney and
Ringo Starr
have been
knighted.

The Beatle
haircut,
popularly
known as the
mop-top, a
mid-length
style with
bangs, was a
winner among
teenagers,
although it
didn't go
down too well
with adults.

The White Album tracks were
loosely based on the Beatles’ stay at
Rishikesh. “The Continuing Story of
Bungalow Bill’ told the story of the
American son of an aide to the Ma-
harishi, who secretly set out on a
hunting expedition in the sur-
rounding jungle and ended up kill-
ing a tiger — “in self-defence”, he
claimed. The killing did not go
down well at the strictly-vegetarian
ashram. Paul McCartney wrote
‘Blackbird’ about the noisy crows
which disturbed morning medita-
tion sessions, though later he said
the song was about race relations
in America. ‘Mother Nature’s Son’,
also by Paul, was based on a lecture
the Maharishi had given about
man’s relationship with Nature.
John Lennon’s overtly political
song, ‘Revolution’, was inspired by
protests in many cities against the
Vietnam War. Donovan’s own hit
song, the ballad ‘Jennifer Juniper’,
was inspired by his infatuation for
Pattie Harrison’s younger sister,
Jenny, who was also at the ashram.

Though I did not know it at the
time, I was hearing raw versions of
some of these songs. Rishikesh was

the testing ground, a rehearsing
studio, before the serious business
of recording took place back in
London — at Abbey Road Studios —
a few months later.

When dusk fell, we made our
way to the inner sanctum or lec-
ture theatre, where the evening fes-
tivities took place. The Maharishi
sat cross-legged on stage, alongside
him was birthday girl Pattie Harri-
son and her husband George. We
joined others from many countries
in singing ‘Happy Birthday’ and tra-
ditional if unseasonal favourites
like ‘You are my Sunshine’ and ‘Jin-
gle Bells’. For me, this was a chance
to chat with the musical icons of
the era, including John Lennon,
Paul McCartney as well as Paul’s
then-girlfriend, the famous actress
Jane Asher. Later, we all went out-
side for fireworks, before the even-
ing came to a close and everyone
retired to their bungalows. The
Beatles left Rishikesh after accusa-
tions of sexual misconduct were
made against the Maharishi, first
by Mia Farrow, giving rise to the
song ‘Sexie Sadie’.

Two songs written in Rishikesh
have never appeared on a Beatles
album. George Harrison wrote a
ditty called simply ‘Dehradun’,
which can be seen in a video ver-
sion on YouTube: Dehra Dehra
Dun... many roads can take you
there, many different ways one di-
rection takes you years, another
takes you days; Dehra Dehra
Dun. ‘The Happy Rishikesh Song’,
is about mantras and inner peace.

Rishikesh gave the world of rock
music the White Album — and
made the Maharishi a rich man
through his transcendental medita-
tion movement. He later moved his
headquarters to Switzerland and
died in Europe in 2008.

Fifty years on, the ashram at
Rishikesh has been partially re-
claimed by the jungle. There is talk
of reviving it as a tourist attraction.
Tranquil Rishikesh never had such
a moment in the limelight. Pratap
Music House in Dehradun, found-
ed in Lahore in 1883, still goes
strong. For me personally, the epi-
sode started me off in journalism. I
reported on the birthday party and
have been reporting from — and
writing about — India ever since.

Nicholas Nugent is the author of Rajiv
Gandbhi: Son of a Dynasty. Formerly a
Jjournalist with the BBC, he now
teaches at the Asian College of
Journalism, Chennai
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haldi etc.,” says Mukerjee. Similar-
ly, the famous dance scene bet-
ween Odette and Odile will be por-
trayed in authentic Odissi
grammar.

Mukerjee is a firm believer in
experimenting with her art
throughout. She says that as im-
portant as it is to dance the tradi-
tional items, one must not deter
from adapting themes and con-
cepts that are outside of it.

“I think all of us love our tradi-
tional margams. But this kind of a
production has a bigger mass ap-
peal and reaches a wider au-
dience. Some of them might be
new to the classical dance itself,”
she says.

And it is only imperative for an
artiste to understand the au-
dience. “There will be all kinds of
people in the audience and we
should not take them for granted
to be of one type, which is why it
is important to reach out. We can-
not expect everybody to under-
stand everything that we do, and
keep it limited to a niche au-
dience. There will be divided opi-
nions about a dance, it is inevita-

The critical link

A conservation document-
ary film 'Tiger Matters' high-
lighting the critical linkage
between tigers, forests, river
systems and humans needed
to advance our ecological and
economic  security  was
screened at the India Habitat
Centre recently. The film de-
tailing the intricate and inter-
woven actions to secure the
future of tiger habitats and
local communities  was
launched by Wildlife Conser-
vation Trust (WCT) and the
United States Agency for In-
ternational Development.

Dr. Anish Andheria, Presid-
ent - WCT said, "The tiger is a
keystone species and its sur-
vival is crucial to the ecolo-
gical as well as the economic
security of India. Over 600
rivers originate or are fed by
the tiger bearing forests of
our country, which in turn en-
sures the sustainability of
millions of Indians. Tiger con-

Lake”, titled “Hansika” is a pro-
duction to watch out for. After pre-
miering in Bengaluru, “Hansika”

Growing up, I saw more pictures
of ballet than of the Indian classi-
cal dances. The Indian dances

within the grammar. I had read
the story a long time ago, and I al-
ways thought it could be done in

fort on Mukerjee’s part to move
beyond the traditional repertoire.
Mukerjee understands that such a

adapted to this production. In-
stead, there is a wedding ceremo-
ny with the traditional kumkum,

ble,” sums up Mukerjee.

(‘Hansika’ will be staged at

Kamani Auditorium, 7p.m.)

servation is nothing but con-
servation of healthy ecosys-
tems and free flowing rivers."

5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE

Dawat-E-Peshawari

Foodies can now try robust and aromatic cuisine
from the ancient city of Peshawar at multi cuisine
restaurant Edesia. Dawat-E-Peshawari is offering
delicacies such as Lahori bhagichi kebab, Angare
seekh kebab, Malika-a-dariya, (Shinwari)Sindhi
chicken tikka ,Kharode ka shorba, Chicken yakhni
shobra, Maas dawat-e-khas and Mutton pukthan.
VENUE: Crowne Plaza Today NewDelhi Okhla
TIME: 7 p.m. to 11:45 p.m.

EXHIBITION

Art

Shrine Empire Gallery is hosting the first solo
exhibition of the celebrated Chinese-Canadian
multimedia artist Paul Wong in New Delhi. The
exhibition, titled 'Paul Wong: Private/Public/
Lives' is curated by Anushka Rajendran and a part
of Prameya Art Foundation Participatory (PRAF).
VENUE: Shrine Empire Gallery, D 395, Defence
Colony

TIME: 11a.m. - 6 p.m.

Thanksgiving

The celebration of Thanksgiving is all about
family reunions, shopping, merrymaking and
lavish feasts. On this special occasion, Fresc Co is
hosting a special themed gala feast. Apart from
the traditional roasted turkey and a glass of
wine, it offers special lemony pasta salad, pearl
millet tabbouleh, seafood and avocado salad.
VENUE: Fresc Co outlets, Delhi and Gurugram
TIME: 12-4 p.m., 7-11 p.m.

PERFORMANCE

Kuchipudi and Odissi

The India International Centre organises Double
Bill Concerts of Music and Dance to promote
young artistes, offering them a prestigious
platform to showcase their art. Today's concert
will feature Kuchipudi recital by Sneha Sasikumar
followed by Odissi duet recital by Yamini Dikshit
and Chikirsha Mohanty.

VENUE: C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, IHC

TIME: 6 p.m.

Caterina vain citta

This 2003 Italian film is directed by Paolo Virzi
and written by Virzi alnd Francesco Bruni. Itis a
coming of age story about a 15-year-old
provincial girl who moves to Rome and finds her
new private school is a microcosm of the cultural
and political divisions of Italian society.

VENUE: Italian Embassy Cultural Centre, 50-E,
Chandragupta Marg, Chanakyapuri

TIME: 7 p.m.
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DRINK I'T
UP, YALL

No matter where you go, from Uganda to
Tokyo, you are sure to find an Irish pub.
Here’s what makes them so popular

ARCHANA SINGH

Some countries send you a signal
to tell you that it’s time to visit
them. In the month of June, I
trekked to ‘the world’s highest Ir-
ish Pub’ at Namche Bazaar, Nepal.
Climbing to the dizzy height of
3,440 metres was the hardest I had
ever worked for a pint of beer. But
then, an Irish Pub is no ordinary
place, and finding one at such a re-
mote place was no coincidence.
Shortly after that, I was at the
birthplace of pub culture — Ire-
land. I was intrigued to know what
makes an Irish pub so popular that
pub crawls attract over 80% of the
tourists coming to Ireland. There
must be something special about
them; otherwise, why would there
be over 7,000 Irish pubs in over 53
countries, from Mongolia to Iraq,

Australia to Canada, Bolivia to Rus-
sia. Here is what I found after visit-
ing pubs of all shapes, sizes, and
styles.

Pubs are at the heart

of Irish life

When it comes to a great pub, Ire-
land wrote the book. The public
houses of the Emerald Isle have
been at the centre of Irish life since
the 10th Century. Nowhere in the
world have pubs donned so many
hats: funeral home, restaurant,
grocery shop, music venue, job
centre and a meeting place for eve-
ryone from poets to revolutionar-
ies. Often basic and unpretentious,
they are a home away from home.

A place to enjoy Irish ‘craic’
“There are no strangers here, only
friends you haven’t yet met” — goes

The Dubliners

Get the inside story of a city through 12
chatty statues as you wander across the
beautiful capital of Ireland

PANKAJA SRINIVASAN

Oscar Wilde
“Fun, unfortunately, is so much
fun”

I am at a corner of Merrion
Square Park, Dublin, beside myself
with excitement. Not just because it
is a bright sunny day with blue skies
and there are cobbled streets eve-
rywhere, but because Oscar Wilde
just called me.

Yes, that is right, he called me on
my mobile and told me about his
mother, “Jane ‘Speranza’ Wilde,
poet and political provocateur, as
preposterous as she was endearing,
who loved me and was loyal to the
last... They almost put her in prison
for writing seditious verse; imagine
if they had — two jailbirds in one
family!”

Easily my most favourite thing
about Dublin were the talking sta-
tues. There are 12 of these across the
city and they will all speak to you
politely, if you want them to, in the
voices of famous Irish writers and

television,
personalities.
So I learn that Irish novelist John
Banville has written the lines for
Wilde, and Andrew Scott (remem-
ber Jim Moriarty in the BBC series
Sherlock?) has lent him his voice.
Wilde looks down at me as he
sprawls on a rock and instructs me
to look across the park fence where
his home still stands. He was born
there in 1854, he says. The sculptor
of Oscar Wilde’s remarkable statue
is Danny Osborne, Irish of course.
The pink collar of Wilde’s shirt is

stage and film

Look who else is talking...

James Connolly

James Joyce

James Larkin

Daniel O'Connell

Wolfe Tone

The Hags with the Bags
Cu Chulainn

George Salmon

www:dailyreader24:com

Talk time

Scan the QR code on the blue plaque
below the statue using your phone's
QR reader, or type the URL into your
phone's web browser. Press the green
button that says ‘Go" Your phone will

Hear, hear: (Clockwise from left)
Statues of Oscar Wilde, Molly
Malone and GB Shaw =speciaL
ARRANGEMENT

made of a semi-precious stone
called thulite, brought all the way
from Norway, along with the larvi-
kite that is his trousers, while the
rest of his jacket is of shiny jade from
Canada. His hands and proud head
are of jade from Guatemala. His
shoes are black granite.

I wave goodbye and giggle at his
parting shot. He makes a snarky
comment about his chief rival, Ge-
orge Bernard Shaw. “I used to
call him Pshaw!”

GB Shaw
“Look at me! — with my best
foot forward!”

George Bernard Shaw
stands tall and elegant,
arms crossed, at the Na-
tional Gallery of Ireland.

His life-sized statue was
made by a close friend,
Paolo Troubetzkoy. They
say, like Shaw, the Russian
artist too advocated vege-
tarianism. Troubetzkoy has
sculpted three statues of
Shaw. Irish comic writer Ar-
thur Mathews and actor-wri-
ter Stephen Brennan are
Shaw’s voice. Shaw says, with
feeling, that all he learned

in Ireland was right

here at the National

Gallery. He so loved

the place that he actually

On St Patrick's Day, one
of the most popular
Irish holidays, the city of
Chicago dyes their main
river green to
commemorate the
celebrations.

Jug of punch: Scenes from Ireland’s many pubs that range from
the quiet to the raucous = sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the famous quote by Irish poet Wil-
liam Butler Yeats. With the evolu-
tion of time, they evolved into a
global institution synonymous
with hospitality, camaraderie and,
most of all, community. As I sip on
a glass of Guinness at Murphy’s Bar
in Killarney, Tom Kennedy, a local
who runs Experience Ireland Golf
and Travel, says, “One word really,
the ‘craic’! It’s tough to quantify
this: is it the people that frequent
the pub or the atmosphere or the
quality of the pint you are served?
Is it live music, or the welcome you
receive from the locals and staff, or
that random stranger who will chat
with you for hours at the bar about
even more random topics? It’s all
of this really!”

More than just a place to chug
pints of Guinness

It is here that conversations and
camaraderie take over differences
in age, nationality, and status. Sa-
rah Dee, the Global Digital PR and

Content Marketing Head, Tourism
Ireland, says, “The Irish pub is nev-
erjusta place to grab a pint. It’s the
heart of the community, where fa-
mily and friends come together.
It’s where local stories flourish and
grow, where legends come to life.
Interested in Titanic? How about
meeting a ghost? Whatever you're
into, here, there’s a pub for that.”

In a way, these watering holes
are also talent incubators. Many
great writers like James Joyce, Sa-
muel Beckett, Oscar Wilde and
Brendan Behan got their inspira-
tion in literary bars. And, it’s not
just literature that has profited
from the pub culture. Musicians
and dancers too found unwavering
support in these unusual institu-
tions of creativity.

Whether you're a teetotaller or a
beer-guzzler, Irish pubs should be
part of your itinerary. After all,
even Barack Obama couldn’t resist
visiting one, cracking a few jokes
and raising a toast. Slainte!

THE WORLD'S
MOST UNUSUAL
IRISH PUBS

= The Irish Pub, Nepal: The
highest in the world.

= Dublin Pub, Argentina:
Southernmost in the world.

= Dublin Irish Pub,
Mongolia: The first one in
Mongolia.

= The Irish Pub, Faroe
Islands: The most remote
pub in the world.

= Bubbles O’'Leary's,
Uganda: All the parts here
have been imported from
Ireland.

A MUST-VISIT LIST

= The Cobblestone, Dublin:
Great traditional music.

= The Long Hall, Dublin:
Around since the Victorian
era.

= The Merry Ploughboy,
Dublin: Showcases an
award-winning Irish music
dance show.

= Sean's Bar, Athlone:
Perhaps Ireland's oldest
pub, dates back to 900 AD.

= Johnnie Fox's, Glencullen:
Ireland's highest and one of
its oldest pubs.

IRISH ETIQUETTE

= A culture of rounds: If
someone buys you a drink,
buy them one back.

= Ordering: Order your
round before glasses are 1/2
empty.

= Don't take no for an
answer: The Irish will tell
you they don't want food or
drink even when they do.

= Payment: Pay the
bartender as soon as you
receive your drink,
preferably in cash.

= Conversation: Strike up a
conversation. The pubis a
social hub for a reason.

bequeathed one-third of his royal-
ties to the museum. So every time
someone watches a performance of
his plays, the National Gallery gets a
little something from him. He de-
scribes the streets around the mu-
seum: “Oh! When I think of the his-
tory of these streets so close to
where we are today... Men and wo-
men marching up and down; be-
coming agitated and excited at the
political developments. The shout-
ing, and the cheering, and the sing-
ing, and at night the drunks causing
consternation. The dogs and chil-
dren scurrying at their feet — uncon-
cerned by the great debates raging
in adult minds around them...” He
mentions the first time he saw some
famous paintings at this very gallery
and I scurry off to see them: Titian,
Canaletto, Velazquez and a Caravag-
gio. But first, I pose just like him and
beg a fellow visitor at the museum to
take my picture.

Molly Malone

“I never want for company. People
can be a little too familiar with me
though — not my fault I'm stuck in
this dress.”

If you venture out at night, you
might meet her ghost. Molly Malone
is a fishmonger who once sold cock-
les and mussels on the streets of Du-
blin. Today, her statue stands there
with her wheelbarrow, not far from
the river Liffey from where she got
her catch. And, if you strain your
ears, you can hear her story in her
own words. The buxom Molly lived
in the 17th Century and, while she
sold fresh cockles and mussels from
the sea during the day, they say she
was a sex worker by night. The sta-
tue’s bosom has an extra burnish, as
most tourists can’t keep their hands
off her. Sadly, Molly got fever and
died, and the song about her has be-
come an anthem of sorts. She even
has a day dedicated to her, June 13.

Sinéad O’Connor and U2 are
some of the singers who have
sung this song. Molly’s statue
was made by Irish sculptor
Jeanne Rynhart to commemo-

rate Dublin’s millennium year in

1988. Irish musicians The Dublin-

ers sang ‘Molly Malone’ at the

function and Rynhart sang along

with them. And by the way, the

statue of Molly Malone speaks to

you in the voice of Irish singer Ma-

ria Doyle Kennedy. Molly has

moved around a bit, but now

stands at the corner of Suffolk

Street, not too far from the Tourist
Office.

(The writer was in Du-

blin at the invitation of

Fdilte Ireland, the Na-

tional Tourism Develop-

ment Authority of Ireland.)

Hop on for a heady mix

Tales of Vembanad, a toddy-tasting tour, offers engaging
activities to experience the lake differently

PRADEEP K

Tales of Vembanad, a new
experiential tour designed
by WanderNow, promises to
turn a simple trip into a mea-
ningful experience.

It explores the Vembanad
Lake with a curated trip
through Alappuzha and
Kumarakom, providing real-
life experiences, and help-
ing tourists discover the lake
through activities provided
by the community that inha-
bits the banks.

“We have involved the lo-
cal community who act as
our guides and chefs. It is
our initiative to help the peo-
ple rebuild their lives after
being hit severely by the de-
vastating floods. The whole
tour hinges on them, their
homes, culture, food and

support,” says Nebu Sam
John, co-founder,
WanderNow.

The tour includes a heady

toddy-tasting session, com-
plete with a demonstration
of extraction and
production.

“Like the popular beer or
wine-tasting tours across the
world, we have brought in
toddy tasting. Toddy is a per-
fect ‘social lubricant’ and
such a tour is the best way to
meet people, party with
your fellow travellers and lo-
cals, and enjoy folk songs
and performances,” says
Nebu.

The tourists get a chance
to watch toddy tappers
climb up coconut trees, so-
metimes walking from one
to the other on tightropes, in

There’s a variety of
fish, crab, mussel,
duck, meat and
more, offering the
traveller a true taste
of Kerala

Dr. UPSC Android App

Local
flavours:
Along

the lake

= SPECIAL
ARRANGEMENT

search of budding flower
stalks. They slice these stalks
open and collect the liquid
in mud pots; it almost imme-
diately begins to ferment,
turning it into a mildly alco-
holic brew. This is then ta-
ken to the toddy shops,
where one gets to expe-
rience lip-smacking food.
There’s a variety of fish,
crab, mussel, duck, meat
and more, offering the tra-
veller a true taste of Kerala.

Other experiences in-
clude a day in a traditional
canoe. Tourists sail through
the canals, eat lunch on
board; walk through the
muddy paddy fields and
meet with the villagers. They
can also take a class on
learning to make products
from water hyacinth or
spend a day painting shells
with the guidance of local
artists.

Tales of Vembanad was
launched in September and
had members of the Austra-
lian World Orchestra as its
first guests. For Lucy, the
coordinator of the orches-
tra, the tour provided a
“lovely day, delicious food
and an incredible expe-
rience.” For Sagar, the only
Indian member of the or-
chestra, the tour was a reve-
lation, “I can’t wait to come
back. I really got the true
Kerala experience.”

For  details, contact
hello@wandernow.in,  or
9961612390, 8921419075.
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